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DEPUTY PRESIDENT—ELECTION OF
HON, J. CORNELL.

The Cletk (Mr. A. R. Grant): It is my
duty to announce that the President, Sir
Jobhn Kirwan, is absent from TPertk on
public business. Tt is, therefore, necessary
for you to eleet one of your number to fill
the office, perform the duties, and exercise
the authority of the Prestdent during such
absence.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—Woest) [4.31]: I move—

That Hon. J. Cornell be elected to fill the
office, perform the duties, and exercise the auth-
ority of the President during the absence of
the President, Sir Jobn Kirwan.

Hon, H. SEDDON:
Question put and passed.

1 second the motion.

[The Deputy President fook the Chair.]

QUESTION—COMMONWEALTH RELIEF
TO WHEAT FARMERS,

Hon. C. G. ELLIOTT (for Hon. G. B.
Wood) asked the Chief Secretary: 1, How
much Federal money granted to this State
for necessitons farmers remains unexpended
by the Agricultural Bank? 2, Will the
monthly sustenanee payments to farmers be
continued for the remaining months of this
year (1936)% 3, Is the Government aware
of the threatened serious position in the
north-eastern wheat belt owing to the grass-
hopper menace, drought, and the definite
water shortage which will oceur next sum-
mer?

The CHIEF SECRETARY repiied: 1,
Grant for 1935-36 season, £161,600; allo-
cated to date, £140,217; baiance to alloeate,
£21,383. 2, Payments will continue until
money is exhausted. 3, Yes.

[COUNCIL.]

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Tenth Day.—Conclusion,
Debate resumed from the previous day.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—Weast) [4.35]: I should like to ex-
tend a welcome to the new members of this
Chamber, and eongratulate them on their
speeches on this motion. Their efforts on
this occasion are a good augury for the
future. T feel that they will take an active
interest in the work of the House, and that
their econbributions will be suech that the de-
bates that will ensuc will be the better for
their attendance here. At the same time, we
all miss the two members who failed to be
returned at the last eleetion. I should like
to express to them our good wishes for the
future. Several references have been made
to the recent retirement of Mr. Collier from
the position of Premier, It is to be regretted
that one who has plaved such a great and
valnable pnrt in the affairs of the State
should find it necessary to retire at this
stage owing to ill-health. It is very mnice to
thinle that those in this Chamber who hold
political views differing from his  should
have such kindly remarks to offer coneern-
ing him. Those remarks are much appre-
ciated by me, and no doubt also by Mr.
Collier. Quite a number of changes have
oceurred in the personnel of the Govern-
ment during rvecent weeks. Changes of this
kind bring about certain temporary dis-
abilities, which arise primarily from the faet
that men who are new to office have had to
take over the departroents concerned at a
time like this. Those disabilities will, of
course, gradually disappear. The Govern-
ment are now getting down to serious busi-
ness, and many members generally can rea-
sonably expect that the affairs of State wili
will be carried on expeditiously, as we would
all like them to be. Most members have
spoken on this motion. It is rather encour-
aging to note the manner in which they have
dealt with the various questions that have
heen raised. There has been a certain
amount of criticism, although it has not been
hostile. Many of the speeches have been
very helpful, and in some instances have
been of an instrnetive character, Since I
have taken over the position of Leader of
the House, I have naturally had to attend
to many things which would ordinarily have
not eome within the scope of my duties.
Consequently T am somewhat afraid I have
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not been able to give the same personal
attention that I would have liked to some
of the remarks of members, as Mr. Drew,
when holding the position of Chief Scere-
tary, always did. If I have overlooked any
of the remarks of members, T hope they will
not assume that I have taken no notice of
them, On the contrary, I assure them that
I have notes of what they have 3aid,
and in many eazes have submitted their re-
marks to the departments concerned. When
it has not been possible to get the informa-
tion required, for varvions reasons, I will do
as Mr. Drew did, and pass on the informa-
tion, when I receive it, as early as I can.
In following Mvr, Drew I realise I have a
very onerous task to perform. He set a
standard that I will endeavour to cmulate,
with what sunccess the future alone can dis-
close. The speeches have covered a  very
wide field, and many of them have dealt
with subjects not included in the address
of His Excelleney. Very few members have
confined themselves to what appeared in the
Speech, which was not unusual. It is gener-
ally recognised in a debate of this kind that
members can refer to any subject in which
thev or their clectors are interested. The
Leader of this House has usually dene his
best to supply whatever information he can
when drawing the debate to a close, and that
i5 what T will endeavour to do now. I wish
to refer first of all to the speech of AMr.
Heenan, becanse he dealt with one or two
very important matters affeciing particu-
larly the goldfields. To him as well as fo
Mr, Wood I wonld say that the questions
they have raised have all received attention.
During the course of my reply I think I
shall he able to touch upon praetically every
point they raised. Mr. Heenan referred to
ane specially important point, namely, the
fatal accidents which have occurred in the
zoldmining industry. Unfortunately dur-
ing the last year or two an increasing num-
ber of fatal aceidents have oceurred in the
goldmining industry. After referring the
matter to the department, I find that steps
have heen taken with a view to minimising
the nonmber of accidents compared with
what has been experienced during the last
year or so. Steps have been iaken to in-
clude the following: The safety pro-
visions of the Jlines Regulation Aect
are bheing  strictly enforced and failure
to comply with them is being followed by
prosecution; two additional workmen'’s in-
speeiors have been appoeinted; underground
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supervisors are raquired to  bhe holders of
certificates of competency; and a new regu-
lation has heen gazetted requiring that ail
firing must be done by the cartridge system.
This indicates clearly that the Mines Depart-
nment is alive to the situation, and is pre-
puared to do evervthing possible to improve
conditions which in the past have led to the
occurrence of many fatal nccidents. Tt is
as well that I should refer now also to the
remarks of My Elliott, who protested
against the charges of State Batteries for
the treatment of residues, and suggested that
machinery should be installed to enable a
much higher gold extraction to he obtained.
I have littie personal knowledge of the min-
ing industry, consequently I propose to
place before the House the reply that the
departmental officials have submitted to me
on this point. The reply is as follows:—

The average head value of tailings treated at
State batteries for the vear ended 31st De-
cember, 19035, was 3.78 dwis. Cuoly 56 per cent.
was worth more than 2 dwts. § grs., 38 per
cent. only averaged 1 dwt. 10 grs. per ton,
and 3.6 per cont. could not be treated on ae-
connt of its contuining teo much c¢opper. The
treatment charges on tailings worth 2 dwts. or
over arc 4s. per ton less than at private bat-
teries. The prefit from tailing treatment does
not cover the loss on milling and the cost of
eartage subsidier The average residue value
for 1935 was 21 grs, per ton, equal to 76.1 per
cent. extraction.

Only a small preportion of the tailings would
pay for fine grinding, and the cost of instal-
Iation of the neeessary machinery is unwar-
ranted for such a small tennage, and the subse-
quent treatment of the slimed produvet from the
aluminouns oxidised ore crushed at State bat-
teries, even with the most expensive filtration
plaats, has heen proved unsatisfactory.

I do not know whether that reply will meet
with the approval of the hon. member, but
on the face of it, it appears to be a reason-
able answer to his contentions. Both Mr.
Elliott and Mr. Seddon—I helieve one or
two other members also mentioned the point
—when dealing with matters affecting the
mining industey, veferred to the Sehool of
Mines at Kalgoorlie. 3r. Seddon in parti-
cular asked ihat the status of that institu-
tion should be raised until it approximated
that of the University of Western Australia.
Mr. Seddon and others submitted reasons
why, in their opinion, that course should be
adopted, and I forwarded their remarks to
the educational authorifies. T have heen
supplied with a lengthy statement an the
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matter and I propose to read it to the House
because I believe it is rather important and
1t will be of great interest to those associated

[COUNCIL.]

with the mining industry and particularly
with the Schoo! of Mines at Kalgoorlie. The
report is as follows:—

The staff haa been increased as the enrolments increased as follows :—

Part-time

Average No.

