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DEPUTY PRESIDENT-ELECTION or
HON. J7. CORNELL.

The Clerk (Mr. A. R. Grant): It is my
durty to announce that the President, Sir
John Kirwan, is absent from Perth on
public business. It is, therefore, necessary
for you to elect one of your number to fill
the office, perform the duties, and exercise
the authority of the President during such
absence.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson-West) [4.31]: I move-

That Hon. J. Cornell be elected to fill the
office, perform the duties, and exercise the auth-
ority of the President during the absence of
the President, Sir John Kirwan.

Hon. If. SEDDON: I second the motion.

Question put and passed.

[The Deputy President took the Chair.]

QUESTION-COMMONWEALTH RELIEF
TO WHEAT FARMERS.

Hond. C. G. ELLIOTT (for Hon. G. B.
Wood) asked the Chief Secretary; 1, How
much Federal money granted to this State
for necessitous farmers remains unexpended
by the Agricultural Bank?7 2, Will the
monthly sustenance p~ayments to farmers be
continued for the remaining months of this
year (1936)?1 3, Is the Government aware
of the threatened serious position in the
north-eastern wheat belt owing to the grass-
hopper menace, drought, and the definite
water shortage which will occur next sum-
m er?

The CIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Grant for 1935-36 season, £161,600; allo-
cated to date, £140,217; balance to allocate,
£21,383. 2, Payments will continue until
money is exhausted. 3, Yes.

Tenth Day.-Conclusion.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Holl. W. H.
Xitson-West ) [4.35]: 1 should like to ex-
tend a wveleome to the new members of this
Chamber, and congratulate them on their
speeches onl this motion. Their efforts on
this occasion are a good augury for the
future. I feel that they will take an active
interest in the work of the House, and that
their contributions will he such that the de-
bates that will ensue will be the better for
their attendance here. At the same time, we
all miss the two members who failed to be
returned at the last election. I should like
to express to them our good wvishes for the
future. Several references have been made
to tire rcceint retirement of Mr. Collier from
the position of Premier. It is to be regretted
that one who has played such a great and
valuable part in the affairs of the State
should find it necessary to retire at this
stage owing to ill-health. It is very nice to
think that those in this Chamber who hold
political views differing from his should
have such kindly remarks to offer concern-
ing him. Those remarks are much appre-
ciated by me, and no doubt also by Mr.
Collier. Quite a number of changes have
occurred in the personnel of the Govern-
mient during- recent weeks. Changes of this
kind bring about certain temporary dis-
abilities, which atrise primarily from the fact
that men who arc new to office have had to
take ovcir the departments concerned at a
time like this. Those disabilities will, of
course, gradually disappear. The Govern-
ment are now getting- down to serious busi-
ness, and many members generally can rea-
sonably expect that the affairs of State will
will be carried on expeditiously, as we would
all like them to be. Most members have
spoken on this motion. It is rather encour-
aging to note the manner in which they have
dealt with the various questions that have
been raised. There has been a certain
amount of criticism, although it has not been
hostile. Many of the speeches have been
very helpful, and in some instances have
been of an instructive character. Since I
have taken over thre position of Leader of
the House, I have naturally had to attend
to many things which would ordinarily have
not come within the scope of my duties.
Consequently I am somewhat afraid I have
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not been able to give tile sanfe personal
attention that I would have liked to some
of the remarks of members, as "Mr. Drew,
when holding thle position of Chief Secre-
tary, always did. If I have overlooked any
of the remarks of mnembers, I hope they -will
not assume that I have taken no notice of
thema. On the contrary. I assure them that
I have notes of wavf,'t they h,:ve Said,
and in many eases have submitted their re-
marks to the departments concerned. When
it has not been possible to get the informna-
tion required, for various reasons, I will do
as M\r. Drew did. and pass on the informa-
tion, when I receive it, as early as I can.
Ta following 'Mr. Drew I realise I have a
very onerous task to perform. Hie set a
standard that I will endeavour to emulate,
with what success thle future alone ean dis-
close. The speeches have covered a Very
wide field, aind many of theta have dealt
with subjects not included in the address
of His Excellency' . Very few members have
confined themiselves. to what appeared in the
Speech, which was not unusual. It is gener-
ally recognised in a debate of this kind that
members can refer to any subject in which
they or their electors aire interested. Thle
Leader of this- Hlouse has usually done his
best to supply whatever information hie can
when drawing the debate to a close, and that
it; what I will endeavour to do now. I wish
to refer first of all to the speech of 'Mr.
hIleenan, because lie dealt with one or two
vecry important matters affecting particu-
larly the goldfields. To him. as well as to
MAr. Wood I would say that the questions
they lhave* raised have all received attention.
ltiuring the course of my reply I think I

hnlbe able to touch upon practically every
point they raised. Mr. Heenan referred to
Otue Specially important point, namely, thle
1,0t1l accidents which have occurred in the
voldinning industry. Unfortunately dur-
inq the last year or two an incr .easing numn-
her of fatal accidents have occurred in the
go01lminint- industr.Y. After referring. the
matter to the department, I find that steps
have been taken with a view to mininfising
the number of accidents compared w.i th
what has been experienced during, the last
year or so. Steps have been taken to in-
clude the following: The safety pro-
visions of thle Mies Regulation Act
are beinr strictly enforced and failure
to comply with them is being- followed by
prosecution; two additional workmen's inl-

peelors hare been appointed; undergroundl

supervisors are reqluired to lie holders of
eertificatcs of eonipietcucy i v d a new regu-
lation has been gazetted requiring that all
firing, must be done byv thle cartridge system.
This indicates clearly that the Mines Depart-
mlent is alive to thle Atuatioii, and is pre-
pared to (d0 everythingt possible to improve
condiins which in thle past have led to the
occurrence of manyv fatal accidents. It is
aIs well that I should refer now also to the
remarks of Mr. Elliott, irho protested
against the chiarges of State Batteries for
tile treatment of residues, and suggested that
machinery should be installed to enable a
mnuch highler gold extraction to lie obtained.
I have little p~ersonall knowledge of the min-
ing- industry, consequently I propose to
lplaee before thle House the reply that the
depart mental offieials have submitted to mle
onl this point. The reply- is as follows:-

The average hlead value of tailings treated at
State batteries for the year ended 31st De-
comber, 1935, was .3.78 dwts. Only 56 per cent.
was worth more than 2 dwts. S grs., 38 per
cent. oniy averagedl 1 dwt. 10 grs. per ton,
and .3.6 per cent, could not be treated on ac-
count of its containing too much copper. The
treatmient charges onl tailings worth 2t ri ts. or
over are 4s. per ton less than at private bat-
teries. Thc profit front tailing treatment does
not cover the loss on milling and the cost of
cartage subsidies The average residue value
for 1935 was 21 grs. per ton, equal to 76.1 per
centt. extraction.

Only a sumall proportion of thie tailings would
pay for fine grinding, and the cost of instail-

l ation of the necssarv machinery is unwar-
rainted for such a smnall tonnage, and thle subse-
quent treatitent of thle slimed product fromn the
alumninous oxidiseil. ore, crushed at State bat-
teries, even with the most expensive filtration
plants, ha.-s Ieci proved unsatisfactory.

I do not know whether that reply' will meet
with the approval of tile lion, member, but
onl the face of it, it appears to be a reason-
able answer to his contentions. Both Mr.
Elliott and Mr, Scddon-I believe one or
two other members also mentioned the point
-when dealing, with matters affee-ting- the

mining- industry, referred to the -School of
M)ines at Kalgoorlie. MrIt. Seddon in parti-
cular asked that thle status of that institu-
tion should be raised until it approximated
that of the University of Western Australia.
'Mr. Seddon and others submitted reasons
why, in their opinion, that course should be
adopted, and I forwarded their remarks to
the educational, authorities. I have been
supplied with a lengthy statement on the
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matter and I propose to read it to the House with the mining industry and particularly
because I believe it is rather important and with the School of -Mines at Kalgoorlie. The
it will be of great interest to those associated report is as follows:-

The staff has been increased as the enrolinents increased as follows:

Average No.
Year. Lecturers. Part-time Research Staff. Cadets. IndividualTfeachers. Students.

1031 4 4 1 Metallurgist ... 201
(Principal included) I Laboratory As-

sistant
I Cadet

1036 4 Lecturers 7 1 Metallurgist 1 Cadet 548
(rnot including Principal) 1 Assistant I Messenger (two terms)

8 demonstrators I Assayer
2 Assistaat Lecturers I Laboratory As-

(Principal not included) sistant

Total: 1931, 1] ; 1936, 27, and the Principal has been taken off lecture work.

The reasons for the administrative control
of the School of Mines being placed under the
Director or Superintendent of Technical Edu-
cation were as follows: -

1. To co-ordinate the work and syllabuses
of the School of Mines with those of the Tech-
nical College and the Technical Schools in the
interests of uniformity throughout the State.
The Technical College conducts classwork in
Mining and Metallurgy, Engineering, etc., as
well as the School of Mines.

2. To co-ordinate the staffing and salary
rates for classification purposes.

3- To enable the Mines Department to have
the services of the Superintendent of Teelnical
Education as an Inspector periodically visit-
ing the School of Mines and advising as to its
staffing, equipment, and other necessities. The
Superintendent of Technical Education is quali-
fied to do this work. He is an Associate Mein-
ber of the Institute Of Mining and Metallurgy;
a certificated mine manager for both quartz
and alluvial miles; a certificated metallurgist
(gold) and ore dresser; a certificated mine sur-
veyor; and holds certificates for mechanics ap-
plied to mining. He has had several years ex-
perience underground as a practical miner and
contractor, and several years experience as a
civil engineer. He was the first lecturer in sur-
veying at the School of Mines.

The taking of the control away would not in-
crease the status of the School of Mines. The
control was not placed with the Superintendent
of Technical Education in order to restrict the
staff, but for the above stated reasons. The
School of Mines could not be placed on the
status of a University. The courses of a School
of Mines are not recognised as up to University
standard. In any case if it were possible to
raise the School of 'Mines to University status,
the entrance qualification would have to be
raksed to that of matriculation standard. This
would debar the majority of the present stu-
dents from attending at all, and defeat the
objects for which the school was established.

The cost would also be prohibitive as the pre-
sent cost would be doubled or trebled without
.any advantage except to the lecturers who
would require to he paid the same as Univer-
sity professors. The fact that a number of
young men trained at the school under the
system now operating and holding the highest
technical positions, is an argument against
altering the present system. The School of
Mines status could not be raised to that of the
Adelaide School of Mines in the way sug-
gested. At Adelaide the lecturers of the School
of 'Minces and the University professors work in
co-ordination, the students take some of their
lectures at the School of Mines and some at
the University. Both institutions arc avail-
able in the sanie locality, and arc accessible to
both lots of students. Here our similar insti-
tutions are over 300 miles apart.

The School of Mines is under the Mines De-
partmecnt, and controlled by the Minister for
Mines. It has nothing to do with the Educa-
tion Department whatever. The Superintend-
ent of Technical Education, so far as his
School of Mines control goes, is an officer of
thme Mines Department. There is no reason
for the school being controlled otherwise than
it is, and the Hon. Minister for Mines is very
definite on this point. The system of educa-
tion, be it technical or otherwise, must have
a central control for the purpose of "main-
.taining the status of the work done and having
it uniform. The title ''Superintendent of Tech-
nical Education'' was changed fronm ''Direc-
tor of Technical Education and the School of
Mines'' to make it uniform with South Aus-
.tral;a New South Wales, and Queensland. It
might be better to revert to the old title
''Director of Technical Education and Direc-
t School of M-%ines'' in order to make the

position clearer.

I have given the House the departmental
rep~ly in full because I realise from the re-
marks of goldfields members that they
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look upon the matter as important and de-
serving of consideration by the Govern-
ment. Quite a number of members have
referred to matters associated with the
agricultural industry and more particu-
larly to rural relief, tile Agricultural Bank
and other Acts that have been in operation
for some years, all of which were designed
to assist the primary producers in the agri-
cultural areas. If I understood those mew-
hers aright, most of them expressed their
strong opposition to Section .51 of the Agri-
cultural Bank Act. I an, just a little
afraid that some of those members do not
quite understand the purport of the sec-
tion or perhaps it may be that they) have
not looked at it from the point of view of
its connection with the Act and the reason
for its inclusion in that measure. WrhenI
the Act was before Parliament i its final
stages, a conference of managers was held
and this particular provision gave rise to
a great deal of trouble. The managers sat
for several hours in conference and even-
tually Section 51 in its present form wvas
agreed to. I have not looked the matter
uip, but I feel confident that was the posi-
tion. I cannot help remarking that, inll y
opinion, the interpretation placed upon thle
section by some members indicates that it
is misunderstood. It does not represent
legislation that in any way affects per-
manent improvements or purchase of ma-
chinery, plant or stock. Loans for purposes
of that description do not come under that
section at all, and the question may wvell
be asked: What sort of advance does comie
uinder Section 519 M3y reply to that is
that the section applies to advances con-
sidered necessary to enable a settler to
buy seed wheat or fertiliser or for susten-
ance purposes. In other words, it refers
to what are conmmonly' known as seasonal
advances and does not in any way affect
the general policy of the Agricultural Bank
which is to advance money for a number
of relative and specific purposes. For in-
stance, a refund of interest already paid
may be required by a farmer. That has
occurred on many occasions during thle hist
few years and will continue for some time
to come. A settler may have paid his in-
terest some time before and then be inch
that he is confronted with difflcudties
in carrying onl his operations. ta those
circumstances he makes application to the

Agricultural Hanik for assistance to enable
him to do so.