Year. Lecturers. Teachers. Rescarch Staff. Cadets. Isntclll ls';ll::l
1931 + 4 1 Metallurgist 201
(Pringipal included) I Laboratory As-
sistant
I Cadet
1036 4. Lecturers 7 1 Metallurgist 1 Cadet 548

{not including Principal)

2 Assistant Lecturers
(Principal not included)

8 demonstrators

1 Assistant (two terms)
1 Assayer
1 Laboratory As-

sistant

1 Messenger

Total : 1931, 11; 1936, 27, and the Principal has been taken ofl lecture work.

The reasons for the administrative control
of the School of Mines being placed under the
Director or Superintendent of Technical Edu-
cation were as follows:;—

1. To co-ordinate the work and syllabuses
of the School of Mines with thosc of the Teckh-
nical College and the Technical Schools in the
interests of umiformity throughout the State.
The Techmical College conduets classwork in
Mining and Mectallurgy, Engineering, etc., as
well as the School of Mines,

2. To co-ordinate the stafing and salary
rates for classification purpases.

3. To enable the Minecs Department to bave
the services of the Superintendent of Technical
Education as an Inspector periodically visit-
ing the School of Mincs and advising as to its
staffing, equipment, and other necessitics. The
Superintendent of Technical Education is quali-
fied to do this work., He is an Associate Mem-
ber of the Institutc of Mining and Metallurgy;
a certifieated mine manager for both quartz
and alluvial mines; a certificated metallurgist
(gold) and ore dresser; a certificated mine sur-
veyor; and holds certificates for mechanies ap-
plied to mining. He has had scveral years ex-
perience underground as a practical miner and
contractor, and several years experience as a
civil engineer. He was the first lecturer in sur-
veying at the Sehool of Mines.

The taking of the control away would not in-
crease the status of the School of Mines. The
control was not placed with the Superintendent
of Technical Education in order to restrict the
staff, but for the above stated reasons. The
School of Mines could mot be placed on the
status of a University, The courses of a School
of Mines are not recognised as up to University
standard. In any case if it were possible to
raige the School of Mines to University status,
the entrance gualification would have to be
raised to that of matriculation standard. This
would debar the majority of the presemt stu-
dents from attending at all, and defeat the
objeets for which the school was established.

The cest would also be probibitive as the pre-
sent cost would be doubled or trebled without
any advantage except to the lecturers who
would require to be paid the same as Univer-
sity professors. The fact that a number of
young men trained at the school under the
system now operating and holding the highest
technical positions, is an argument against
altering the present system. The Sehool of
Mines status could not be raised to that of the
Adelaide Sehool of Mines in the way sug-
gested. At Adelaide the lecturers of the School
of Mines and the University professors work in
co-ordination, the students take some of their
lectures at the School of Mines and some at
the University. DBoth institutions are avail-
able in the same loeality, and are accessible to
both lots of students. Here our similar iusti-
tutions are over 300 miles apart.

The School of Mines is under the Mines De-
partment, and controlled by the Minister for
Mines. It has nothing to do with the Eduea-
tion Department whatever. The Superintend-
ent of Technical Edueation, so far as his
Behool of Mines control goes, is an officer of
the Mines Department. There is no reason
for the school being controlled otherwise than
it is, and the Hon. Minister for Mines is very
definite on this point, The system of eduea-
tion, be it technical or otherwise, must have
a central control for the purpose of main-
taining the status of the work done and having
it uniform. The title ‘‘ Superintendent of Tech-
nical Education’’ was changed from ‘‘Direc-
tor of Teehnical Education and the School of
Mines’’ to make it uniform with South Aus-
tralia, New South Wales, and Quecnsland. 1t
might be better to revert to the old title
“‘Direetor of Technical Education and Idiree-
tor Sehocl of Mines’’ in order to make the
position elearer.

I have given the House the departmental
reply in full beecause I realise from the re-
marks of goldficlds members that they
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look upon the matter as important and de-
serving of consideration by the Govern-
ment. Quite a number of members have
referred (o matters associated with the
agrienltoral industry and more particu-
larly to rural relief, the Agricultural Bank
and other Aects that have been in operation
for some years, all of which were designed
to assist the primary producers in the agri-
cultural areas. If I understood those mem-
bers aright, most of them expressed their
strong opposition to Section 51 of the Agvi-
cultural Bank Act. I am just a little
afraid that some of those members do not
quite understand the purport of the sce-
tion or perhaps it may be that they have
not looked at it from the point of view of
its conneetion with the Act and the reason
for its inelusion in that measure. When
the Act was before Parliament in its final
stages, a conference of managers was held
and this particular provision gave risec fo
a great deal of trouble. The managers sat
for several hours in conference and even-
tually Section 51 in its present form was
agreed to. I have not looked the matter
up, but I feel confident that was the posi-
tion. I eannot help remarking that, in my
opinion, the interpretation placed upon the
section by some members indicates that it
is misunderstood. Tt does not represent
legislation that in any way affeets per-
manent improvements or purchase of ma-
chinery, plant or stock. Loans for purposes
of that deseription do not eome under that
section at all, and the question may well
be asked: What sort of advance does come
under Section 513 My reply to that is
that the section applies to advanees con-
sidered necessary to enable a settler to
buy seed wheat or fertiliser or for susten-
anee purposes. In other words, it refers
to what are commonly known as seasonal
advances and does not in any way affeet
the general policy of the Agrienltural Bank
which is to advance money for a number
of relative and specific purposes. For in-
stance, a refund of interest already paid
may be required by a farmer. That has
occurred on many eccasions during the lust
few years and will continue for some time
to come. A seftler may have paid bis in-
terest some time before and then he 4nds
that he is eonfronted with difficulties
in carrying on his operations. Ta those
cireumstances he makes application to the
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Agricultural Bank for assistance to enable
him to do so.

Hon. A. Thomson: But that has to be
paid. He does not handle the money at
all under the provisions of the Aet.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We know
that the Agricultural Bank takes a lien
covering one year’s interest; that is all
Anyway, to continue the point I was mak-
ing, the settler finds it necessary to apply
to the Bank to obtain assistance to carry
on for that partieular season. He may
want his money back in order to buy ferti-
liser supplies or secd wheat, or even to
provide the necessary wherewithal for his
family, In sueh cases, the bank authori-
ties have power fto refund the instalment
of prinecipal and interest paid and then
that amount hecomes a first charge against
his erop as well as against his major
sources of income. I do not know that
anyone can reasonably raise objections to
that.

Hon. A. Thomson: Those who bhave to
work under that Act do not feel too hapry
about it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Naturally
very few of those people are happy to-day
because they arve in sueh a bad position.
The Agricultural Bank authorities are de-
sirous of assisting the farmers so far as
thev ean and make use of Section 51 for
that purpose. That scetion eovers only
one vear’s intevest overdue or an instalvaent
of principal and interest refunded to the
farmer or as a seasonal advance to enable
him to continue his operations. It goes
no further than that. Under the provisions
of the Discharged Soldiers’ Settlement Act
of 1919, which was passed by a non-Labour
Government, the administrators wers given
very wide powers. They net only were
able to take a mortgage over the soldier’s
land, hut a charge on his erop and chattels
and not merely for one year’s interest or
for seasonal aszistance as under Section 51
of the Agricultural Bank Aect, but for the
whole of the money advanced to him and
inferest due by him.

Hon. A. Thomson: They are not well
satisfied with that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Naturally.

Hon. A. Thomson: They want to be on
the same footing as the others and they
shounld be.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: I will deal
with that later on. T would also point out
that under the Indnstries Assistanee Act a
first charge is taken for all interest and ad-
vances over the land, erops, produce, live-
stock and the progeny thereof, the chattels,
implements and machinery of the person re-
geiving help.

Hon. L. Craig: Scction 51 does the same
thing and enables a lien to be taken over the
property of the farmer.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am re-
marking that the provision is by no means
novel. There is nothing novel in the provi-
sions of Seetion 51, but if one took the re-
marks of some members literally one would
come to the eonclusion that this was an in-
novation en  the part of the Government
which was not justified. As a  matter of
faet, the present measure does not go as far
as the Discharged Soldiers’ Settlement Aet or
the Industries Assistance Act. While those
Acts impose a charge for the whole amount
advanced, Section 31 imposes a eharge only
to a limifed extent. There avre approxi-
mately 2,400 soldiers farming under the Dis-
charged Seldigrs’ Settlement Act, and 533
unfunded debtors under the Industries Assist-
ance Act, whose goods and chattels are ex-
tensively encumbered withont any serious
detriment to eredit. That is one of the argu-
ments submitted by members, that this par-
ticular section is detrimental to the credit of
the farmer concerned. .

Hon. A. Thomson: It cerfainly is.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I cannot
agree with the hon. member. It is merely
similar to the amendment to the Agricultural
Bank Aect of 1930, which was passed by our
predecessors and which, T think, was sup-
ported by the hon. member and other hon.
members representing eountry constituencies.

Hon. A. Thomson: We have seen the error
of our ways sinec then.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Act
which was passed by the previous Govern-
ment says:—

If any advance is made by the Bank to any
person for fallowing, fertilisers, insurance of
erops or huildings, or any interest for not more
than one year which has hecome payable to the
Bank, the Bank shall be entitled to a first
charge in priority to all other encumbrances
upon all crops sown or to be sown or grown
upon any lands held or oceupicd by such per-
son for agricultural or farming purposes, sub-
Jeet to the charge ranking after a similar
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charge in favour of the Industrics Assistance
Board.

1lon. menbers will see that the prineiple to
which so mueh objection has been raised was
embodied in a Bill with which the Govern-
ment have had nothing whatever to do, but
a Bill which was introduced by the Country
Party and the National Party Government
without the slightest objection being raised.
But, when a Labour Government simply
copies it inte its Bill, a storm of protest is
raised.

lion. A. Thomson: It is the way it is
being administered to which objection is
taken. There was some elasticity then;
there is none now.

The CHIET SECRETARY: I eannot
agree with the hon. member. I am advised
that there is a lot of elasticity about it. I
have here some remarks from the Agrienl-
tural Banl in vexard to it which indicate
one very good reason why it is highly essen-
tinl that a clause of this sort should be in-
claded in the Agricultural Bank Aet. It
may be as well if T read the reply of the
Agricultural Bank:—

With regard to Secction 51, althongh the
charge therehy ereated is excreised against the
crops and other income of all debtors who are
in arrears with their interest, refunds may
be obtained and arve continually being m_a(le on
application to the branch office. Seetion 5l
was only cnacted after long experience had
shown that without control over the income of
its borrowers, it wus impossible for the Bank
to stop the drift in its aceounts, The inguiry
of the Royal Commission clearly showed that,
notwithstanding the depression and the very
bad times farmers were passing through, their
aceounts with the stock firms had improved,
while their aceounts with the Agricultural Bank
had drifted. The stock merehants were making
profits out of stock depasturing on Bank pro-
pertics, and the Bank got nothing.

With regurd to outside eredit, that is, ad-
vances made by stock firms on sheep, ete., tho
scetion has been used to regulate, not to control
commercial eredit. Exemptions are given to
acquire sheep in all eases where it is to the
settler’s beneft to stock. Many thousands of
sheep have heen supplied to farmers under this
condition. The Commissioners are not aware
of onc single instamee where Section 51 has
operated to the detriment of o Bank client. It
i3 no use Mr. Picsse talking in generalities. He
should state speeific eases, and if this is done,
the undertaking will be given that they will be
looked inte sympathetically.

Credit-worthy settlers are being provided by
the Bank with horses and plant, both hy trans-
fer from abandoned holdings and by the issue
of new loans, and also by the Bank foregoing
its claims under Seetion 51 to allow private
dealers to supply them. But it has to be borne
in mind that only under special circumstances
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and with the approval of the Governor can ad-
vances be made in excess of £2,000 on any one
security, and in o number of ecascs advances
m exvess of £2,000 have been refunded.
The remarks of the Agricultural Bank Com-
missioners in eonnection with Clause 51
show conelnsively that there is a necessity
for it

Tton, G. W. Miles: Of course there is.

The CINIIEF SECRETARY: I am glad to
know that one member supports us in this
direction.

Hon. A, Thomson: He should be sitting
hehingd vou and not where he is.

The CHIEY SECRETARY : Anyway one
can quite understand that those farmers who
are in the position of having to apply for
a refund of interest feel that they are being
bardly dealt with, if ealled upon, as I under-
stand tiuey have been called upon on some
oceasions, to give as  seeurity something
which perhaps they look upon as absolutely
their own. At the same time, I think we
must recognise that if the Agrieultural Bank
were called upon to make seasonal advances
so that the scttler might carry on for the
prarticalar season nnder consideration, he
shonld not complain too severely, cspecially
in view of the romarks I have read, which
indieate that sywpathetic treatment is given
in all eases, and that in no reasonable ease
has there been a refusal on the part of the
Bank. T think it was Mr. Piesse who, refer-
ring to the Discharged Soldiers’ Settlement
Act, asked the Gavernment if they thoughi
it [air “to place all these improvements and
inerease to stock under an ordinary bill of
sale.”  Fle suggested that the Agrieultural
Bank should extend to soldier seftlers its
practice of allowing group settlers with free
stoek on their farms to remove and sell the
stoek befare it comes under lien of the Bank.
As it is, if the soldier settler finds his posi-
tion unienable and leaves his holding, he has
ne recourse but to hand over the whole of
his stock to the Bank., Mv. Piesse asked if
it was reasonable that a soldier settler should
he foreed to spend his own money on the
insurance of the Agrienltural Bank pro-
perty. T think most reasonable men would
agree that the question as put by Mr.
Piesse was hardly reasonable. When we deal
with the facts of the case, T think the
position is guite all right, and that there is
nothing to complain about. Under Section
16 of the Discharged Soldiers’ Settlement
Aect the Bank has a charge over all crops,
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stock and chattels of a discharged soldier
settler. These borrowers were assisted on a
more liberal scale than civilian settlers and,
taking this into consideration, the Act gave
the Bank additional seeurity whieh, in the
case of an ordinary debtor, is not enjoyed.
A mortgage over land covers all fixed huild-
ings, whether they have been erceted with
moneys advanced by a mortgagor or other-
wise. The mortgage covenant requires a
mortgagor to insure and to keep insured all
buildings erected on the Bank’s secarity.
Where a borrower’s indebtedness is written
down, or the account conditioned by spread-
ing the payment of arrears of interest and
instalments over the unexpired term of the
mortgage, a bill of sale is required over the
free stock and chattels of the debtor. The
seenrity is not taken for realisation pur-
poses, hut as an additional safeguard for
the Bank and the horrower, should the latter
again experience adverse finanecial eireum-
stances. It is that last paragraph I would
commend to the notice of Mr. Thomson and
Mr. Piesse, that “the security is not taken
for realisation purposes, but as an additional
safegnard for the Bank and the borrower,
should the latter again experience adverse
financial eireamstances.”

Hon. L. Craig: It all depends on how that
is administered.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 ilink the
administration has been quite sntisfactory.