Honl. A. Thomson: But that has to be
paid. le does not handle the money at
all under the provisions of the Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We know
that the Agricultural Bank takes a lien
covering one year .s interest; that is all.
Anyway, to continue the point I was mak-
ing, the settler finds it necessary to apply
to the Banik to obtain assistance to carry
onl for that particular season. He may
want his money back in order to buy ferti-
liser supplies or seed wheat, or even to
provide the necessary wvherewithal for his
family. In such eases, the bank authori-
ties have power to refund the instalment
of principal and interest paid and then
that amount becomnes a first charge against
his crop as wvell as against his major
sources of income. I do not know that
an 'yone can reasonably raise objections to
that.

Hon. A. Thomson: Those who have to,
work under that Act do not feel too happy
about it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Naturally
very feow of those peop~le are happy to-day
because they are in such a bad position.
The Agricultural Batik authorities arc e
sirous of assisting the farmers so far as
they canl and make use of Section 51 for
that purpose. That section covers only
one year's interest overdue or an instalmaent
of principalt and interest refunded to the
farmer or as a seasonal advance to enable
him to continue his operations. It goes
no further than that. Under the provisions
of the Discharged Soldiers' Settlement Act
of 1919, which was passed by a non-Labour
Government, the administrators wer, given
very wide powers. They not only were
able to take a mortgage over the soldier's
]lnd, but a charge onl his crop and chattels
and not merely for one year's interest or
for seasonal assistance as under Section 51
of the Agricultural Bank Act, lint for the
whole of the money advanced to him and
interest due by hill.

Homn. A. Thomson: They arc not well
stsedwith that.

The CIEF SECRETARY: Naturally.
Hon. A. Thomson: They want to be on

the same footing as the others and they
should be.
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T1he CIEF SECRETARY: I will deal charge in favour of the Industries Assistance
with that later on. I would also point out
that tinder the Jndlustries Assistance Act a
first charge is taken for all interest and ad-
vances over the land, crops, produce, jive-
stock and the progenyi. thereof, the chattels,
implements and nmachinery of the person re-
ceiving help.

Hon. L. Craig: Section .51 does the samie
thing and enables a lien, to be taken over the
property of the farmer.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am re-
marking that the provision is by no means
novel. There is nothing novel in the jprovi-
sions of Section 51, but if one took the re-
marks of some members literally one wvould
come to the conclusion that this was an in-
novation on the part of the Government
which was not j ustified. As a matter of
fact, the present measure does not go as far
as the Discharged Soldiers' Settlement Act or
the Industries Assistance Act. While those
Acts impose a charge for the whole amount
advanced, Section .51 implIoses a charge only
to a limited extent. There are approxi-
mately 2,400 soldiers farming under the Dis-
charged] Soldiers' Settlement Act, and 533
unfunded debtors tinder the Industries Assist-
ance Act, whose goods and chattels are ex-
tensively encumbered without any serious
detriment to credit. That is one of the argu-
ments submitted by' members, that this par-
ticular section is detrimental to the credit of
the farmer concerned.

Hon. A. Thomson: It certainly is.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I cannot
agree with the lion. member. It is merely
similar to the amendment to the Agricultural
Bank Act of 1930, which was passed by our
predecessors and which, I think, was sup-
ported by the hon. member and other hon.
members representing country constituencies.

Hon. A. Thomson: We have seen the error
of our ways since then..

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Act
which was passed by the previous Govern-
ment says:-

If any advance is nade by the Bank to any
person for fallowing, fertilisers, insurance of
crops or lbuildings, or any interest for not more
than one yea~r w'hich has become payable to the
Baink, the Bank shall he entitled to a first
c-harge fit priority to all other encumbrances
upon all crops sown or to be sown or grown
upon any lands hield or occupied by such per-
son for agricultural or farming purposes, sub-.
ject to the charge ranking after a similar

B3oard.
lHon. members will see that the principle to
which so nmuch objection has been raised was
emnbodied in at Bill with wvhich the Govern-
ineat hiave had nothing whatever to do, but
at Bill wthicrl, was introduced by the Country
Partv and the National Party Government
without the slightest objection being raised.
But, wh% en a Labour Government simply
copies it into its Bill, a storma of protest is
raised.

lion. A. Thomson: It is the way it is
beini- administered to which objection is
taken. There was some elasticity then;
there is none now.

The CItEF SECRETARY: I cannot
agree with the lion. member. I nam advised
that thce-e is at lot of elasticity about it. I
have here sonic remarks from the Agricul-
tural Bank iii regard to it which indicate
onte vecry good rcason why it is highly essen-
tianl that a clause of this sort should -be in-
cluded1 in the Agricultural Bank Act. It
tear he as well if I read the reply of the
A gricultural Banik:

With, regard to Section 51, although the
charge thereby created is exei-cised against the
crops and other income of all debtors who are
in arrears with, their interest, refunds may
be obtained and ale continually being imade on
application to the branch office. Section 51
was only enacted after long experience haid
showrn thait without control over the income of
its borrowers, it was impossible for the Batik
to stop the drift in its accounts. The inquiry
of the Royal Comminssion clearly showed that,
notwithstanding the depression and the very
had times farmers were passing through, their
accounts with the stock firms had improved,
while their accounts with thme Agricultural flank
Jiadl drifted. The stock mechants were making
profits out of stock depaisturing ois Bank pro-
,perties, and time Bank got nothing.

With regard to outside credit, that is, ad-
conceit made by stock firms on sheep, etc., thu
sectiomi has been used to regulate, nlot to Control
comtmercial credit. Exemptions arc given to
acquire sheep in all cases wvher-e it is to the
settler's lbe,,e.'t to stock. Many thousandls of
sheep have been supplied to farmers under this
condition. The Commissioners are miot awra-e
of one single instance where Section 511 has1
operated to the detriment of a Banik client. It
is no use Mr. Piesse talking in generalities. He
should state specific eases, and if this is done,
time untdertaking will he given that they will be
looked into synipathetically.

Credit-worthy settlers are being provided biy
time Bank with horses and plant, b~oth 1w trans-
fer front abandoned holdings and by the issue
of new loans, and also by the Bank foregoing
its claims under Section 51 to allow private
dealers to supply them. But it fins to be borne
fin mind that only under special circumstances



[16 SEPTEMBER, 1936.] 623

.and with. the approval of the Governor can ad-
vances be made in excess of £2",000 on any one
secu~rity, and in a number of cases advances
in excess of £2,000 have been refunded.

The remarks of thie Agricultural Bank Corn-
Iiisioners in connection with Clause 51
show conclusively that there is a necessity
for it.

Thon. 0. W. 'Miles: Of course there is.

The CIIIFF SECRETARY: I am glad to
Inlow that one miember supports uts in this

direction.
Hon. A. Thomson: Iie should be sitting

behindu you a 1(1 not where hie is.
Them ('111FEF SECRETARY: Anyway one

vaul quite tunderstanid that those farmers wrho
are in the position of having to apply for
-a refund of intercst feel that they are being
bardly' dealt with, if called upon, as I under-
stand they have been called upon on some
oieasions, to give as security something
which perhaps they look upon as absolutely
their ownu. At the same time, I think we
must recognise that if the Agricultural Bank
were called up~on to manke seasonal advances
so that the settler might carry on for the
particular season under consideration, he
should not complain too severely, especially
in %view of the remarks I have read, which
indicsate that s ,ympathetic treatment is given
in all1 eases, and that in no reasonable case
has there been a refusal on the part of the
Bank. I think it "'as Mr. Piesse who, refer-
Ting- to the Dischiarged Soldiers' Settlement
Act, ask-cd the Government if they thought
it fair "to place all these improvements and
increase to stock under an ordinary bill of
sale." Hie suggested that the Agricultural
Bank should extend to soldier settlers its
practice of allowing group settlers with free
stock on t heir farms to remove and sell the
stock Ibefore it conies under lien of the Bank.
As it is, if the soldier settler finds his posi-
tion untenable and leaves his holding, he has
no recourse but to hand over the whole of
his stock to the Banik. Alr- Piesse asked if
it was reasonable that a soldier settler should
be forced to spend his own money on the
insurance of the Ag' ricultural Bank pro-
perly' . I think most reasonable men would
a~grec that the question as put by iMr.
Piesse was hiardly' reasonable. When wye deal
with the facts of the case, I think the
position is quite all right, and that there i
nothing to complain about. Under Section
16 of the Discharged Soldiers' Settlement
Act the Bank has a c-har-ge over all crops,

.stock and chattels of a dischiarged soldier
settler. These borrowers were assisted on a
more liberal scale than civilian settlers and,
taking this into consideration, the Act gave
the Banik additional security which, in the
case of an ordinary debtor, is not enjoyed.
A mortgage over land covers all fixed build-
ings, whether they hav-e been erected with
Inoneys; advanced by a mortgagor or other-
wise. The mortgage covenant requires a
mortgagor to insure and to keep, insured all
buildings erected on tihe Banik'., security.
Where a borrower's indebtedness is written
down, or the account conditioned by spread-
ing the payment of al-rears of interest and
instalments over thme unexpired term of the
mortgage, a bill of sale is required over the
free stock and chattels of the debtor. The
security' is nut taken for realisation pur-
poses, but as an additional safeguard for
the Batik and the borrower, should the latter
again experience adverse financial circum-
stances. It is that last paragraph I would
commend to the notice of Mr. Thomson and
Mr. Piesse, that "the security is not tak~en
for realisation ipurp~oses, but as an additional
safeguaird for the Bank and the borrower,
should the latter again. experience adverse
financial circumstances."

Hon. L. Craig: It all depends on how that
is administered.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 think the
administration has been quite satisfactory.

Hon. L. Craig-: The power to realise is
there if they so desire.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: More than
one menmber- has referred to tme Rural Relief
Act, hut M_%r. Piesse dealt rather coin-
prehensively with it. I submitted his re-
marks to the trustees of this particular f und,
and they have supplied me wvith a fair
anmount of inforication. I consider it is of
such implortance that 1 intend to spend a
few moments dealingl wvith this question of
as istnnce granted tinder this particular Act.
Hr. Piesse expressed the view that the aver-
age grant was not sufficient for the purpose
desired. The averageC advance is about £325
while the total allocation to this State from
thie Commonwealth isi £1,300,000; and the
trustees point out to me that at the rate of
£325 per applicant adjustments can be
bffected on behalf of 4,000 farmners. Durin~g
the course of the debate the question was
raised as to whether 4,000 farmers would
require assistance under this Act. fn the
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opinion of the trustees there is every possi-
bility of more than 4,000 requiring aid.
On the wheat belt alone there arc roughly
11,000 farmers, and pastoralists, fruit and
dairy farmers are also eligible for relief.,
I am also advised that up to date there arc
over 1,700 applications and that further
applications are coining inl at the r-ate of
about 00 per wveek. About 700 cases have
already been dealt with. Therefore the
trustees do not think it advisable to pay out
to the applicants larger amiounts for fear of
the exhaustion of the flund. That is a quite
reasonable attitude to adopt, It is purely;
a question of money and the trustees have
no right .to assume that the Commonwealth
intend to increase the amount alreadyv ap-
proved by Parliament. Mr. Piesse also
suggested that we might adopt the Victorian
system, but the trustees claim that there is
a practical difficulty militating against the
adoption of that system iii Western Au~-
tralia. They point out that millions of
l)ounds arc invested iii the land in this
State and the amount necessary to pay'
the difference between the 66 2/3 and thme
whole of the sumi owing to the miortgagee
is simply not available to the, tru.rtees.
Mr. ]'iesse also said that lie could not under-
stand how it was that in the Eastern Statei
so much higher advances were made onl un-
secured debts than is done by the trustees
here, but I 'would point out to the boa.
member that while he was speaking he re-
ferred to the fact that iii Victoria they had
anl additional fund for this purpose--a fund
which is not available in this State. Ad-
vances have been made even here of higwher
amounts than £.500, but in those eases the
area on which the settlers farmn is fairlyv
large and is held in partnership by more
than one person. Both 2%Mr. Piesse and 'Mr.
Baxter raised a question as to the unsecured
creditor receiving only a very small sum of
money while the sec.ured creditor receives
his full 20s. in the pound, I would point
out that 20s. in the p~ound is p~aid to secured
creditors only when the asset is worth more
than that, and when it is considered to be to
thme advantage of the settler to raise the lien
on a potential source of revenue. No firm
supplying livestock onl the security of a
lien, and 'later knowing that the livestock
,were of more value than the amount owing,
either would or could be expected to reduce
the debt below its value. I think most hon,
members will agree with that. There is

little or no security for unsecured creditors.
Consequently sonic are paid only 2s. in the
pound, but where opportunity has offered
some have been paid even 15s. in time pouiid
-everything, of course, depending on the
position of the settler himself and the value
of the pro perty and assets. The position of
the country storekeeper was also raised in
this connection. Thme Trustees under the
Rural Relief Act sympathise with the small
storekeeper in this regard, but I think it will
be realised that they cannot apply preferen-
tial treatment in that case.