Hon. L. Craig: The power (e realise 1s
there if they so desire,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: More than
one member has referred to the Rural Reltef
Aet, but Mr. DPiesse dealt rather ecom-
prehensively with it. T submitted his re-
marks to the trustees of this particular fund,
and they have supplied me with a fair
amount of information. T consider it is of
such importance that I intend te spend a
few moments dealing with this ¢uestion of
assistanee granted under this partienlar Aet.
My, Piesse expressed the view that the aver-
age grant was not suflicient for the purpose
desired. The average advance is about £325
while the total allocation to this State from
the Commonwealth is £1,300,000; and the
trustees point out to me that at the rate of
£325 per applicant adjustments ean be
bffected on hehalf of 4,000 farmers. During
the course of the debate the question was
raised as to whether 4,000 farmers would
require assistance under this Aet. In the
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opinion of the frustecs there is every possi-
bility of more than 4,000 requiring aid.
On the wheat belt alone there are roughly
11,000 furmers, and pastoralists, fruit and
dairy farmers are also eligible for relief,
I am also advised that up to date there are
over 1,700 applications and that further
applications are coming in at the rate of
about 60 per week. About 700 cases have
already been dealt with. Therefore the
trustees do not think it advisable to pay out
to the applicants Jarger amounts for fear of
the exhaustion of the fund, That is a quite
reasonable attitude to adopt. It is purely
a question of money and the trustees Lave
no right to assume that the Commonwealth
intend fo inerease the amount already ap-
proved by Parliament. Mr. Piesse also
suggested that we might adopt the Victorian
system, but the trustecs elaim that there is
a practical difficulty militating against the
adoption of that system in Western Aus-
tralia. They point out that millions of
pounds are invested in the land in this
State and the amount necessary to pay
the difference between the 66 2/3 and the
whole of the sum owing to the mortgagec
is simply not available to the. trustecs.
Mr. Piesse also said that he conld not under-
stand how it was that in the Eastern States
so much higher advances were made on un-
secured debis than is done by the trustees
here, but I would point ont to the hon.
member that while he was speaking he re-
ferred to the fact that in Vietoria they had
an additional fund for this purpose—a fund
which is not available in this State. Ad-
vances have been made even here of higher
emounts than €500, buat in those cases the
arca on which the settlers farm is fairie
large and 13 held in partnership by more
than one person. Both Mr. Piesse and Mr.
Baxter raised a question as to the unsecured
ereditor receiving only a very small sum of
money while the secured creditor receives
his full 20s. in the pound. I would point
out that 20s. in the pound is paid to secured
creditors only when the asset is worth more
than that, and when it is eonsidered to be to
the advantage of the settler to raise the lien
on a potential source of revenue. No firm
supplying livestock on the security of a
lien, and later knowing that the livestock
were of more value than the amount owing,
either would or could be expected to reduce
the debt below its value. I think most hon.
members will agree with that. There is

[COUNCIL.]

little or no security for unsecured creditors,
Consequently some are paid only 2s. in the
pound, but where opportunity has offcred
some have heen paid e¢ven 15s. in the pound
—everything, of course, depending on the
position of the settler himself and the value
of the property and assets. The position of
the country storckeeper was also raised in
this connection. The Trustees under the
Rural Relief Act sympathise with the small
storekeeper in this regard, but T think it will
be realised that they cannot apply preferen-
tial treatment in that case.

Hon, A. Thomson: The country store-
keeper is baving a very bad time indeed. To
me it seems unfair that after having fed and
olothed the farmer, the country storekeeper
should be treated as he is.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is ad-
mitted, but many other people are also hav-
ing a bad time, For instance, objections
have been received by the Trustees as the
result of having paid other debts at the rate
of 10s. in the pound. Where & man las
given hizs labour over a period and then
finds he ean only get 50 per cent, of what be
is entitled to in the form of wages, he too
has some reason to complain. However, the
Trustees cannot help themselves; they are
carrving out the Act to the best of their
ability, and in view of the amount of money
advanced I think they are doing a highly
satisfactory job. I have quite a quantity of
information which I do not propese to deal
with in detail: but it is surprising to find,
in some individnal cases, that unsecured
creditors have debts owing to them up to
£2,000. I do not understand how that has
come ghout but nevertheless I am sure it is
perfeetly true that there are unsecured
ereditors to the estent of £2,000.

Hon. A. Thomson: TUnfortunately it is
only too true. Storekcepers have carried
settlers on for years and years,

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The Trustees
have supplied me with scvera] typical eases,
and it might be as well if I quoted iwo of
them showing a position where 2. in the
pound has been paid to unsecured ereditors.
In the first example the total indebtedness
was £7,518. Of this amount £5,122 was
owing to the Agrieultural Bank, and £2,000
to a private bank. The total assets amounted
to £4,803, falling short of the amounts
owing to the two banks by £2,319. Aeccord-
ingly, nothing was left for unsecured eredi-
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tors, On those figures the settler was in an
impossible position. However, the Director
got to work on the accounts, with the result
that he was able to arrange with the
ereditors, seeured and unsecured, that the
setiler should be brought under the Rural
Reliet Aet. The Agricultural Bank reduced
their debt from £5,122 to £3,750. The
private  bank, whieh held a second
mortzage, accepted 2s. in the pound
on the £2,000. The wunsecured -ereditors
aceepted 2s. in  the pound on £295,
Payments of small amounts for machinery
and road hoard rates amounted to £38. To
implement the composition, £278 was voted
from the fund, whieh reduced the set-
tler’s debt from £7,518 to £3,750, a sum
which it was considered the settler would
be able to pay. I think that is an instance
of a debtor who was in a really impossible
position, but who, as the result of the acti-
vities of the Rural Relief Trustees, has
been placed in a position where he cun
carry on—J1 suppose with some hope of
success, notwithstanding the hard times the
farming community are still going through.
The second example I would like to quote
deals with a total indebtedness of £11,306.
Of this amount £9,069 was oewing fo a pri-
vate bank on mortgage. The total asssts,
after allowing for land rents outstanding,
amonnted to £6,015. Here again there was
nothing left for unsceured creditors. The
position was so bad that the Trustees weve
doubtful whether any help could he
granted: and they deferred their decision
on the matter. In the meantime the Divee-
tor got to work with the Bank, and the
result was that the chargeable debis could
be regarded as £6,701, plus a new overdraft
of £1,320, against which seasonal iinanee
was arranged. In this case interest had
not been charged, and any surplus was ap-
plied to the reduction of the overdraft ac-
count. When that is paid off, interest at
4 per cent. per annum will be charged on
the capital debt. JAdvances which have
heen arranged for this season total £630.
The machinery on hire was cieared at £67
loss than the amount at which it was valued
hv the settler, and the unsecured cred:-
tors recceived 2s. in the pound. An enab-
ling advanee of £363 was approved from
the fund for this purpose. It is only right
to point out that in both these cases the
arrangements were made voluntarily with
private institutions, and took effect at once.
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Hon. E. H. Angelo: Due to the work of
the Director,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Quite so,

Ilon. E. H. Angelo: The Direetor has
been acting as a fairy godmother.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: These are
oniy two cases among a number; but they
happen to be cases where the farmer was
m a particularly bad position, owing such
large amounts, with assets so much less
than the amounts owing, that his position
appeared to be quite impossible. In these
ciases the farmer has now been placed in
a position where he has a reasonable chance
of earrying on successfully.

Ilon. A. Thomson: The eases also show
that the Associated Banks are mecting the
position. Is not that so?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: What T have
stated shows that in some cases the Asso-
¢1ated Banks have met the position.

Hon. A. Thomson: In the two eases
quoted, very definitely.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : If the banks
had not done so, what would have been
their position? It was a case of either
meeting the debtor or getting nothing.
On abandoned farms the security reduees
in value rapidly.

Hon. H. Tueckey: Did
lrinks have first mortgages?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In the sec-
ond ease the Associated Bank had a first
mortgage. I think it ean trathfully be said
that the working of the Act is giving sat-
isfaction to the settlers who oare taking
advantage of if. Probably there wiil he
some eases where it is impossible for the
Trustees to do anything of real value for
the applicant; but, generally speaking, I
belicve they have given every satisfaction.
Another point has been raised in eonnee-
tion with the subject, and that is the ques-
tion of enuipping applicants with new plant
and power. Unfortunately the Rural Relief
Fund ean only be drawn upon for the pay-
ment of debts, and not for assistance in
equipping settlers with plant. Hon. mem-
bers who were closely interested in the
measure when it was passing thraugh this
Chamhber will remember that although we

those private

endeavoured to secure the right, or
power, to do something in that direc-
tion, this was refused by the Com-

monwealth authorities. Those ecases show
conelusively that the Trustees have adopted
the right poliey; that they are working on
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the assumption, hased on their cxperience
up to date, that there will be a considerably
larger number of applicanis than they have
already received, and that it would not be
fair to grant to early applicants assistance
on tee generous a seale, implying that later
applicants might have to be satisfied with
something less than they would otherwise
have received. Another agricultural ques-
tion dealt with by several members, includ-
ing Mr. Baxter, is that of depredations by
foxes. Certain references have been made
to the administration of the Central Vermin
Fund. The Government's attitude in this
eonncction is plainly illustrated by the
deeision of the Minister for Agriculiure to
pay a bonus of 2s. 6d. per sealp during the
ensuing vear, despite a recommendation by
the Vermin Advisory Board that payment
of the bonus be eliminated altogether, It is
unfortunate that on account of the state of
the funds a reduetion of the bonus
paid for one of the animals declared to be
vermin has become imperative; but other.
wise there would not have heen sufficient
funds to confinue the paymment of the bonus
which has been declared. Members may be
interesied in a few figures dealing with the
fund, and T wish to point out that the ecol-
lections of the Central Vermin Board last
year were the lowest since the inception of
the fund, owing to the decrease in land
valueg. On the ofher hand, the number of
sealps presented constituted a record, mainly
on acconni of the great increase in foxes,
honus payments bheing made on 32,711 of
these vermin—qnite a large number. The

only alternatlive to decreasing the bonus was

to raise the vermin rate; and this the Minis-
ter did not wish to do, having regard to the
finaneial position of the farmers. I have
been supplied by the department with cer-
tain particulars, which I think it may be
desirvable to submit fo the House. The Ver-
min Trust Fand Act provides that the rate
shall be levied on all holdings over 160
aeres, and shall not exceed 1d. in the pound
of the unimproved value of land held under
pastoral lease, and %d. in the pound of
the unimproved capital value of other hold-
ings. The rate is not leviable on holdings
which are (a) enclosed within a vermin-
proof fence, {b} which are owned by or on
behaif of any religious body, or (e) used
exclusively for the purpose of a public hos-
pital, benevolent asyvlum, orphanage, or
other charitable purpose. The maximum
rates were levied during the years ended
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30th June, 1927, 1928 and 1929, since when
only one-half of the maximum rates has
beer levied, The maximum amount colleet-
able under the rate levied varied from
£47,000 in the first three years; about
£23,500 for the years ended 30th June, 1930,
to 1933: and abhout £20,000 for the years
1934, 1935 and 1936. The greatest amount
collected was £30,174 in 1028-29, including
arrears from previons years. For the year
cnded 30th June last only £18,156 (the low-
est so far) was collected, and the fund was
in debt to the Treasury. The total amount
collected to the 30th June, 1936, was
£275,079. The greatest expenditure in any
onc year was £51L175 in the year 1929-30,
and the lowest amount was £9,332 in the
year 1031-32. The total amount expended
in bonuses sinece the inception of the fund
to the 30th June last was £275,882. The
half rate of tax has been approved by the
Minister to be levied for the current finan-
cinl year. Members, I think, will agree that
these figures are very illuminating. The re-
port goes to show that the department have
aeted in the Dest interests of the farmers
throughout the State. Mr. Baxter, in the
eourse of his remarks, snid that large sums
of mwoney were being expended in the metro-
politan area on public works, yet no money
wag available with which to provide addi-
tional country water supplies. The provi-
sion of ecountry water supplies  has
always reeeived favourable consideration
at the hands of this and previous Labour
Administrations, notwithstanding that these
settlers have only been asked to pay waler
charges which even i[ they had been eol-
lected, would searcely have covered working
expeuses. 1 should also like to point out
that the trouble is not so much the provision
of water works as the oblaining of sufficient
rain to enable adequate water supplies to
he established. That is the difficulty today.
Even now in quite a number of distriets the
neeessity for additional water supplies is
very acute, and the Government are con-
sidering ways and means of making provi-
sion in that direction. In some instances
unduly large sums of money have been re-
quired to conserve the interests of a com-
paratively few people. Nevertheless, the
Govermment have given attention to that
problem, and I feel sure that in each
instance the settlers will be met with
consideration to the best of our ability.
Mr. Baxter referred to  luxurious
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transport for eity residents. I could not
help thinking that not only his remarks, but
the remarks of one or two other members
served to resuscitate the old argument of
town versus country, an argument that T
thought we had got beyond some years ago.
The hon., gentleman, of course, intimated
certain difliculties, the most important being
the provision of employment for the unem-
ployed. We have had to give consideration
to putting in hand works that would employ
large numbers of men, reproductive works
if possible, and whieclr in all cases would re-
quire a large proportion of the money to be
spent in wages, tather than in material.
There has been eonsiderable activity in the
metropolitan area, as for instance, in the
sewerage works. Tt is a fact that the Water
and Sewerage Department is a reproductive
departinent, and I do net think the country
has much cause to complain on that score.
The hon. member made speeial reference to
the work being done on the Perth-Fremantle

road. That road is costing a large
sum of money, but the money s
not baing specially provided  hy the

State Government; it is coming out of
funds allocated from trafile fees. Con-
sequently it is not quite fair to say we are
spending money in that way and not provid-
ing money for conniry requircments. While
on that subject, the hon. member referred to
the fast that there was a hridge over the
Swan River that was suitable only for the
lichtest traffe, and in no way suitable for
a main road. Possibly the hon. member
was perfectly right in that contention, but
in any case he will be pleased to learn that
the provision of a new bridge at that point
is now under consideration.

Hon. G. W. Miles: What about the half
million you wanted to horrow for the far-
mers?

The CIIIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Craig
in liis remarks again raised the guestion of
ihe interest payable on repurchased estates.
It is not the first time he has raised
the question, but this is the first oecasion
on which I have been able to give him
what he may consider a fairly satisfactory
reply. Mr. Craig said the interest on the
repurchased estates should be reduced. I
am glad to be able to tell Mr. Craig that
in conjunction with the revaluation of a
number of repurchased estates it has been
dceided to reduce the interest rate from
6 per cent. to 5 per cent. I may add that
the reduced rate will be put into effect
almost immediately. JMr. Craig in his
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speech evidently thounght that the settlers
on those estates were being treated un-
fairly in point of the interest charged.

Uon. L, Craig: That was the position.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : However, the
interest rate, as 1 say, has been reduced
from 6 per cent. to 3 per cent., and will
he put into effect almost inuediately. I
hope the hon. member will consider that a
satisfactory reply.

Hon. 1., Craig: Yes, it is very satisfae-
tory.