Hon. A. Thomson:. The country store-
keeper is having a very bad time indeed. To
me it senms unfair that after having fed and
clothed the farmer, the country storekeeper
should be treated as he is.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is ad-
mitted, but many other people are also hay -
ing a bad time. For instance, objections
have been received by the Trustees as the
result of having paid other debts at the rate
of 10s. inl the pound. Where, a man has
given his labour over a period and then
finds hie can only gYet 50 per cent, of what he
is entitled to in the form of wages, he too
has somec reason to complain. However, the
Trustees cannot help themselves; they are
carryinig out the Act to the best of their
ability, and in view of the amount of money
advanced I think they are doing a highly1
satisfactory job. I have quite a quantity of
information which I do not propose to deal
with in detail. but it is surprising to find,
in some individual cases, that unsecured
creditors have debts owing to them up to
£2,000. I do not understand how that has
come about hut nevertheless I am, sure it is
perfectly' true that there are unsecured
creditors to the extent of £2,000.

Hon. A. Thomson: 'Unfortunately it is
only too true. Storekeepers, have carried
settlers onl for years and years.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Trustees
have supplied me with several typical eases,
and it nmigh1t beC as wvell if I quoted two of
them showing a position where 2s. in the
pound has been paid to unsecured creditors.
In the first example the total indebtedness
was £7,518. Of this amiount £5,122 was
owing to the Agricultural Bank, and £;2,000
to a p~rivate bank. The total assets amounted
to £4,803, falling short of the amounts
owing to the two banks by £2,319. Accord-
ingly, nothing was left for unsecured credi-
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tort. On thosie figures the settler was in an
impossible position. However, the Director
got to work on the accounts, with the result
ihat he was able to arrange with the
creditors, secured and unsecured, that the
settler should be brought uinder the Rural
Relief Act. The Agricultural Bank reduced
their debt from £5,122 to £3,750. The
private batik, which hield a second
mortgage, accepted 2s. i n the pound
on the £2,000. The unsecured creditors
accepted 2s. in the pound on £295.
P'aymnents of small anmo~nts for machinery
and] road hoard rates amounted to £38S. To
implement the composition, £278 wras voted
from the fund, which reduced the set-
tier's debt from £7,518 to £3,750, a sum
which it was considered the settler would
be able to pay. I think that is an instonce
of a debtor who was in a really inipos-ible
position, but who, as the result of the acti-
vities of the Rural Relief Trustees, 11%s

been placed in a position where be "uit
carry on-I suppose with some hope of
success, notwithstanding the hard times the
faringiv comimunity are still. going through.
The second example I would like to quote
deals with a total indebtedness of £E11,300.
Of this. amount £E9,069 was owving to a pri-
vate bank on mortgage. The total assets,
after allowing for land rents outstanding,
amounted to £E6,015. Here again there w~as
nothing left for unsecured creditors. The
lposition was so bad that the Trustees were
doubtful wxhether any help could be
granted: and they deferred their deci-;ion
on the matter. In the meantime the Direc-
tor got to work with the Batik, and the
result was that the chargeable debts cotild
be regarded as £6,701, plus a new overdra ft
of £1,320, against which seasonal flnm'.mee
was arranged. In this case interest had
not been charged, and any surplus was ap-
plied to the reduction of the ov erdraft fle-
count. When that is paid off, interest at
4 per cent. per annum will he charged on
the capital debt. Advances which have
been arranged for this season total £63.
The machinery on hire was cleared at £C67
lepss than the amiount at which it was valued
lwv the settler, and the unsecured credL-
tors received 2s. in the pound. An enab-
ling advance of L£363 was approved from
the fund for this purpose. It is only right
to point out that in both these cases the
arrangments were made voluntarily with
private institutions, and took effect at once.

lon. E, if. Angelo: flue to the work of
the Director.

The CUIEF SECRETARY: Quite so.
l(on. P.1 11. Angelo: The Director has

been acting as a fairy godmother.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: These are,

only two cases among a number- but they
happen to he eases where the fantner wasi
in a particularly bad position, owing such
large amou0Lnts, With assets So uUch less
than the amounts owing, that his position
appeared to be rquite impossible. In these
cases thie farmer has now been placed in
a position where lie has a reasonable chance
oC carrying on successfully.

Rton. A. Thomson: The eases also show
that the Associated Banks are meeting the
position. Is not that so?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: What I have
stated shows that in sonic cases the Asso-
ciated Banks have itact the position.

Hon. A. Thomson: In the two eases
quoted, very definitely.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the banks
had not done so, what Would have been
their position? It was a casa of either
meeting the debtor or getting nothing.
On abandoned farms the security reduces
in value rapidly.

lion. H1. Tuehey: Did those private
bainks have first mortgyages?

The CHiIEF SECRETARY: In the sec-
ond ease the Associated flank had a first
niorigage. I think it can truthfully be said
that the working of the Act is giving sat-
iation to the settlers who are taking

advantage of it. Probably there will hie
some cases where it is impossible for the
Trustees to do anything of real value for
the applicant; but, generally speaking, I
believe they have given every satisfaction.
Another point has been raised in connec-
tion with the subject, and that is the ques--
tion of equipping applicants with new plant
and power. Unfortunately the Rural Relief
Fund can only be drawn upon for the pay-
meat of debts, and not for assistance in
equipping settlers with plant. Hon, mem-
bers -who were closely interested in the
mneasuire wheni it was passing through this
Chamber will remember that although we
endeavoured to secure the right, or
power, to do something in that direc-
tion, this was refused hy the Con-
mon-ealth authorities. Those cages show
cronclusively that the Trustees have adopted
the rizht policy; that they are working on

M
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the assuiiptiou, based onl their experience
up to date, that there wvill be a considerably
larger number of applicants than they have
already received, and that it would not be
fair to grant to early applicants assistance
on too generous a sc~ale, implying that later
applicants might have to lie satisfied with
soniething less than they would otherwise
have received. Another agricultural ques-
tion dealt with by several members, inelud-
ing Mr. Baxter,' is that of depredations by
foxes. Certain references have been made
to the administration of the Central Vermin
Fund. The Government's attitude in this
connection is plainly illustrated by the
decision of the Minister for Agriculture to
pway a bonus of 2s. 6id. per scalp during the
ensuing year, despite a recommendation by
the Vermin. Advisory Board that payment
of the bonus be eliminated altogether. It is
unfortunate that on account of the state of
the funds a reduction of the bonus
paid for one of the animials declared to be
vermin has bcomne imperative; but other-
wise there would not have been sufficient
funds to contiinue the payment of the bonus
which has been declared. Members may be
interested in a few figures dlealing with the
fund, and T wish to point out that the col-
lctions of the Central Vermin Board last
year were the lowest since the inception of
the fund, owing to the decrease in laind
values. On the other hand, the number of
scalps p)resented constituted a record, mainly
on account of the great increase in foxes,
bonus paymnents heing mnade on 32,711 of
these vermin-quite a large number. The
only alternative to decreasing the bonus was
to raise the vermnin rate-, and this the -Minis-
ter dlid not wish to do, having regard to the
financial position of the farmers. I have
been supplied by the department wvith cer-
tain particualars, which I think it may be
desirable to submit to the House. The Ver-
min Trust Fujid Act provides that the rate
shall be levied on all holdings over 160
acres, and shall not exceed id. in the pound
of the unimproved value of land held under
pastoral lease, and 1/2d, in the pound of
the unimproved capital value of other hold-
ings. The rate is not leviable on holdings
which are (a) enclosed within a vermin-
proof fence, (b) which are owned by or on
behalf of any religious body, or (c) used
exclusively for the purpose of a public hos,-
pital, benevolent asylum, orphanage, or
other charitable purpose. The maximum
rates were levied during- the years ended

30th Jane, 1927, 1928 and 1929, since whben
only one-half of the maximum rates has
been levied, The maxinmum amiount collect-
able under thle rate levied varied from
£E47,000 in the first three years; about
£23,500 for the years ended 36th June, 1930,
to 1,933. and about £2-0,000 for the years
1934, 1935 and 1930. The greatest amount
collected was f 50,174 in 1928-29, including
arrears. front previous years. For the year
ended 30th June last onily £18,156 (the lowv-
est so far) was collected, and the fund was
in debt to the Treasury. The total amount
collected to the 30th June, 1936, was
£275,079. The greatest expenditure in any
one year was £51,175 in the year 1929-30,
and thle lowest amount was £9,332 in the
year 193-32. The total amount expended
in bonuses since the inception of the fund
to the 30th June last. was £C275,882. The
bait rate oE tax has been approved by the
Minister to he levied for the current finan-
ciail year. Members,. I think, will agree that
these figures are very illuminating. The re-
port goes to show that the department have
acted in the best interests of the farmers
throug-hout the State. Air. Baxter, in the
course of his remarks, said that large sums
of money were being expended in the metro-
politan area. on public works, yet no money
was available -with which to provide addi-
tional country water supplies. The provi-
sion of country water supplies has
always received favourable consideration
ait the hands of this and previous Labour
Admninistrations, notwithstanding that these
settlers have only been asked to pay -water
charges. which even if they had been col-
lected, would seareely have covered working
expenses. I should also like to point out
that the trouble is not so mnuch the provision
of wvater works as the obtaining of sufficient
raiin to enable adequate water supplies to
lie established. That is the difficulty today.
Even now in quite a number of districts the
necessity for additional water supplies is
ve-ry acute, and the Government are con-
sidering ways and means of making provi-
sion in that direction. In some instances
unduly large sunis of money have been re-
quired to conserve the interests of a comn-
paratively few people. Nevertheless, the
Government have given attention to that
p~roblemn, and I feel sure that in each
instance the settlers will be met with
consideration to the best; of our ability.
Mr. Baxter referred to luxurious

626



[16 SEPTEMBER, 1936.] 627

transport for city residents. I could not
help thinking that not only his remarks, but
the remarks of one or two other members
served to resuscitate the old argumcent of
town versus country, an argument that I
thought wye had got beyond some years ago.
The lion. gentleman, of course, intimated
certain dilliculties, the most important being-
the provision of employmnent for the intent-
ployed. We have had to give consideration
to putting in hand] works that would employ
large nutmbers of men, rep)roductive works
if possible, and which in all eases wvould re-
quire a large proportion of the money to be
spent in wages, rather than in material.
There has been considerable activity in the
metropolitan area, as for instance, in the
.everage works It is a fact that the Water
,and Sewerage Departmcent is a reproductive
department, and I do not think the country
has much cause to complain on that score.
The hion. member made special reference to
the work being done on the Perth-Frcmantle
road. That road is costing a larg~e
sumi of money, hut the money is
not being specially provided by the
State Government; it is coming Out of
funds allocated from traffic fees. Con-
sequently it is not quite fair to say we are
spending money in that way and not provid-
lag money for country requirements. While
on that subject, the hion. member referred to

lie fact that there wvas a bridge over the
Swan River that was suitable only for the
lightest trarno, and in no way suitable for
a main road. Possibly the hion. member
was perfc tlv rirrht in that contention, but
in any case he will be pleased to learn that
the provision of a new bridge at that point
is now under consideration.

H~on. G. W. 'Miles: What about the half
million you wanted to borrow for the far-
mer's?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Craig
in his remairks again raised the question of
the interesit payable on repurchased estates.
It is not the first time he has raised
the question, but this is the first occasion
on which I have been able to g-ive him
what lie may consider a fairly satisfactory
reply. 31r. Craig said the interest on the
repurchased estates should be reduced. I
am glad to be able to tell Mr. Craig that
in conjunction with the revaluation of a
number of repurchased estates it has been
decided to reduce the interest rate from
6 per cent. to 5 per cent. I may add that
the reduced rate will be put into effect
almost immediately. 'Mr. Craig in his

speech evidently thought that the settlers
on those estates were being treated tno-
fairly in point of the interest charged.

lion. L. Craig: That was the position.
The CHIIEF' SECRETARY; However, the

interest rate, as I say, has been reduced
from 6 per cent, to 5 per cent., and will
be put into effect almost immediately. I
hope the lion. mnember wvill consider that a
satisfactory reply.

llon. L. Craig: Yes, it is very satisfac-
tory,.

The CHIEF SEC1*'TARY: A number of
other matters were raised by3 various mem-
bers. Mr. Baxter remarked that when
travelling through the coun try in company
with Mr. Thorby, the Federal Minister,
he noticed large areas of hare ground,
due appareni Iv to the depredations of
grasshoppers. It cannot he admitted that
the bare patches of ground referred to by
the lion, member are due entirely to the
depredations of grasshoppers. If this were
so, the vast areas of our goldficlds pastoral
country would be denuded of grass and
other Jpasture, for that country is the na-
lural hiomec of this species of grasshopper,
and is the original breeding ground. Owing
to the comparatively low rainfall, the pest
in those areas sw~arm~s annually. There are
many causes other than grasshoppers wvhich
might lbe responsible for the bareness of
the land referred to. Now I come to the
important question of the supply of fruit
eases, a question that was raised by several
members. From the remarks made by those
members I infer that they expect that the
State Sawmills should be prepared to
.supply whatever number of cases might he
required, irresp~ective of ally other condi-
tions that might prevail. I have interested
myself in this matter and I claim that the
State Sawmills arc the only mills in this
State that have dlone the utmost possible
in order to meet the position. A deputa-
tion waited on me a few months ago in con-
nection with this matter, and I thought I
had at least satisfied that deputation that
the State mills were doing all they could
reasonably be expected to do. But from
certain Press references that have since
appeared I am beginning to think that I
did not succeed in convincing everybody.
The position is that the State Sawmaills last
year, in an endeavour to provide for the
large quantity of fruit that had to be ex-
ported, used for last season's crop, timber
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that otherwise would have been seasoned seem to have an idea that all classes of
and used for the next crop. Consequently,
that reduced the number of cases that
it was possible to provide for the
season. The position lbeeamue so serious
that I decided to instruct that the State
Sawmills should go to the fullest possible
extremity in order to build up this year's
supply. I am now practically certain that
the State Sawmills can guarantee a deliv-
ery of 315,000 cases. This has been made
possible by alterations and additions to
the machinery and plant at Pemberton and
also by the installation of new fruit case
ventures at Manjimup. No effort is being
spared to do what is economically possible
and I am hopeful that even the forecast of
375,000 cases may be exceeded. This in-
formation of course deals only with the
activities of the State Sawmills, but I
understand that the principal fruit ease
distributors are also taking action which
should ease the position. Those firms are
making arrangements to supply an addi-
tional number of cases this year as against
their previous supplies. In consequence
the position is at least a little better than
it was when that deputation waited upon
me. Other sawmillers also are taking up
fruit case production and a fully equipped
new fruit case mill is in course of erection
at Dwellingup. One of the difficulties in
the way of supplying the full demand has
been the fact that the quality of cases
produced by the saw mills in this State is
very high. Single-piece ends have been
insisted upon by private growers and we
have endeavoured to meet their desires.
Then the growers asked that the timber
should be dressed on one side. We had no
sooner met that request than they wanted
it dressed on both sides, and we are
meeting that request also; and yet, with all
these requests, the sawmilling industry
have received no quid pro quo in the mat-
ter of payment.