The CHIERF SECRETARY : A number of
other matters were raised hy various mem-
bers. Mr. Baxter remarked that when
travelling through the country in company
with Mr. Thorby, the IPederal Minister,
he noticed large areas of hare ground,
due apparenlly ito ihe depredations of
grasshoppers. It cannot be admitted that
the bare patches of ground referred to by
the hon. member are due entirely to the
depredations of grasshoppers. If this were
80, the vast areas of our goldfields pastoral
counfry would be denuded of grass and
other pasture, for that country is the na-
tural home of this species of grasshopper,
and is the original breeding ground. Owing
1o the comparatively low rainfall, the pest
in those areas swarms annually. There are
many eauses other than grasshoppers which
might be responsible for the bareness of
the land referred to. Now I come to the
important question of ihe supply of fruit
eases, a question that was raised by severai
members. From the remarks made by those
members I infer that they cxpeet that the
Btate Sawmills should be prepared to
supply whatever number of eases might he
rerquired, irrespeetive of any other condi-
tions that might prevail. I have interested
myself in this matier and I claim that the
State Sawmills are the only mills in this
State that bhave done the utmost possible
in order to meet the position. A deputa-
tion waited on me a few months ago in con-
nection with this matter, and I thought I
had at least satisfied that deputation that
the State mills were doing all they could
reasenably he expected to do. But from
certain Press references that have since
appeared I am beginning to think that T
did not sueceed in econvincing everyhody.
The position is that the State Sawmills last
vear, in an endeavour to provide for the
large quantity of fruit that had to be ex-
ported, used for last season’s erop, timber
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that otherwise would have been seasoned
and used for the next crop. Consequently,
that reduced the number of eases that
it was possible to provide for the
season, The position hecame so serious
that I decided to instruet that the State
Sawmills should go to the fullest possible
extremity in order to build up this year’s
supply. I am now practically eertain that
the State Sawmills ean guarantee a deliv-
ery of 375,000 cases. This has been made
possible by alterations and additions to
the machinery and plant at Pemberton and
alzo by the installation of new fruif case
ventures at Manjimup. No effort is being
spared to do what is economically possible
and I am hopeful that even the forecast of
375,000 cases may be exceeded. This in-
formation of course deals only with the
aetivities of the State Sawmills, but I
understand that the principal fruit case
distributors are alse taking aetion which
should ease the position. Those firms are
making arrangements to supply an addi-
tional number of ecases this year as against
their previous supplies. In consequenee
the position is at least a little better than
it was when that deputation waited upon
me. Other sawmillers also are taking up
fruit case production and a fully equipped
new fruit ease mill is in course of erection
at Dwellingup. One of the difficulties in
the way of supplying the full demand has
been the fact that the quality of cases
produced by the saw mills in this State is
very high. Single-piece ends have been
insisted upon by private growers and we
have endeavoured to meet their desires.
Then the growers asked that fthe timber
should be dressed on one side. We had no
sooner met that request than they wanted
it dressed on both sides, and we are
meeting that request also; and yet, with all
these requests, the sawmilling industry
have received no quid pro gue in the mat-
ter of payment.

Hon. W. J. Mann: The price is very good.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: But how
does it compare with white wood?

Hon. W. J. Mann: It is of no use sending
money out of the country for white wood.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We try to
avoid that as far as posible. It must be
remembered, however, that there is a point
beyond which it is impossible ecomomically
to produce fruit cases. Many members do
not take much notice of that fact; they
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seetn to  have an idea that all classes of
timber ean be utilised for fruit eases and
¢an be sold at & margin of profit. I repeat
that heyond a certain point it is economi-
cally unprofitable to produce fruit cases at
the prices which are being paid for them
to-day.

Hon. L. Craig: That is, for fruit cases of
the quality demanded.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes.

Hon. L. Craig: I know that is so.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is a
good deal of detail in the production of fruit
eases in sueh large quantities and we are
endeavouring to meet the position as far as
possible.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Do not you require
better facilities for entting fruit cases, more
up to date machinery?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is no
better plant in existenee than that which
is being operated at present. As regards
the provision of facilities, it depends on
what the hon. member means by that term.
The intake of a mill is governed by the Con-
servator of Forests; the mill is limited to
the area determined by him. All classes of
timber are not suitable for fruit cases, and
there are quite a lot of other factors to be
borne in mind. As regards the establish-
ment of a fruit ease mill as a separate unit,
I doubt whether anyone could make it an
ceconomie proposition. It certainly has not
heen done up to datc where it is necessary
to provide the type of fruit case that is
demanded.

Quite a number of other agricultural items
were raised which are sufficiently interesting
to be dealt with. The question of the en-
croachment of salt is an important matter
from the point of view of the farmer. The
present practice of the department is to re-
serve strips of 5 to 10 chains along the edge
of salt lakes. In the past the necessity for
providing such reserves as a protection
against the spread of salt was not fully re-
eognised, with the result that bloek hounda-
ries approached too near the salt lakes. The
pressure on the department by settlers to
open those reserves for settlement has in the
past been difficult to resist. The question of
making advanees to farmers to recondition
their plant was raised. I know from per-
sonal experience that one of the most urgent
requirements of the farmers is a re-condi-
tioning of their plant. In many instances
their power is deficient, and their imple-
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ments bave been in use zo long that thev are
not as cfficient as thex should be in order
to permit of proper farming methods being
practised. Consequently the farmers are
not getting the best results from their cfiorts.
As I remarked previously, the Government
did make an effort to sceure the consent of
the Commonwealth Government to ufilise a
portion of the money made available for the
rehabilitation of the farming induostry, but
the Commonwealth Government would not
give their consent to the money heing
utilised in this way. The suggestion that
we should raise a loan of half a million for
the purpose of making advances to farmers
for the purchase of machinery is one for the
YLoan Council. The matter has received some
consideration from the Government, but I
am not in a position to state anything of a
definite character, One or two members of
the Government are personally interested in
farming propositions, and as the Deputy
Premier is a practical farmer, matters of
that kind are not overlooked. It is only be-
cause of our inability to take action that
nothing has been done. Another question
raised was that of soil erosion. I do not
wish to deal at length with that matter ex-
cept to say thot the departiment have bheen
giving the question a lot of consideration.
The  diffienlties  arising  from  soil
erosion have not assumed the samme pro-
portions here as they have in the United
States of Amecrica and also in the Eastern
States of Australia. That is probably due
to the fact that the agricultural industry in
this State is younger than clsewhere.

Hon. H. Seddon: That is the anly thing
that bas saved us.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That might
Bbe so. The question is receiving attention.
We are in close co-operation with the Seils
Division of Council of Scientific and Indus-
trial Research, and Professor Preseott, who
is in echarge of that division, iz at the
moment visiting this State, All the steps
possible to take are being taken and the
subject is not likely to be overlooked, I have
dealt with agricultural questions, though not
as lengthily as I should have liked, hut there
are one or twa upon which T have not
touched. As to those, I shall ecommunicate
at a later date with the members who raised
them. There is one point that T shounld like
mnembers to bear in mind. A good many of
the suggestions made, if put into effect,
would involve the expenditure of large sums

of money, and I cannot help thinking that
Mr. Baxter and other members, in alluding
to the plight of the agricultural community,
possibly overlooked that fact. A heavy
burden has been shouldered by the whole of
the people of Western Australia as a result
of losses incurred on past expenditure de-
voled to the assistance and development of
agriculture. TIn replies to questions I asked,
T was rather surprised to find that last year
alone losses on agricultural development cosi
the taxpavers of the State £872,000, exclu-
sive of the loss on the vear’s operations at
the Wyndham Meat Works, which amounted
to a good many thousand pounds.

Hon. A. Thomson: Does that represent
interest not paid?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes.

Hon. A. Thomson: And principat?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1{ not only
represents interest which was not paid and
which cannot be colleeted, but includes
amounts owing to the State against which
all moneys recoverable have been offset.

Hon. A. Thomson: That amount has been
written off?

Hon, W. J. Mann: It does not represent
all the money expended?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, it is
money not recoverable. I am having dissee-
tions made and eertain figures produced
which I would like members to eonsider
later on.

Hon, H. Seddon: A lot of useful informa-
tion is contained in the returns appended to
the Budget.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so.
The point I was making was that many of
the requests preferred by representatives of
the farming districts, if given effect to,
would mean the expenditure by the Govern-
ment of very large sums of money.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And at the same time
a reduction of taxation is being proposed.

Hon. A. Thomson: That does not worry
the farmers, because they have not an in-
eome on which to pay taxation,

Hon. G. W. Miles: No, but other people
have to pay.

The DEPUTY PRESIDEXNT : Order! The
Chief Secretary is addressing the Chair.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Let me make
a comparison for the information of mem-
bers. 1 said that last vear the losses on
agricultural development cost the taxpayers
£872,000. The total collections under the
financial emergeney tax last vear amounted
to only £827,000.
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Hon. A, Thomson: A good deal of that
loss was due to the depression,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T am not
dealing with that aspect. 1 want members
to realise the position and also to appreciate
the problems with which the Government ave
faced. A further comparison might be made
with the income tax collected Jast year
amounting to £274,7%4, which vepresenied
only one-third of the amount which the tax-
payers had to shoulder last year for losses
on agricultural development. If wmembers
hear those fizures in mind, 1 think they will
he a little more generous in their criticism.
The Government cannot do all they would
like to do or all that members expect them
to do.

Hon. L. B. Boltun: Tt would be betier if
you <id nof waste money in directions in
which we think you should ot expend it,

The CHIEF SKECRETARY: T shall have
a few words to say on that question later.

Hon. A. Thomson: 1 shall be interested
to sce the dissection of the £872,000.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I desire to
refer particularly to some remarks made by
Mr. Holmes. He deait rather trenchantly
with the subject of leprosy in the far North
and painted a somewhat disturbing picture
when dealing with the ingidence of leprosy
in the North. Me stated that nobody seemed
to have done very much in connection with
the disease, which was spreading until the
position had now become alarming. That
statement, taken in conjunction with ve-
marks by other members, would make the
position seemt particularly serious. I do not
for one moment wish to minimise the seri-
ousness of the scourge of leprosy, no matier
where it might appear, but there is no need
to exargerate the position. I think it will
be admitted that the present Government
hiave done ruite a lot to meet the situation.
After the Roval Commission on Aborigines
reporied, we immediately adopted some of
the recommendations. Members are aware
that we appointed a medical officer for the
far North, whose main duty was to medie-
ally examine the natives. We have provided
a native hospital at Wyndham, have built
additions te other hospitals, and are at pre-
sent building at Ierby a leprosarium which
is costing a good many thousands of pounds.
Mr. Holmes, who was snpported by one or
two other members, suggested that we were
not going far enough in this direction. T want
to assure the House that the Medieal De-
partnent understand the position thorongh-
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lv, and that we are taking all steps pos-
=ihle te cope with the sitnation., Let me
go a little farther and say that while 12
months ago, previons to the appointment
of the present medical ofiicer for the North,
there was every indication of the incidence
of leprosy being fairly widespread, that con-
dition of alfairs is not being horne oul by
the examinafions and inspections of the
medien) ofticer. Whilst a considerable num-
ber of cases have been found in the last
couple of vears, the large nunber of natives
who have been exammined in the last six
months have not dis¢losed more than a few
cases, There is no need to exaggerate the
position. We are coping with the situation,
and there secns verv little more that we can
dn just now. Ounce o leprosarium is estab-
lished and the known lepers are transferred
to it, and the medieal officer for the North
carries ont with his duties, T think the pecople
up there can be satisfied that there is very
little else the department can do.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Will yon arrange for
the segregation of affected people at Broome
until they are transferred to Derby?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We bhave
that matter in hand. There are many difi-
culties in the way of doing immediately
what people expeet us to do. Frequently
conferences must take place. There are cer-
tain things the department has to induire
into before going on with them. Mr, Miles
himsell has just raised a point that requires
some little consideration. The department
thought they had found a solution of the
diffienlty Ly using the quarantine stafion at
Broome, which T understand has never had
a patient in it. The Commonwealth Gov-
crnment, however, are not prepared to give
us permission to use the building for this
purpose. We have considered other ways
and means of providing accommedation in
which fo hold lepers that it may be neces-
sary to keep in Broome for any particular
period, pending their transfer to Derby.
1low far the matter has gone I am not able
to say at the mowment. I should like to com-
ment further on the remarks of Mr. Holines.
When Dr. Cook made his survey some 12
vears ago he examined a large number of
natives, but only three of them were diag-
nosed as Jepers. It is onlv in recent years
that any great number of lepers has been
discovered in the North. Tt is possible that
when Dr. Cook made his examination some
advanced cases were missed. We know that
nativez are apt to go bush, and therefore
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to be missing when the survey is in
progress. It is also possible that some ad-
vanced cases that were not found then have
been discovered sinee, and that sueh cases
have boen a source of infeciion during the
period they have remained undiscovered.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It is possible that
many aflected natives have gone bush now.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We cannot
blame Dr. Davis for that., He is doing a
rood job. He has just finished an examina-
tion of matives in the Iimberleys. He bas
covered a large area of country, and 1
think has visited every station. He has
examined hundreds of natives, but I do
not think he would c¢laim that he had exam-
ined every one in the area. As he goes
through the district periodieally, no doubt
he will pick up those who so far have
dodged him. It has been said that nothing
has been done, whereas I have pointed ont
already that quite a lot has been done.
On the question of segregation it must be

admitted that we have had fo meet
extraordinary difficulties. When we had
to send leprous nafives to Darwin,

the facilities we had in Derby for holding
them pending their transfer were very
crude, and at times we had difficulty in
securing the necessary fransport. When
we did succeed in securing transport from
Derby to Darwin, we had to pay exorbi-
tant prices for the boat that was used.
Many difficalties were placed in our way
which made it awkward for the department
to earry out its dutiecs. Whatever was pos-
sible to be done was done. Now that we
have decided to ereet a leprosarium at
Derby no one will be happier than the
Minister for Health and myself when it
is eompleted. Whilst we are only provid-
ing for a certain number of patients at
onresent, the establishment is so designed
that it will be 2 simple matier to inerease
the accommodation to deal with any fur-
ther cases that may be discovered. One
member asked whether the leprosarium at
Deorby wonld be used for any white lepers
that might be discovered. Af present we
know of no white lepers in the North. If
we do discover one or more, if will be pos-
sible to provide for them without utilising
the accommodation that is being provided
for native patients.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Has anything been
done to secure & Government boat for the
removal of these natives?
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Esti-
mates make provision for a number of
things, but that provision is dependent
upon the money that is available. This par-
ticular matter is one of those we have in
mind, and I hope sincerely that it will be
one of the items that do not have to he
cut out of the Estimates. It must be re-
membered that there is a medical officer in
each port on the North-West coast. One
of the duties of the medical officer hag been
to supervise the health of the aborigines in
his distriet. I do not want to be eritieal
of any professional man. If the position
is as scrious as outlined by Mr. Holmes,
it is strange that none of these medical
men has made any complaint, or has com-
munieated with the department until recently
on the subject.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Did not the doetor
at Derby communieate with the depart-
ment?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: He has only
recently been sent there. We have a num-
ber of up-to-date young medical men now
in the service. These are stntioned af the
principal ports in the Far North, and are
doing their work well.

Hon, G. W. Miles: They are a capable lot
of men.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes., In
some instances these madical men have
been speecially trained in the treatment of
leprous cases and diseases of a tropieal
character, and should be of great benefit
fo the people of the North, These officers
are supposed to make a periodical cxamina-
tion of the station natives. In that way,
and in eonjunction with the medieal olf-
eer, Dr. Davies, we can take it for granted
that the supervision will be better in the
future than it has heen in the past.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I have been told that
the trouble with these people is that they
will not go near a doctor when they are
diseased, or if they have any suspicion that
they are diseased.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: What would
Mr. Nicholson expect us to do then?
Hon. J. Nicholson: That is the question.

The CHIEF SECEZTARY: We cannot
do more than have these periodieal exam-
inations.