Hon. W. J. Mann: The price is very goodl
The CHIEF SECRETARY: But how

does it compare with white wood 9
Hon. W. J. Mann: It is of no use sending.

money out of the country for white wood.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: We try to

avoid that as far as posible. It must be
remembered, however, that there is a point
beyond which it is impossible economically
to produce fruit cases. Many members do
not take much notice of that fact; they

timber can be utilised for fruit cases and
can be sold at a margin of profit. I repeat
that beyond a certain point it is economi-
cally unprofitable to produce fruit eases at
the prices which are being paid for them
to-day.

Hon. L. Craig: That is, for fruit cases of
the quality demanded.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes.
Hon. L. Craig: I know that is so.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is a

good deal of detail in the production of fruit
cases in such large quantities and we are
endeavouring to meet the position as far as
possible.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Do not you require
better facilities for cutting fruit cases, more
uip to date machinery?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is no
better plant in existence than that which
is being operated at present. As regards
the provision of facilities, it depends on
what the hon. member means by that tern.
The intake of a mill is governed by the Con-
servator of Forests; the mill is limited to
the area determined by him. All classes of
timber are not suitable for fruit cases, and
there are quite a lot of other factors to be
borne in mind.' As regards the establish-
ment of a fruit ease mill as a separate unit,
I doubt whether anyone could make it an
economic proposition. It certainly has not
been done tip to date where it is necessary
to provide the type of fruit case that is
demanded.

Quite a number of other agricultural items
were raised which are sufficiently interesting
to be dealt with. The question of the en-
croaehment of salt is an important matter
from the point of view of the farmer. The
present practice of the department is to re-
serve strip~s of 5 to 10 chains along the edge
of salt lakes. In the past the necessity for
providing such reserves as a protection
against the spread of salt was not fully re-
cognised, with the result that block bounda-
ries approached too near the salt lakes. The
pressure on the department by settlers to
open those reserves for settlement has in the
past been difficult to resist. The question of
making advances to farmers to recondition
their plant was raised. I know from per-
sonal experience that one of the most urgent
requirements of the farmers is a re-condi-
tioning of their plant. In many instances
their power is deficient, and their imple-
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ients have been in use so long that they are
not as efficient as they should be in order
to permit of proper farming methods being
practised. Consequently the farmers are
not getting the best results from their efforts.
As I remarked previously, the Government
did make an effort to secure the eonsent of
the Commonwealth Government to utilise a
portion of the money made available for the
rehabilitation of the farming industryv but
the Commonwealth Government would not
give their consent to the money bein~g
utilised in this way. The suggestion that
we should raise a loan of half a million for
the purpose of making advnces to farmners
for the purchase of machinery is one for the
Loan Council. The matter has received some
consideration from the Government, but I
am not in a position to state anything of a
definite character. One or two members of
the Government are personally interested in
farming propositions, and as the Deputy
Premier is a practical farmier, matters of
that kind are not overlooked. It is only be-
cause of our inability to take action that
nothing has been done. Another question
raised was that of soil erosion. I do not
wish to deal at length with that matter ex-
eept to say that the department have been
giving the question a lot of consideration.
The difficulties arising from soil
erosion have not assumed the same pro-
portions here as they have in the United
States of America and also in the Eastern
States of Australia. That is probably due
to the fact that the agricultural industry in
this State is younger than elsewhere.

Hon. H. Seddon: That is the only thing
that has saved ins-

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That might
be so. The qnestion is receiving attention.
We are in close co-operation with the Soils
Division of Council of Scientific and Indus-
trial Research, and Professor Prescott, who
is in charge of that division, is at the
moment visiting this State. All the steps
possible to take are being taken and the
subject is not likely to be overlooked. I have
dealt with agricultural questions, though not
as lengthily as I should have liked, but there
are one or two up)ofl which I have not
touched. As to those, I shall Communicate
at a later date with the members who raised
them. There is one point that I should like
mnembers to bear in mind. A good many of
the suggestions made, if put into effect,
would involve the expeCnditure of large sums

of mioney, arid I cannot help) thinking that
Mr. Baxter and other members, in allnding
to tire plig-ht of the agricultural community,
pos~ibly overlooked that fact. A heavy
burden has been shouldered by the whole of
the people of Western Australia as a result
of losses incurred oii past exp)enditure de-
voted to the assistance and development of
agriculture. In replies to questions I asked,
I was rather surprised to find that last year
.alone losses on agricultural development cost
the taxlpayers of the State £C872,000, exclu-
sive of the loss on the Year's operations at
the Wyndhiam Mfeat Works, which amounted
to a good many thousand pounds.

Hon. A. Thomson: Does that represent
interest not paid?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes.
Hon. A. Thomson: And principal!
The CHIEF SECRETARY: It not only

represents interest which was not paid and
which cannot be collected, but includes
amounts owing to the State against which
all[ moneys recoverable have been offset.

Hon. A. Thomson: That amiount has been
written off?

Hon. W. J. MNann: It does not represent
all thle money expended?

Thle CHIEF SECRETARY: No, it is
money not recoverable. I am having dissec-
tions made and certain figures prodnced
which I would like members to consider
later on.

Hon. H. Seddon: A lot of useful informa-
tion is contained in the returns appended to
the Budget.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so.
The point I was making was that many, of
the requests preferred by representativesa of
the farming districts, if given effect to,
w%,old mean the expenditure by the Govern-
ment of very large sums of money.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And at the same time
a reduction of taxation is being p~roposed.

Hon. A. Thomson: That does not worry
the farmers, because they have not an in-
come on which to pay taxation.

Ron. G. W. Mfiles: No, hut other people
have to pay.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! The
Chief Secretary is addressing the Chair.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Let me make
a comparison for the informiation of mem-
bers. I said that last year the losses on
agricultural development cost the taxpayers
£872,000. The total collections under the
financial emergency tax last year amounted
to only £827,000.
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Hon. A. Thomson:- A good deal of that
loss was due to the depression.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not
dealing with that aspect. 1 wanit mlembers,
to realise the position and also to appreciate
the problems with whichi the Government are
faced. A further comparison might be made
with the income tax collected last Year
amiounting to 9274, 794, which represented
only one-third of the amiount which tile tax-
payers had to shoulder last year for losses
on agricultural development. If members
hear those figuires in mnind, ] think they wvilt
lbe a little more generous in their criticism.
The Government cannot do all they wvould
like to do or all that niembers expect them
to do.

lion. L. B. Bolton: It would be better if
you dlid not waste money in directions in
which we think yon should not expend it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I shall havu
a few words to say onl that question later.

lien. A. Thomson: 1 shiall he interested
to see the dissection of the £C872,000.

Thle CIEF SECRETARY: I desire to
refer particularly to some remarks made by
Mr. Holmes. Hie dealt rather trenchantly
with the subject of leprosy in the far North
and painted a somewhat disturbing picture
when dealing with the incidence of leprosy
in the -North. lie stated that nobody seemed
to ]have done s'erv much inl connectioni with
the disease, which was spreading until the
position had now become alarming' That
statement, taken in conjunction with, re-
marks by oilier members, would make the
position seemi partic-uhirlv serious. I do not
for one moment wish to mninimise the seri-
ousness of the seourge of leprosy, no matter
where it might. appear, but there is no need
to exngg-ert't thle position. I think it will
lie admitted that the present Government
have done quite a lot to meet the situation.
After thle Rloyal Commission onl Aborig-ines
reported, -we immediately adopted some of
the recommendations. 'Members are aware
that we appointed a medical officer for the
far NYorth, whose main. duty was to medic-
ally examine the natives. 'We have proxided
a native hjospital at Wyndham, have built
additions to other hospitals, and are at pre-
sent building- at 1)erby a leprosarium which
is costing a g-ood many thousands of pounds.
M1r. Holmes, who was supported by one or
two other members, suggested. that we were
not going far enough in this direction. I want
to assure the House that the Medical De-
partnment understand the position thorough-

ly, and that we are taking all steps pos-
zdiilt- to cope with the situation. Let me

iaa little further and] say that while 12
itioitlis ago, lureviotis to the appointment
of the present medical officer for the North,
there was everyv indication of the incidence
of lelrw5s being fairly widespread, that cont-
dition of allairs is n~ot being- borne ont by
thle exaimination- and inspections of the
medical officer. WVhilst a considerable numn-
her of cas;es have been found in, thle last
coule of years, ilie large number of natives
who hav-e been examniied in thne last six
months, have not disclosed more than a few
case-;. There is no need to exaggerate thle
positioni. We are Coping with thle situation,
and there sevios very little more that we canl
do0 just niow. Onice a leprosarium is estab-
lished and thie known lepers are transferred
to it, and the medical officer for the NYorth
carries onl with his duties, I think thle people
uip there can be satisfied that there is very
little else the department can do.

Hon. 0. W. 'Miles: Will you arrange for
the seg-regation of affected people at Broome
uintil they arc transferred to Derby?

The CHIF SECRETARY: We have
that matter in hand. There are many duffi-
culties. ill the way of doing immediately
what people expect us to do. Frequently
conferences must take place. There are cer-
tamn things the department has to inquire
into before g-oing onl with themn. -Mr. Miles
hiimself has just raised a point that requires
some little consideration. The department
thought they had found a solution of the
difficulty by using the quarantine station at
Broome, which I understand has never had
a patient in it. The Commonwealth Gov-
crnmeiit, however, are not prepared to give
us permission to use the building for this
purpose. We have considered other ways
and means of providing accommodation in
which to hold lepers that it may be neces-
sary to keep in Broome for any particular
period, pending their transfer to Derby.
How far the matter has gone I am not able
to say at thle moment. I should like to coun-
mcmii further on thle remarks of Mr. Holmes.
When Dr. Cook made his survey some 12
years ago hie examined a large number of
natives, but only three of them. were diag-
nosed as lepers. It is only in recent years
that any great number of lepers has been
discovered in the 'North. It is possible that
when Dr. Cook made his examination some
advanced eases were missed. We know that
natives are apt to go bush, and therefore
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to be missing when the survey is in
progress. It is also possible that soume ad-
vanced eases that were not found then have
been discovered since, and that such cases
hare been a source of infection during the
period they have remained undiscovered.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It is possible that
many affected natives have gone bush now.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We cannot
blamne Dr. ])avis for that, He is doing a
good job. lie has just finished an examina-
tion of ntives in the Kimiberleys. lie has
covered a large area of country, and I
think has visited every station. He has
examined hundreds of natives, but I do
not think hie would claim that he had exam-
mned every one in the area. As lie goes
through the district periodically, no doubt
he will pick up those who so far have
dodged him, It has been said that nothing
has been done, whereas I have pointed out
already that quite a lot has been done.
On the question of segregation it must be
admitted that we have had to meet
extraordinary difficulties. When we had
to send leprous natives to Darwin,
the facilities we had in Derby for holding
them pending their transfer were very
crude, and at times we had difficulty in
securing the necessary transport. WheTn
we did succeed in securing transport fronm
Derby to Darwin, we hadl to pay exorbi-
taut prices for the boat that was used.
Many difficulties were placed in our way
which made it awkward for the department
to carry out its duties. Whatever was pos-
sible to be done was done. Now that we
have decided to erect a leprosarium ait
Derby no one will be happier than the
Minister for Health and myself when it
is completed. 'Whilst we arc only provid-
ing for a certain number of patients at
present, the establishment is so designed
that it will be a simple matter to increase
thle accommodation to deal with any fur-
ther cases that may be discovered. One
macmber asked whether the leprosarium at
Derby would be used for any white lepers
that might be discovered. At present we
know of no white lepers in the North. If
we do discover one or more, it will be pos-
sible to provide for them without utilising
the accommodation that is being provided
for native patients.

lien. G. W. Miles: Has anything been
done to secure a Government boat for the
remioval of these nativesd

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Esti-
mates make provision for a number of
thingvs, but that provision is dependent
upon thle money that is available. This par-
ticular matter is one of those we have in
wind, and I hope sincerely that it will be
one of the items that do not have to be
cut out of thle Estimates. It must be re-
membered that there is a medical officer in
each port onl the 'North-West coast. One
of the duties of the medical officer has been
to supervise thle health of the aborigines in
his district. I do not want to be critical
of any professional man. If the position
is as serious as outlined by Mr. Holmes,
it is strange that none of these medical
men has made any complaint, or has com-
mnicated with the department until recently
on the subject.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Did not the doctor
at Derby communicate with the depart-
ment?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: He has, only
recently been sent there. We have a num-
ber of up-to-date young medical men now
in the service. These are stationed at the
principal ports in the Far North, and are
doing their work well.

Ron. G-. W. 'Miles: They are a capable lt
of men.

The CIEF SECRETARY: Yes. In
some instances these madical hen have
been specially trained in the treatment of
leprous cases and diseases of a tropical
character, and sheould be of great benefit
to the people of the North. These officers
are supposed to make a periodical examina-
tion of the station natives. In that way,
and in conjunction with the medical offl-
cer, Dr. Davies, we can take it for granted
that the supervision will be better in the
future than it has been in the past.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I have been told that
thle trouble with these people is that they
will not go near a doctor when they are
diseased, or if they have any suspicion that
they are diseased.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: What would
Mr. 'Nicholson expect us to do then

Hon. J1. Nicholson: That is the question.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We cannot
do more thaa have these periodical exam-
inations.

Hon. J. -Nicholson: It will be necessary to
do more than that. It may be necessary to
have a round-up.

63i
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The CHIEF SECRETARY:- How is that
to be done? We have no power to examine
medically any native, or to compel any native
to stay in a hospital.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: He would not sue
you if you did make him stay.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: These are
points that will be dealt with in the amend-
ing Bill. They indicate the great difficulties
we have experienced in the past. We are
endeavouring to surmount them now, and I
think are doing so satisfactorily. 11r.
Holmes said, "For the last 25 years thle
lepers in the Ntorth have been allowed to
mix with other people." That is neither a
correct nor a fair statement to make. They
have been segregated as soon as possible,
until transport could be arranged, and very
often segregated at very great cost to the
department. At one period many were not
recognisable as cases of leprosy. -Mr.
Holmes also compared the manner in which
we have dealt with the question in the
North, as against the way we have dealt
with it in the South. He said that a special
committee had been appointed at once to
deal with the segregation of sufferers in the
South. That is hardly the position. The
committee was not appointed to deal with
the segreg-ation of lepers, but to investigate
the question whether the present lazarette
at Wooroloo, which had been used for lepers,
should he removed elsewhere, or allowed to
remain where it is. It was not a ques-
tion of inquiring into the necessity for seg-
regation. There was no question of prefer-
ential attention being given to the South as
compared with the North. MNr. Holmes also
referred to the Principal 'Medical Officer
having claimed that the hospital gfrounds i's
the North were the proper places for holding
lepers. The officer in question has never
made such a claim. It is necessary from
time to time to hold lepers in the hospital
grounds, hut only because there has been no
oilier place in which to hold them. In view
of the discovery of so many eases of leprosy
in the North, we are making available addi-
tional facilities to meet the position. The
Principal Medical Officer has endeavoured
to allay public alarm by pointing out
that long, Close, and continued contact is
necessary for the contraction of the disease,
in the absence of knowledge that a case is
that of leprosy. He insists that his views on
leprosy do not differ from those of Dr.
Cook, or of any other medical authority.

Mr. Holmes went on to say that the Princi-
pal Medical Officer stated on one occasion
that in Europe the authorities did not iso-
late lepers at all. That is either ineon7eet
or is due to a misunderstanding. In several
countries lepers arc treated aus out-patients,
but this does not mean that none of them is
segregated. T~he Principal Medical. Officer
has been somewhat concernted over the criti-
cisin levelled at him by M1r, Holmes and
others, and says this-

My views upon leprosy have been totallY
mIIisunderLstood. It lios eveni been said that I
otated thiat leprosy is not infectious, and the
suggestion thurt f believe segregation of eases
is unnecessary is ridlivulous. Segregation of
all infective cases is thle oliy way to C-ontrol
thle disease, especially anmngst atives, but all
medical authorities agreel that there are ninny
.cases wbichl could be given their freedom withi-
Out dafnger to thie Colunity, hut thley shou1l1d
be Lilider surveillance.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The CHIEF' SECRIETARY: On the cjues--
(ion of leprosy, Mr. Holmes suggested that
there was a side-tracking of responsibility
iis between the Aborigines Department and
the Health Department. That position does
not exist. The two departments are work-
ing quite amicably.

Hon. G. IV. Miles: That was the position
at one time, was it not?

The C-TIE SECRETA-RY: I do not
think so. The Aborigines Department is
responsible for thle care of tha aborigines
and for the provision of all native hospitals,
while the Health Department is responsible
for the control of leprosy and leprosaria,
whethecr the patients are whites or natives.
The leprosariuin that is being built will be
completed in the near future, and the Prin-
cipal 'Medical Officer, Dr. Atkinson, pro-
poses to visit Derby in connection with the
opening of that institution. The number of
lepers pro ided for in the leprosarium is
quite su micint to cover the known eases at
present, and, as, I remarked before the tea
adjournment, should there be a large in-
crease in the number of lepers to be dealt
with, it will he anl easy matter to increase
thle accommodation. I think it was Mr.
Thomson who asked whether the white lepers
would be aitcommodated at the Derby lepro-
sarium, and my reply to that is that when
the position arises, we shall then decide whe-
ther to :tevinmodate them there or at some
other plaice that mar be used fur that put-
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pose. The ttuestion does not arise at the
present time, as there are no known eases of
leprosy among the white population of the
North-West. It may be necessary, in the
event of there being more than one case of
leprosy among the white population, to
transfer thems to whatever institution we may
have in the South in order that they may
be looked after, and in that event we may
find it ii~essary to transfer the patients by
road. Whatever the circumstances are at
the time, I can assure the House that the
Medical Department wvill be in a position to
cope with the situation in a satisfactory
manner. There is one other remark by 'Mr.
Holmes regarding this question to which I
shall refer. He made it appear that both
the Aborigines Department and the -Medical
Department have neglected leprosy in the
Broomne district since Dr. Cook presented
his report in 1924. It will he particularly
interesting to members to hear the following
extract quoted from Dr. Cook's report:-

There is no evidence of the existence of
leprosy in the Broome region. It can definitely
be asserted that no useful evidence hais so far
been advanced to suggest that leprosy is pre-
yalent.
TChat is a veryV definlite statemeint, and its
tenor is quite the opposite of the remarks
made by 'Mr. Holmes. In ally event, what-
ever the position may be, the departments
believe that the arrangements they have in
hand at the present time will be capable of
ineeting ally situation that may arise, judg-
ing by the information available at the pre-
sent moment. When dealing with matters
alffecting the North, Mr. Holmes referred
to the position of the pastoralists. During
the course of his remarks, lie criticised the
Speech of His Excellency the Lieut.-Gover.
nor fromn the point of view that it indicated
all sorts of assistance for the wheatgroiwer
but nothing for the woolgrower, except a
reduced d~ip. It will be remembered that
this stage represented one of the few occa-
sions durinig the debate at which I inter-
jected. I told Mr. Holmes that the pas-
toralists were apparently quite satisfied with
the attitude the Governnient had adopted
towards their problems. The fact is that
representations were made a little while ago
to the Government by the Pastoralists' Asso-
ciation.

Hon. G. AV. 'Miles: Mr. Holmes had not
been informed by the association at that
timie.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Probably
Mr. Holmes was not fully aware of the facts

when be made his speech. I propose to give
an indication to the house of what hasp-
pened. The Pasitoralists' Association made
representations to the Government regard-
lu~g the very serious position in which many
of their members found themselves, as a re-
sult of thme drought in the North. The asso-
ciation submitted their ease in a very rea-
sonable manner and did not ask for any spe-
cific assistance. The letter did suggest
that in view of the fact that, owing to the
increase in the price of wvool, their land
rents wvere higher than they had been when
the price of wool was lower than it is to-day.
In consequence, their members were being
called upon to find the higher rental for
their leases at a time when their income
was much lower than for many years past.
The Government gave consideration to the
lease rents paid by the pastoralists, and
decided that they could not give any gen-
eral application to the pastoralists of the
North of anything that might be decided
upon. On the other hand, the Government
resolved that, in view of the exceptional
circumstances, it was only right that pas-
toralists who could show they were seri-
ously affected by the drought should be
relieved of the responsibility to pay land
rents for this year. It was also found that
the Government had no power to give effect
to their decision except by the express
decision of Parliament. Consequently a
Bill is being prepared for presentation
to Parliament this session to deal with
that question.

Hon. G. W. Miles: H-ear, hear!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I feel that
the woolgrowers generally will he quite
satisfied with the decision of the Govern-
mient in that direction. I think I can go,
so far as to say that the far North and
North-West have received every considera-
tion at the hands of the present Govern-
ment. We have a Minister for the North-
West who understands the many problems
of the people in the North, and he has not
been slow to give attention to their re-
quirements. To such an extent has this
been so that I think the people con-
cerned are fairly well satisfied with the
treatment they have received. One other
important question raised during the de-
bate was mentioned by Mr. Thomson when
dealing with youth employment. He re-
ferred to those young men who left school
during the years of the depression and
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thereby lost their opportunity to acquire regard to the financial emergency tax,
a trade or profession. He suggested that
the Government should set aside one-third
of the financial emergency tax for the pur-
pose of fitting those youths for some useful
occupation in the community. Based on
last year's collections, the amount involved
in that proposal would be at least £27.5,000,
which is a very large stun indeed. It call-
not be argued that the diversion of
that amount from Consolidated Revenue
would give any measure of relief to the
unemployed additional to what is now pro-
vided. Members will realise that, before
the commencement of each financial yea.r,
a meeting of the Loan Council is hl
at which each Government is allocated a
very definite sum to cover both the loan
programmei and deficit if one is incurred.
If the proceeds of the financial
emergency tax were used as sug-
gested by Mr. Thomson, their the
deficit for that year would be corres-
pondingly increased, and in the following
year portion of the loan money allocated
to Western Australia by the Loan Council
would have to be used for the purpose -it
financing- the deficit. Consequently the un-
employed would not receive any additional
benefit. Mr. Nicholson suggested that the
Government might regret the surplus w;as

not much larger than that recorded at the
end of the last financial year. I do not
know why he should desire a very lrg
surplus. It appears to me to be danger-
ons to have a surplus at all. Immediately
we recorded a surplus, apparently other
authorities determined that we did not re-
quire, or were not entitled to, the same
consideration we obtained when we had
deficits.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: It does not pay to
appear rich.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It appears
to amount to that.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: A surplus of £80,000
has cost us £300,000!

The CHIEF SECRETTARY: Unfortun-
ately the Commonwealth grant is not de-
cided in accordance with the disabilities
Western Australia suffers. I understand
it is determined in accordance with our
needs or requirements. If we have a sur-
plus, our requirements, from the Common-
wealth point of view, are certainly not as
urgent as they would be if we recorded a
deficit. That, however, is by the way. With

there seems to he a general misconception.
There seems to be an idea that the tax
was originally levied for the definite pur-
pose of providing work for the unemployed.
Of course, members in this Chamber know
that that suggestion is absolutely incor-
rect. An effort was made to earmark the
money for that purpose, hut it was not
successful. Naturally the Gov'ernment arc
keenly desirous of providing full-time work
as quickly as possihle, and the same can
he said of every other Government in Aus-
tralia. We have made efforts at various
meetings of the Loan Council to secure
money to enable us to give effect to our
desires. It has been pointed out, however,
that preference cannot be given to any
one State, and that if every State were
to be placed in such a position as to be
able to find full-time employment for the
whole of its unemploy' ed, the amount of
money required would be so large that it
would be imipossible foi the money to be
raised in Australia. Notwithstanding- our
disabilities in that direc-tion, we can claim
that the condition of sustenance nien and
relief workers in Western Australia is
definitely much better than in any other
State of thme Commonwealth. We are con-
stantly striving to better time position of
these unfortunate men, and as finances im-
prove, as we hope they' will, further im-
provonments will be brought about in their
conditions. It has alreadyv been announced
that, as from the 5th October, improvement
in those conditions is proposed, and while
they may not be as great as many
would like them to be, we are going
to the very limit of our resources in this
connection. In his references to the ad-
ministration of the Transport Co-ordination
Act, Mr'. Thomson appeared to create the
imlpression that the board has adopted anr
illiberal attitude detrimental to rural pro-
ducers. Clause 3 of the First Schedule to
the Act makes it quite clear that the Trans-
port Board has no control over a vehicle
which is owned by a producer and is solely
used for the purposes named, that is-

For thc carriage of livestock, poultry, fruit,
vegetables, dairy producme, or other perishable
.Commodities, or wheat, from the places where
they arc produced to any other place.
When it is so used it is provided that the
owner of a vehicle may carry on the return
journey any farmers' requisites for domestic
use, or for use in producing the commodities
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previously referred to, provided that these
aenot intended for sale. 0,, the otter

hand, it so happens that many producers
come to Perth with emipty trucks. Others,
on occasions, purchase in time city a flew
vehicle which is to be used on the farmn or
station, mnainly or solely in connection with
the production of wheat, wool or other coal-
ilodities. JIt follows, tin these instancees, that
I le owvner desirous of carrying, goods to his
proplerty must then apply to tile board for
it permit. When such appmlications have been,
made, thle board, tar from at ti ng in all
oppressiveC ift Ililti, has delcIt syin iathieticallY
with each ca,e. Soimetimnes a small fee has
been charged, bilt ol onl rare occasions has,
the fee exceeded 10s. In maniy instances at
permit has been issued without the paYnleilt
of a fee. Between the I1st Ala v and the 14th
August of thi, year, 54 permits were issue,[
to bona tide farmaers andl pastoralists, arid
21 of these were granted free of any charge.
Somietimnes a bona tide fainer comes to
Perth with an ellpty truck, a ad later desiries
a lieri tit for the righlt to carry hacki a
hleav y consignment of petrol or kero-
senie for use in connect ion with Iiis farnmng
operations. fIn such a case, it is usual
for thme board to charg-e him a smal
feec varying' from 2.,. 6d. to 5.s. He is in-
formed, however, that he must imot make
a reg-ular practice of comiing to the city for
the sole upurpose of cirving hack thesee
goods, an isrmndd ta lie nlecessarily
consigns by' rail A of his wool or wheait and]
uises the railwaysV. for thle transport of his
superphospllate. After i-. Thomson hald
used thme words "'unfortunately the act ion of

-the Government in this State seems to be in
the direction of stopping progre~s and pre-
venting people usiflz the Means of trancnort
which are of benefit to them," Mr. Hamers-
Icy interjected, "Unless they are within 25
miles of the metropolis.'* Mr. Tfancersler
was quite wrong when lie mientioned 25
miles. The Act provides that if any vehicle
is owned by ainy person, and suchl vehicle is
used solelY withlin an area of 16 miles of the
General Post Office, 11o licensie is required.
The holl. member in his reference to the
"metropolis" was equally misinformed, as
lie is apparently unaware that the Act
further provides the same exemption for any
vehicle which operates within a radius of 1.5
lailes of the place of business of the owner.
Mr. Wood amade some reference to the ex-
tension of the electricity Supply to Glen

Forrest. I understand that this matter has
been receiving- the consideration of the
Minister for Railways, who recommended
the project to the Treasurer. But nothing
further canl be done Until suchL time as the
Loan Estimates have been dealt with. To-
g-ether with Mfr. Thomson, Mr. Wood also
referred to the Nonalup-Albanv Railway.
Mr. Thomson said, ''The distane f rom
Albany to Nornalup is 70 miles byv rail. The
train takes 7A hours to do the jotirney." In
this connect ion the Commis-doner of Rail-
wrays states as follows:

IWith thme sparsity of ioipuilat ion in this dis-
trict, jnmrelv passenger servics are oat of the
questioni, and consequentl ' mixed trains, capable
of catering for all classes of truffic, must Of
liecessitY operate. ]it the froin g of time-
tables for this particular sectin. provision
miust 1be made for suficient t ine to cover ill
loading, inloading-, and sliuntinig operations,
at the 95 intermediate stopping points em-
braced in the journey' , a totally dlifferent pro-
position from a non- stop run tha linta privately-
owned motor vehicle makles possible.

While dealing with railway mnatters, Mir.
Wood urged a concession in respect to rail-
way freights on flour. I am informed that
while timlber enjoys a rebate in freight rates
of 1 per cent, in the case of shipments to
the Eastern States, or- 162 iier cent. for over-
seas cargoes, flour is also favoured with a
121.2 per cent, freight reduction in respect
of its carriage by rail to ports for exp~ort.
There is Of Cou~rse no eompari~on between
the freighlt rates of lte two commodities,
flour being included in the special grain
classification, one of thle lowest scales in the
department's tariff, but it nmighit be men-
tioned that following onl representations
made some little time ago by the W.A. Flour
Milling Association, the department made a
sp'ecial reduction of Is. a ton on flour to
enable that body to compete for overseas
Ibusiness, and it is pleasing to relate that this
aclion has assisted millers to place 7.500
orders tn dlate. With time low-freight operat-
ing for [Ile hauilage of flour, it has not been
practicable to apply the export rebate a.
well as the through-the-mill rate, and this
policy conforms to the practice eyisiting- in
the Eastern States, with whose rates those
of this administration do not suffer by corn-
parison. These are the remarks of the
Commnissioner for Railways in reply to the
suggestion of 31r. Wood. Several members
mnade reference to educational matters. It
was suggested by Mr. Piesse that a new high
school should be established on the Great
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Southern, for proference at Narrogin. He The CHIEF SECRt3TA-RY: But I know
also raised the question of a bicycle allow-
anice for school children. Mr. Wood touched
onl the necessity for the provision of better
travelling facilities for children travelling
to school in the hills district. He said that
lie failed to see whjy children residing in the
hills (listrict within 20 miles radius of Perth
should be granted free transport tickets
while others within 25 miles radius were not.
I submitted these matters to the Director
of Education, andt in reply he forwarded
some very interesting informnation which I
deemn it desirable to read to members. In
regard to a country high school at Narrogin,
the Director states:-

Representations hare been made as far back
as 1914 for the establishment of a country
high school at Narrogin. The Minister and thle
Director at the time. considered these matters
very carefully, and the petitioners on each occa-
sion were told that the number of children
available for high school education did not

-warrant the establishment of a high school at
Narrogin. Arrangements, however, were made
some yecars ago for children to take a three-
years secondary school course, including French
and science, up to the ''Junior'' certiflcate
standard. Children wvho pass the "'Junior'"
from this school may complete their secondary
education at any country high school, and will
receive a living-away allowance of £24 per an-
nuni for the two years. It has been the policy
of the department that no high school could
be established until there was a possibility of
about 200 children for the post-prirnary classes,
that is, above Glass Six, with a possibility of
tenl proceed for the fourth and fifthi-year
course. At thle present time the enrohment in
classes seveni, eight, and nine at Narrogin total

The matter has been receiving attention, and
iil accordance with the policy of the Educa-
tion Department, if the conditions suggested
by the Director can be complied with, there
may be a possibility of providing the high
school requirements desired by Mir. Piesse.
With regard to the bicycle allowance, the
Director of Education states:-

At present an amount of 6d. per week is paid
when bicycles are used as a means of convey-
ance. Thiis permits of a child receiving an ap-
proximate sum of 22s. per year for the main-
tenance of a machine, and is considered to be
a reasonable amount. Apparently the idea
underlying the agitation for an increased rate
is that the allowance should be increased to
permit of thle purchase of machines.

I do not know whether such an allowance is
made in any other State in the Common-
wealth.

Hon. L. Craig: It is not justified.

the arrangements made by our own Educa-
tion Department for providing facilities for
children to get to school are of a most come-
prehensive nature, arid I think that speaks
volumes for the way in which our various
Governments have endeavoured to meet the
disabilities wl'eb children in country dis-
tricks must necessarily suffer. With. refer-
ence to the Narrogin School of Agriculture,
the Director states:-

With few exceptions, the buildings at thke
Narrogin School of Agriculture leave much to
be desired. Thle accommodation provided for

Students is extremely poor, the buildings being
constructed of wood and iron. The walls of
the cubicles inside are lined with wood and
iron, and they are dark and have a dlingy ap-
pearance. Two of the farm cottages have been
condemned as unfit for human occupation, yet
one is still occupied owling to our inability to
obtain funds for erection of new buildings.
The main kitchen, which is also constructed of
wood and iron, is of bad design and unhygienic.
A new kitchen complete with, modem fittings
is badly needed. The dining room and common
room are both too small to meet requirements.
The silos, which are built of timber lined with
.galvanised iron, are worn out aind unsafe. At
the end of last year one of the students wvas
assisting in tilling a silo whlen lie met with
ant accident, on account of rotten timber, and
broke an arm. The cottage occupied by the
cook, lpoultcror, and dairyman is in a very lbad
$jate of repair. Although I have contiu-
ally pressed time need for renovation and new
buildings, little has been done by the Public
Works Department. Man,- of the places have
been kept habitable only through the work of
thle students. This is not part of their training,
but hals been done to prevent thle place fromi
falling into absolute disrepair.

I have quoted that in full to show that it is
not for wvant of drawing the attention of
the Government or the Public Works De-
partment to the necessity for something
being- done there. That nothing has been
done is because of the difficulty in providing
the necessary funds for that particular de-
partmient. Mfembers can rest assured that
these matters -will he given attention, and I
think Mr. Thomson and others will realise
the impossible task the Government would
have if they attempted to deal with all these
questions at the one time. In view of the
extensive programme we have put into
operation, and has been in operation during
the last year or two, the time is not far
distant when the Narrogin School of Agri-
culture will receive attention. With xpgard
to the Albany High School, it is urged that
a new classroom and library are required.
This work also wilt be carried out as soon
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as funds can be mnade available. Regarding
tile provision of better travelling facilities
for the hills districts, this matter has been
brought under the notice of the Minister
for Railways onl a unumber of occasions.
With the exception that the afternoon train
ex Midland Juncetion has now been extended
to Glen Forest, it hns not been found pos-
sible to make any further improvement to
the service. To provide a charabanc ser-
vice would he costly. Children who cannot
attend the -Midland Junction school, how-
ever, canl receive a post-primary education
to the junior standard at the local school.
With respect to concession tickets, children
residing within 25 miles of the city do enjoy
the same railway privileges as those residing
within 20 miles. MAr. Wood remarked that
he failed to see why children in the hills dis-
trict within a 20 miles radius of Pcrth
should be granted free transport tickets,
while others within a 25 miles radius were
not given the concession. In reply, I point
out that children residing within 25 miles
of the city do enjoy the same railway privi-
leges as those residing within 20 miles. On
thle subject of education, Mr. Baxter said
that the Government could spend huge sums
it. the metropolitan area, but the Education
Vote for the country had been skimped.
Reference was also made to the large ex-
1)enditulre onl the new girls' school at East
Perth. A qluestion was asked as5 to what had
actually been spent on new buildings during
the past three years. Excluding the Perth
Girls, School, £18,216 was spent in the city,
while in the coun try the amount was
£29,175. This proves that what 'Mr. Baxter
said that the Government had spent huge
sumns inl the metropolitan area and had
skimped the expenditure in the country is
hardly correct. That there was urgent neces-
sity for a new girls' school in the mnetro-
politan area must be admitted by anyone
who has studied the question. Now that we
have what I suppose is one of the most
mocdern schools in the Commonwealth at
East Perth, we can take it for ranted that
ais far as further expenditure is concerned,
the country will get equal c onsideration at
least with the city. 1 should like now to deal
with one or two remarks made by Mr.
Parker. He stated that a magistrate in the
country had told him he had to pay out of
his own pocket for the petrol he used in
travelling on official business in his car. I

ant 5uPplied with the following informna-
tion

Magistrates duties take them to definite
places in their districts on fixed dates, and it
can generally be accepted that they have ample
time in which to carry out their magisterial
duties. There are explicit instructicns that
where railway facilities are available they must
.be used, but any application such as is re-
ferred to by the lion, member would receive
consideration. A magistrate is required to per-
form ditties other thaa those of actually pre-
siding in court, and it has been and would be
a cause of complaint if they could be seen
only before and after the court sat and
rose. Requests have been made for magis-
trates to be available at the principal places
in their districts, and the department agrees
that it is very often necessatry to meet the re-
quirements of the public. for magistrates to
have time at those places away from their head-
quarters to permit of their being consulted by
residents of the locality.

Thus the lion. member's remarks are
answered to the extent that ally application
such as that referred to by the hion. member
would receive consideration. I am) assuming
that no application was made by the magis-
trate to whom the lion. member referred and
if that is so, that gentleman was perhaps a
little slow.

Hon. Hf. S. W. Parker: He was refusred it.
Thle CHIEF SE CRETARY: MNr. Parker

also dealt with the necessity for establishing
adrafting office. Thle drafting staff con

sists at the p~resent teofthe Solicitor
General, the Crown Solicitor and also Mr.
Boylen, who is Assistant Registrar of the
Supruine Court, and attends to the wants of
private members. The State is fortunate in
having tile services of Mr. W. F. Sayer,
ICC., who, althoug-h retired from office, has
for several years gratuitously carried out
consolidations of major statutes, the last
being the Supreme Court Act of 1935.
Clerical assistance is afforded to these offi-
cials as they require it, the recording of
the Bills being in the hands of the record
anid correspondence clerk at the head office
of the department.

Hon. H. S. AV. Parker: Regulations are
the main thing.

Thle CHIEF SECRETARY: I under-
stand that the Law Society has made repre-
sentations to the department regarding the
printing of an index to the regulations, and
this is now under consideration. With re-
gard to the publishing of the statutes, Mir.
Parker complained of their late issue in
bound volumes. It may be thought that the
bound copies of the statutes are delayed in-
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uidiniately, but whatever delays do occur are
dc to thle l)ublication of consolidations, and
thiese must be of considerable value to the
legal1 profession, particularly as they are
receiving the sessional volume at the samne
cost as would have to be paid if the eon-
Qolidations. were not included. The unbound
copies of every statute passed are available
ininediately they are printed; but legal
pralctitiollers probablY prefer to await tile

]{on. 11f. S, W. Parker ; U-nfortunately
they a tre not available; the Traffic Act is not
available. Neither are the Supreme Court
Art and the Administration Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The desire is
to imike them available as soon as con-
venrient, and while it may nut be possible
entirely to meet the wvishes of -Mr. Parker
in that direction, 1. believe there has been an
improvement in that respect in recent years.

H-on. 1-1. S. IV, Parker: We always used
to get the statutes in 'March,

,The CHIEF? SECItETARY: The hon.
member also referred to the consolidation of
the statutes. I am told that this work is,
being proceeded with at a commendable rate.
Last session the Supreme Court Act was
passed and it has already been decided and
notified that the Police Act and its amiend-
ments will receive attention during the cur-
rent session. The principal ol)stacle to
the issue of the full consolidation of the
statutes is the cost, and during the past
five or six rears that has been a nmatter
of prime consideration.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: I suggest you
cut out the trolley buses.

The CHIEF SECRETARiY: We could
ent out quite a number of things. MrY. Mann
askced for information with regard to the
State Gardens Board, anti said that body
had been able to do a number of things
which the Government of the day had not
been able to carry out. 11e also asked
quite a number of questions and declared
that -while he did not -ant to make any
charge against the director of the Tourist
Bureau or his officials, the position -Was
that he was not permitted to spend a
shilling. The actual fact is that the Tour-
ist Bureau, is permitted to spend all the
moneys that are allocated to it by Parlia-
mient.- Exactly the same services for
Rottnest and Cave House arc carried out.
It acts as booking- office for the shipping
service, railway and motor tours, and sup-
plies information regarding all towns in

Wcs tern Australia. It so happens that
some large ventures such as Yanchep,
National Park, Canning Weir, Point Wal-
tcr, Crawley, 1Keane's Point, are controlled
by the State Gardens Board. Mr Miles wanted
to know somiething of the personnel of the
hoard. Mr. L. E. ShapeoLt is the Chair-
manl, and Mr, C. G. Morris, ex-Under See-
retary for Lands, is a member. The hoard
is financed chiefly by its own energies, by
the banks, and by gifts. The Gardens Board
has developed its concerns to the extent
that on annual revenue of £1.0,000 is raised.
This comes from foreshore and boatshed
rentals, tea-room1 rentals, park admissions
and parking fees, royalties onl the sale of
wood, stone, bridge timibers, etc., Cave eni-
trance fees, boating fees, fees from tennis
courts and sporting grounds, and a num-
her of other sources. 'Nothing is obtained
from the Swan River,' as has been sug-
gested, but rent is secured from a few
tenancies of the Board's reserves on the
river banks. From the moneys obtained,
reproductive features arc established,' hence
the board's ability to build roads or paths
and provide nice drives for the mnetropoli-
tan folk on Sunday afternoon. These in
the long run are paid for by the people
themselves. Not a penny has been contri-
buted by the Government towards the ere-
tion. of the hotel at Yanchep. This has
been built with private funds borrowed by
the board at a reasonable rate of interest.
The board has received donations from rc-
ing bodies and from private citizens. One
well-knowvn contractor donated an old
house containing 80,000 bricks, doors and
sashes. Others have made gifts of girders,
doors, windows, and gifts of eulverts and
pipes, have coma from the flume Pipe Com-
pany. Sir Charles MeNess has also
made generous gifts of funds at
various times. I think that covers
the questions raised by 'Mr. M a n n.
The State Gardens Board( has statutoryv
powers and is; entitled to expend money
and make. its own flinancial arrangements
direct with the bank. Apparently, the bank-
ers have suificient confidence in the ability
of the board to spend the money well and
to provide for repayment, otherwise the
hoard could not hare obtained the money
nevessary in the past. Mr. Wittenoom had
somnething to say ahout harbour matters, and
I wvas rather sorry to hear his statement, be-
cause vrey- frequently assertions of the type
he indulged in are given wide publicity.
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Theoy are rather apt to create an entirely
wrong impression and tio do quite a lot of
harm. One statenient by Mr, Wittenoomi
was as follows:-

Recently I was told that even the Gerald-
ton harbour is not wholly a success, that ship-
masters are dissatisfied wvith it. I think I
remember that When the harbour was first
opented, a couple of slii1 s-soine of thei v4-ry
first ships to come ill-were dainaged not out-
side the harbour but inside it. What is it that
is wrong with Western Australian Jharbours,
pxcept that at Frenmantle, which we know to
be at success , . , In the ease, of Geraldton
the engineers ernployetl may tint have been
expert harbour engineers, though probably good
road or bridge engineers. Whatever hiappeined ,
they built a harbour which, apparently, is nut
at success.

I would emphasise the point that )Mr. Wit-
tenoota says he was *'told" these things.
When a muember of this Chamber makes a
statement of that description, I think be
should be prepared to give sonic substantial
reason for munking it, before running the
risk of adverse publicity throughout the
Commonwealth and, possibly, overseas. I
regarded the statemient as of sufficient im-
portance to refer it to the Commissioner for
Public Works, and I have since received the
following advice-

Since the completion of the harbour, no
known damage has occurred to any vessel, nor
hmavo any serious complaints been made with
regard to the accommodation.

That is a very definite statement. I know,
of course, that the Oeraldton people, mai nlyN,I think, through the local Chamber of Coul-
mnere, referred the question to the Govern-
inent with a view to suggesting certain work
they desired to be carried out which, they
contended, would improve the harbour and
make it safer for vessels when the wind was
from a given direction. I do not think that
they suggested the harbour was unsafe, and
I have given the report by the Engineer for
Hfarbours and Rivers showing that no dam-
age has been done to any vessel, nor have
any serious complaints been received since
the completion of the Geraldton harbour.
Then, ag-ain, Mr. Wittenoonm dealt with the
Albany hospital and suggested that it was
a disgrac, although he pointed out that the
staff were not to blame. I referred that
matter to the department concerned, and I
have been advised that the Albany hospital
is a relic of the olden days. It is admitted
that the hospital is nothing like what
it should he, but the department ad-
ininister it simply because time local people

do not apparently desire to take over the
miiiaeinent. as is done in many other coun-
try dis;triets. The hospital at Albany serves
not only the peole in the town but also
t110-e residing iii the surrounding districts.
The department would be quite willing to

hanid over the hospital to the local people
if they were prepnred to manage it, and
the department would also provide a sub-
stantial subsidy if the local peole so de-
sired. I would like to point out that the
hospital fund is not sufficient to meet the
inaintenane costs and alsio to provide the
lleesr itl oney for building purposes.
Consequently, a certain amiount of money
still has to be raised locally by the various
hospital authorities to suiet their expenses,
as well as to provide a proportion on the £E
for f basis for additions and so forth. The
same policy that applies to other districts
applies to Albany as well, and provided the
Albany people are prepared to do their
part, the department will meet them quite
sympathectic-ally and help them to improve
the conditions of their particular hospital.
-Now we comle to -what most members seem
to regard ais the question of major import-
aiMe aIt this juncture. I refer to the pro-
posal to ])rnvide trolley buses for Claremont.
Yromi the remarks of some members, it
would appear to their minds, that this is the
most imiportant subject they have to deal
u-jib. Mr. Bolton quite rightlyr drew atten-
tion to the fact that last year the imports
froin the Easterii States constituted a re-
cord. He p)roceeded to suggest that the
Government should give some attention to
that phase. He poiiited out that the
amount involved was so great that
if we could divert a large propor-
tion for expenditure in Western Austra-
lia, it wouild provide for a large percentage
of the State's. unemployed. We can quite
agree with that contention. Mr. Bolton
madle out a really good ease up to that pount,.
but when lie dealt with the trolley buses, he
adopted a totally different attitude, because
he wanted the Government to encourage
the use, or extension, of the motor bus ser-
vice as against our tramways. The motor
buses operating in the metropolitan area
are certainly rendering a very useful and
valuable service to the community, but there
can be no question about the amount of
money that is being sent out of the State in
order to provide them with the necessary
fuel for motive purposes. On the other
hand, the tramways use local products
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solely. They use local coal in order to Hon. G. W. Aliles: No one has advocated
generate electricity; local labour is employed
in developing that electricity. At present
we are spending a large sumn in extending
the power house at East Perth so as to cope
with the requirements not only of the trami-
way service but of the manufacturing com-
munity.

Hon. WV. J. 'Mann : And you should he
building that powver plant at Collie.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: NVaturally,
the hon. member would prefer the plant
there.

Hon. WV. J1. Mann: It should be at the
pit's mouth.

Han. Gi. Fraser: We would like the mailns
extended to Fremnintle.

lion. WV. J. Mann: Where is Fremantle'?
The CHIEF SECRETARY: The position

is as I have described it. Mr. Bolton put
up a wonderfully good ease for local pro-
duets, but he advocated, with regard to
trolley buses, that we should take steps that
would tend to increase the imports in ordler
to keep the motor services running.

Hon. L. B. B~olton: But the benefit the
State would derive through other avenues
would compensate.

The CHIEP SECRETARY: It is doubt-
ful if the State would derive the beniefit the
hon. member sugaests, and I shiall have sonic-
thing to say onl that point later onl.
With the increased population in, the
Claremont district, it would be neces-
sary to provide at double track in
order to give anl adequate tramway
service. It is recognrised that, for long-dis-
tance journeys, a tramaway service, such as
we know it to-dlay, with frequent stops, the
necessity for loops and so forth, is quite out
of touch with modern requirements for
speedy transport. Those of us who have
had experience o! the Claremont train ser-
vice must necessarily he prepared to admit
that there have been difficulties from the in-
ception. The Government are keenly de-
sirous of catering for the needs of the dis-
trict, as they are to deal with the require-
ments of every district. Consequently, see-
ing that so much dissatisfaction has been
manifest re~garding the existing service, we
desire to secure an improvement as early as
possible. If we were to lay down at double
track, it would certainly improve the posi-
tion considerably from the standpoint of the
service rendered.

that.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not sug-

gest that they have.
Hon. L. B. Bolton: The opposition has

been because of the restrictions imposed.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I will deal

with that phase in a moment. I was point-
ing out that if we were to lay dowvn a double
track, we would thereby interfere with some
of the traffic on the road, and the Govern-
mlent considered that the better plan wouldI
1)0 the introduction of trolley buses. In
Great Britain, for instance, the substitution
of trolley bases for tile train serv ices has
p)roceeded by leaps and bounds. In a large
number of cities in the Old Land, as well as
in London, extensive trolley-bus services
have been provided, and experts are unani-
moous ill their opinion that the trolley bus
represents the b~est method of transport at
present. There canl be no question that the
trolley, bilseS we have i Perth represent a
wonderful improvement on the old system.
They are silent alld well fitted up. They are
very comfortable for passengers and are cc-
tainly most expeditious.

H-on. E. H. Angelo: But, according to the
Press reports, not vcry profitable.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That all de-
ponrds upon the point of view. If the de-
tails published az-c read arigh't, the hon.
inember vwill find that the trolley buses have
(lone vecry wvellI in the circumustances. It must
be remiemnbered that there are two buses
only in use, and they are operating
over a vet-v limited route. The
department have taken the precaution of
dealing with depreciat ion on a very gener-
ous basis indeed. If an ordinary business
man had dealt with the service fromn the
standpoint of presenting a profit, an en-
tirely diffcreut result could have been pre-
sented. It canl be pointed out that, with
anl increase in the trolley-bus service
throughout the metropolitan area, there
would immediately be a vast improvement
from the financial point of view. I do not
know that we canl judgeC safely the fin-
ancial result of a trolley-bus service on the
bansis of the experience with the present
route. The time taken to complete a jour-
ney is an important phase, and we should
remember that the time it takes the tram
from Perth to reach its terminus at Clare-
miont is altogether too long, in view of
modern requirements. If trolley buses
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were provided, the time taken for the trip)
would be considerably cut down. It would
mean a five-miinute service during peak
periods and a 10-minute service at other
times.

Hon. H1. S. IV. Parker: Thle buses pro-
vide a 1-m-inute service now at peak
periods.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That may be
so, but will the hon. member say that the
buses can cater for the traffic that is avail-
able on that route? It has been suggested
that instead of providing money for this
purpose, there are many other useful dir-
ections. in which it could be used. I have
riot taken notice of all the things which
should be done with this money, but I
venture to assert that if one were to tabu-
late them, we shoidl find that we needed
millions of pounds.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: It shows how many
mnore necessary works there are.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not say
that any of the works suggested are not
of an essential character, but we must
have some regrard as to how this scheme
is being financed. It is to be financed INV
a method similar to that adopted in 1024
in respect of tramway relaying. In that
6ase there was advanced to the tramnwas
a total of £206,000 over a period of years
to he repaid by the department from rev-
eirue at the rate of £21,000 per annum, with
the result that tire debt was liquidated in
10.34. But in its commnercial accounts the
department has since continued to debit
itself at the same rate for further renewal
,work. To the 30th -June last a provision
of £37,070 'had been inade. Cash repre-
senting this amount has been paid to the
Treasury, which has treated it as Consoli-
dated Revenue, hut transference of this
amiount to the Trolley Bns Conversion Ac-
count is only a matter of adjustment be-
twveen the departments.

Hon. J. -Nicholson: How is it going to
affect tire accounts, if you had it in as
revenue before I

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It will not
affect the accounts at all. It has all heen
shown in the accounts. The hon. member
canl get it all from the reports.

HRon. 0. W. 'Miles: Thmat helped your stir-
plils.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It might pos-
siblv have done that. There is nothing
wrong with that.

Heil. G. W. Miles: The taxpayer has to
find thme money in any case.

Tire CHIEF SECRETARY: This scheme
is being financed from the revenue of the
Tramlway Department, That revenue has
already been taken into Consolidated Rev-
enrue.

Hon. J. Macfarlane: A service could have
been given to tire peole without spending
a penny.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is en-
tirelY erroneous. People expect thme train-
;yajy. to imake ends ieet, and if possible to
mieet expenditure out of revenrue. It is the
intention of the departmrent to continue to
make recoups of £21,000 to tire Treasury
uintil tire whole amnount advanced in respect
to trle'ybssi epaid. So thrat in effect
tire Treasury will not he called upon. Thle
tranilways. over 10 years etnded 30th Suite,
1035, after mneeting all oulgoings and pro-
vidinig £21,000 per annum for relaying re-
turned to tire Treasury a net surplus of
£37.067. Tirere arc no grounds for suppos-
ing- that with the establishment of trolley
buses trey wouldl become a burden on the
State, or that the burses will adversely affect
thle financs of time TraurwaVfy Department.
As, a mantter of fact, it is contended that they
will impiIrove tire position very trateriilly.
Aikthougfi it is proposed to fina9nc the -whole
cost of thre trolley bus conversion and exen-
Siorn from revenuei, portio) of thle expendi-
tote involved is: fairly chargeable to Loar.
It., treatmnt as a working expenses debit
wilt. place thle trainwavs in atn even sounder
financeial positionr thanm at presenrt.

HRon. If. Turkey: That £21,000 is slown
inl tire return.- as relnivinmr cost.

The CHIEF SECRET'ARY: I ami telling
tin' hion. ietrrber thart the Tramway Depart-
ieat provided the sitin of £21,000 per

atinuim urnder that heading. In 1934 they
hand riet the whole of thle motrer adlvanced
for thnt purpose, hut since that tinre thex'
have continued to mnake that elmarge of
£,000O ag-ainst thre revenue fromr the tramn-
ways, with the result that to-dany there is
£3 7,070 standing to the credit of that
account. There is another point I desire to
mrake in connection with this proposal. Quite
a nunmber of members say that we -are doing
this againrst the wishes of the people. I
would like to know what grounds they have
for saying that. If they said that we were
doing it against the wishes of some of the
people, I would agree, hat I would remind
hon. members that there are a large number
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of people who are entitled to conside ratio n
lbut who upl to date, so far as I ran see, have
eceived ver - little consideration , and those

aire the people not in a position to afford to
pay bus fares.

lion. 1-1. Tuekev: The T ransport Board
Control the fa-res charged.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The fares
charged must be at a rate which -will enable
the service to be successfully conducted and
the Transport Board therefore cannot be
s;aid to control the prices charged. I think
it is worth while to make a comiparison of
the charg-es which are operating to-day-.
Trolley bus fares wvill be based on the exist-
ing scatle of tramn charges, namely, Clare-
Mont to Perth: single 5d.; return 10d.
Workers obtain a concession fare of 7d. re-
turn between 5 a.ml. and 5.30 ti. The pri-
rate ominibus chiarges are: Claremont to
Perth: single 8d.; return is. id.. or 6s. per
dozen. There are many thousands of woik-
ing men in those districts who have as much
right to he catered for as those who are
agitating for the bus service, those who can
afford to paty the higher fares.

Hon, Hf. S. WT. Parker: Is not the railway
cheaper than the tramn?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I su1)pose
it is.

Hon. If. S. MV. Parker: Then they are
catered for.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That shows
the viewpoint of the lion. miember. He knows
that to get to thle railway station these
peoIple, in mainy cases, would have to walk
long distances.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: There arc buses
to the railway station.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The lion.
member has no regrard for the man who has
to walk ai long distance to take adviintatre
of the railway. Surely lie is entitled to as
much consideration as the p~ersonl who is able
to afford the higher chiarge.

lion. IL S. IV. Parker: I have faith that
the Transport Board would make the fares
reasonable, to mneet the position of the work-
ing mnen and so save thiem spending hours
in the train.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Theyv could
not make the fares lower than the private
company could afford to charge. Experi-
ece elsewhere has, shown that the motor bus
is not the most satis;factory form of trans-
port for dealing with traffic at pealk periods.
Tramways have shiown their superiority in
almost every eountry where they have to

(leal with large inumbers of people in a
limited timie. There is no doobt that in the
future we are going to have considerable
devttlolpment of transport services in the
Imetrop~olitan area.

Mfember: You are going to extend to Fre-
Imnitle later oil, are you?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
know, but as thie city extends, it will be
neSsarv'% for the present transport services
to he extended. It sevnis to me that where
CGovernmtent facilities are provided, we
should be prepared to give the people a more
tip-to-date service, particularly on the Clare-
niont route, than ex.ists today, and the pro-
vision of trolley buses will undoubtedly give
a satisfactory service, both from. the peint
of view of the timie taken and the fares to
Il eharged in compIa risonl ixith those eliargMd
by -vprivate enterprise. Why should we be
p~rep~ared to give to private enterprise the
sole rights to the whole of the transport
services fromt Claremont to Perth siniply be-
cause one section or thle Community prefers
to travel in a bus rather than) in a tram? All
the publicity given to this sutbject up to
dlate has been ma'-ily~ in the interest of- cer-
tain parties. Quiite a l arge number of
people have had anl op~portunity to express
their views onl the sub ject, but there is no
doubt it is the duty of the Government to
providle necessary facilities for all sections
of thle commilunity and not for one section
only.

Hon, L. B3. Bolton: We complain that
they are alr-eady provided, and that you will
niot allow the people to use them.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hion.
memiber knows that that is not so, tha the
existing service cannot cope with the traffic.

Hfon,. 14.3. Bolton: (iive them the oppor-
tunlity and see.

The CIhIEF SECRETARY: While some
lion, mnembers look upon this subject as of
the first importance, I assure them there are
others of far greater consequence than
trolley buses. Tie G1overnment have simply
been endeavouriug- to try, to meet the re-
qluirelments OF the districts, and whether
trolley busecs will solve the problem of trans-
port, between Claremont and the city, re-
marins to be seen. At any rate, Ve Must glive
the Government credit for making an at-
tempt to overcome the difficulty. There are
quite a number of other matters which were
referred to by mfembers in the course of
their speec-hes onl the Ad dress- in-reply, and
in somle eases I have not been able to get
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the infunnation that -was sought. As I have
already informed the House, immediately
that information comes to band I will
supply it. to members. In the meantime, I
support the motion.

Question put and passed:; the Address-in-
reply adlopted.

President to present Address,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson-West) [8.47]: 1 move without

That the Add ress-in-reply agreed to by the
Legislative Council be presented to His Excel-
lency the Lieut.-Governor by the President and
such members ais may desire to accompany him.

Question putt and passed.

BILL-WOOL (DRAFT ALLOWANCE
FROHIBITION).

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
E. H. Gray-West) [8AS] in moving the
second reading ,aid: As indicated by its title,
the purpose of this Bill is to abolish the
draft allowance made by woolgrowcrs in tho
weight of wool sold. In all wool-producing-
countries it has been the custom of growers
to allow thle bu 'yer to make a certain deduc-
tion on the net weighit of his purchases. This
is known in the trade as "draft allowance."
Theo "draft' rate in Australia is 11b. in the
&-wt. irrespective of the weight of tihe hale,
and represents in the aggregate a very sub-
stantial conession to buyers. The allow-
once varies fromn country to country-in re-
spect. of British wools, the rate is 2lb. per
cwt., and in South Africa 131b. p~er hale is,
allowed to cover both tare and draft. It is
ge(nerally believed that the custom had its
origin in the days when the accuracy of
weighing machines left much to he desired,
anid that the allowance was made to coml-
pensate for any shortage which ma;y have
occurred as a result of faulty weighling. The
improved and] constantly tested modern
machine has long since ensured accurate
weight recording and removed the necessity
for any allowance on the score of short
weight. So far, all attempts at the aboli-
tion of the allowance have been successfully
resisted by the buyers, who claim that they
would have difficulty in adjusting their
values if it were removed. They maintain

that the grower actually loses nothing in eon-
ceding the allowance, since the rate is taken
into consideration when the clean scoured
yield is being estimated. Further, they- main-
rain that abolition of the allowance would
disorganise the purchasing and manufac-
turng end of the industry. From the varying
rates of allowaonce operating in the different
wool produceing countries, it wrould. appear
that the buye vrs' arguments are scarcely ten-
able, for it would seem impossible for
London buyers to adopt an;- uniform system
of adjustment when purchasing wool from
the various exporting- countries. The growers
feel quite priepared to risk any possible ]oss
arising throughi the disorganisation envisaged
by thle buyers. They' feel that the necessity
for the allowance has long& since disap-
peared. They ar-c lent sulpport in this view
by the attitude of the huyers, whose con-
tinued opposition to anly proposals directed
to the abolition of thle allowance has cnnpha-
sised thle belief that thle allowance repre-
senits a very real advantage, which they are
reluctant to surrender. At the Empire Wool
Conference held in Melbourne in 1931, it
was resolved, "'That every endeavour he
made to secure the elimination of the draft
allowance." Again, in the following year
thle Commio n wealth Wool Inquiry Commit-
tee was eqaallyv emphatic in uriig the aboli-
tion of the allowance. Tite Commonwealth
Government, when approached on the matter
early this year, decided that the introduc-
tion of the necessary legislation should really
be ilnitiated hr the respective States. It was
later r-esolved by tile Australian Ag-ricultural
Council that joit ('ominoh wealth and State
action ;hould be taken to this end. Bepre-
senltatives of all thle Australian Governments
have agreed to introduce legislation similar
to the measure now before iLon. members,
and Victoria has alreadyv taken the necesisary

ato.It is proposed to brino- this Bill into
operation onl a date to be fixed by proclalna-
tion. Uniformity of action will thereby be
ensured throughout the Commonwealth. In
conclusioln, ma;- I emplhasise that this meca-
sure seeks only to secure the growers pay-
ment for all the wool they market. I
mOv--

That the Bill be non- rend a second time.

RON. L., CRAIG (South-West) (8.54]: 1
had intended moving, the adjournment of
the debate, but the Biill is such a simple one
that we mnight as well go straight on with
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it. The draft alowance on wool has been
a x-ery sore point with pastoralists for many
years. As a woolgrower, I know tbat it has
cost us many thousands of pounds to pay
the draft allowance of lib. per hundred-
weight of wool, w~h ichi really amounts to 3s.
a bale. MN-embers can therefore imagine that
any station producing 500 or 1,000 bales of
wool -would be required to pay a conisider-
able sum. This is apparently an old relic of
thle days of perquisites. Over a century ago,
in Nelson's time, when ships were being
built, the captain who was given a commis-
sion on that ship got all the perquisites in
the shape of spare bolts, 'timber that was
niot used, and so on, and in many cases the
value of these perquisites amounted to per-
haps hundreds of pounds. I happened to
attend a wool conference in Bradford some
years ago, and I remember attempts we're
made there to raise 'the question of abolish-
ing the draft allowance. Bradford, how-
ever, would not even discuss the matter. As
soon as anyone mentioned draft allowance
there was a roar to drop it. Now the time
has come when by uniform, legislation
,throughout Australia it is hoped that we
may be able to abolish this iniquitous and
fooliish charge imposed on the rower. I do
niot think there can possibly be any opposi-
tion to the Bill, thle object of which is merely
to remove a silly old custom, an anomaly,
the removal of which will give the right to
the producer of the wool to obtain the price
for all the wool and not a portion of it. The
Honorary Minister in moving the second
reading pointed out that the draft allowance
varies in different countries, and he said
that in South Africa it amounted to as much
as -13 lb. per bale.

Hon. G. AV. Miles: Are they taking simi-
lar action in South Africa?

lion. 11 CRAIG. Yes, it is intended to
take action there. As the Honorary Minis-
ter pointed out, the 1.3 lb. per bale is allowed
to cover both tare and draft, so that the
draft would be 2 lb. per bale. In Australia
it amounts to 3 lb. per hale, which is 1 lb.
per hundredweight. The average weight of
a bale is 340 lbs., but further north the
weight goes up to as much as 380 lbs.1 in
which ease then the allowance is more than
3 lb. per bale. It is proposed that New
Zealand should also come into line. Of
colne, we cannot expect the draft to be
abolished in England; some of us who sell
portion of our wool in England would have
to continue to put up with that. I hope

members, without too much discussion, will
agree to the passing of the Bill.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Would you include
skinls?

Hon. L. CRAIG: Skins are a different
proposition altogether. Very often skins
are badly bruised, and there is a lot of
weight not included. We in Australia can
control sales here, but it is of no use only
one State following this course; all States
must agree to the same line of action. An
agrement has been arrived at betwen the
States to introduce legislation for the com-
pulsory abolition of this silly allowance. I
hope members will offer no opposition to
the Bill. I support the second reading.

HON. E. H. ANGELO (North) [8.58]:
I approve of the principle of the Bill, and
intend to support it. It would be wise,
however, if we deferred putting it into ac-
tion by proclamation until -we -were sure that
all the States of Australia, as well as New
Zealand and South Africa, had agreed to
pass similar legislation. At the present time
Australia has got into holts -with one of our
biggest buyers, and we do not want to do
anything in this State to antagonise. buyers
from the Old Country. If, however, all the
States and New Zealand, and if possible
South Africa, conic into line simultaneously,
it will be very much better. I support the
second reading.

On motion by Hon. L. B. Bolton, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson-We"st) [8.59] : I move-

That the H1ouse at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday, the 22nd September.

Question put and passed.

Hlouse adjoterned at 9 pmm.