Hon. J. Nicholson: It will he neeessary to
do more than that, It may be necessary to
have a round-up.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: How is that
to be done? We have no power to examine
medically any native, or to compel any native
to stay in a hospital,

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: He would nof sne
you if you did make him stay.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: These are
points that will be dealt with in the amend-
ing Bill. They indicate the great difficulties
we have experienced in the past. We are
endeavouring to surmount them now, and I
think are doing so satisfactorily, Mr.
Holmes said, “For the last 25 years the
lepers in the North have been allowed to
mix with other people” That is neither a
correct nor a fair statement {o make. They
have been segregated as soon as possible,
until transpor{ ecould be arranged, and very
often segregated at very great cost to the
departnent, At one period many were not
recognisable as ecases of lepresy. M.
Holmes alse compared the manner in which
we bhave dealt with the quesiion in the
North, as against the way we have dealt
with it in the South. He said that a special
committec had been appointed at once to
deal with the segregation of sufferers in the
South. That is hardly the position. The
committee was not appointed to deal with
the segregation of lepers, but to investigate
the question whether the present lazarette
at Wooroloo, which had been used for lepers,
should be removed elsewhere, or allowed to
remain where it is. It was nof a ques-
tion of inquiring into the neeessity for seg-
regation. There was no question of prefer-
ential aftention being given to the South as
gompared with the North. Mr, Holmes also
referred to the Principal Medical Officer
having claimed that the hospital grounds in
the North were the proper places for holding
lepers. The officer in question has never
made such a claim. Tt is necessary from
time to time to hold lepers in the hospital
grounds, but only beeause there has been no
other place in which fo hold them. In view
of the discovery ot so many cases of leprosy
in the North, we are making available addi-
tional faeilities to meet the position. The
Prineipal Medical Officer has endeavonred
to allay publie alarm by pointing out
that long, close, and continued eontact is
necessary for the contraction of the disease,
in the absence of knowledge that a case is
that of leprosy. He insists that his views on
leprosy do not differ from those of Dr.
Cook, or of any other medieal authority.

[COUNCIL.]

Mr. Holmes went on to say that the Prinei-
pal Medical Officer stated on one occasion
that in Europe the authorities did not iso-
late lepers at all, That is either incorrect
or 18 due to a misunderstanding. In several
countries lepers are itreated as out-patients,
but this does not mean that none of them is
segregated. The Principal Medical Officer
has heen somewhat eoncerned over the eriti-
cism levelled at him hy Mr, Holmes and
others, and says this—

Ay views upon leprosy have been totally
misunderstood, 1t has even heen said that I
stated that leprosy is not infectious, and the
suggestion that I Dbelieve segregation of c¢ases
is unnecessary is ridicnlous. Segregation of
all infective ¢nses is the only way to control
the disease, especially amongst natives, but all
medical authoritics agree that there are many
cases which could be given their freedom with-
out danger to the community, but they shounld
e under surveillance.

Sitting suspended from 6.13 to 7.30 p.n.

The CHIEL SECRETARY : On the gues-—
tion of leprosy, Mr. Holmes suggested that
there was g side-tracking of responsibility
as between the Aborigines Department and
the Health Department. Thai position does
not exist. The two departments are work-
ing quite amicably.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That was the position
at one time, was it not?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
think so. The Aborigines Department is
responsible for the care of the aborigines
and for the provision of all native hospitals,
while the Ilealth Departinent is responsible
for the control of leprosy and leprosaria,
whether the patients are whites or natives.
The leprosarium that is being built will be
completed in the near future, and the Prin-
cipal Medical Officer, Dr. Atkinson, pro-
poses to visit Derby in connection with the
opening of that institution. The number of
Iepers provided for in the leprosarium is
guite suffecient to cover the known cases at
present, and, as I remarked before the tea
adjournment, should there be a large in-
crease in the number of lepers to be dealt
with, 1t will be an easy matter to increase
the aceommodation. T think it was Mr.
Thomson who asked whether the white lepers
wonld be arcommodated at the Derby lepro-
sarium, and my reply to that is that when
the position arises, we shall then decide whe-
ther to accommodate them there or at Some
other place that may be used for that pur-
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pose. The quesiion does not arise at the
present time, as there are no known cases of
leprosy among the white population of the
North-West. Tt may be necessary, in the
event of there being more than one case of
leprosy among the white population, to
transfer them fo whatever institution we may
have in the Sounth in order that they may
be looked alter, and in that event we may
find it necessary to transfer the patients by
road. Whatever the cirecumstanees are at
the time, T can assure the House that the
Medical Department will be in a position to
cope with the situation in a satisfactory
manner. There is one other remark by Mr.
Holmes regarding this question to which I
shall refer. He made it appear that both
the Aborigines Department and the Medieal
Department have neglected leprosy in the
Broome distriet since Dr. Cook presented
his report m 1924, Tt will be pariiculariy
interesling to members to hear the following
extraet quoted from Dr. Cook’s report:—

There is no evidence of the existence of

leprosy in the Broome region. It can definitely
be asserted that no useful evidence has so far
been advanced to suggest that leprosy is pre-
valent.
That is o verv definite statement, and its
tenor is quite the opposite of the remarks
made by Mr. Holmes. In any event, what-
ever the position may be, the departments
helieve that the arrangements they have in
hand at the present time will be eapable of
meeting any situation that may arise, judg-
ing by the information available at the pre-
sent moment. When dealing with matters
affecting the North, Mr. Holmes referred
to the position of the pastoralists. During
the course of his remarks, he criticised the
Speech of His Excelleney the Lieut.-Gover-
nor from the point of view that it indicated
all sorts of assistanee for the wheatgrower
but nothing for the woolgrower, except a
reduced clip. It will be remembered that
this stage represented one of the few occa-
sions during the debate at which I inter-
jected. I told Mr., Holmes that the pas-
toralists were apparcntly quite satisfied with
the attitude the Government had adopted
towards their problems. The fact is that
representations were made a little while ago
to the Government by the Pastoralists’ Asso-
ciation.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Mr. Holmes had not
been informed hy the association at that
time,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Probably
Mr. Holmes was not fully aware of the faets
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when be made his speech. I propose to give
an indieation to the House of what hap-
pened. The Pastoralists’ Association made
representations to the (Government regard-
ing the very serious position in which many
of their members found themselves, as a re-
sult of the drought in the North. The asso-
ciation submitted their case in a very rea-
sonable manner and did not ask for any spe-
cific assistance. The letter did suggest
that in view of the fact that, owing to the
increase in the price of wool, their land
rents were higher than they had been when
the price of wool was lower than it is to-day.
In consequence, their members were being
called wpon to find the higher rental for
their leases at o time when their income
was much lower than for many years past.
The Government gave consideration to the
lease rents paid by the pastoralists, and
decided Lhat they could not give any gen-
eral application to the pastoralists of the
North of anything that might be decided
upon. On the other hand, the Government
resolved that, in view of the exeeptional
cirewnstances, it was only right that pas-
toralists who could show they were seri-
ously affected by the drought should be
relieved of the responsibility to pay land
rents for this year. It was also found that
the Government had no power to give effect
to their decision exeept by the express
decision of Parliament. Consequently a
Bill is being prepared for presentation
to Parliament this session to deal with
that ruestion.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Hear, hear!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I feel that
the woolgrowers generally will be quite
satisfied with the Qecision of the Govern-
ment in that direction. I thiok I ean go
so far as to say that the far North and
North-West have received every considera-
tion at the hands of the present Govern-
ment. We have a Minister for the North-
West who understands the many problems
of the people in the North, and he has not
becn slow to give attention to their re-
quirements. To such an extent has this
been so that I think the people econ-
cerned are fairly well satisfied with the
treatment they have received. One other
important question raised during the de-
bate was mentioned by Mr. Thomson when
dealing with youth employment. He re-
ferred to those young men who left school
during the years of the depressionr and
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thereby lost their opportunity to acquire
a trade or profession. He suggested that
the Government should set aside one-third
of the finaneial emergency tax for the pur-
pose of fitting those youths for some useful
oceupation in the ecommunity. Based on
last year’s colleetions, the amount involved
in that proposal would be at least £275,000,
which is a very large sum indeed. It can-
not be argued that the diversion of
that amount from Consolidated Revenue
would give any measure of relief to the
unemployed additional to what is now pro-
vided. Members will realise that, hefore
the commencement of cach financial yesr,
a meeting of the Loan Council is lLoid
at which each Government is alloeated a
very definite sum to cover both the loan
programme and deficit if one is ineurred.
If the proceeds of the finanecial
emergency tax were used as sug-
gested by Mr. Thomson, then the
deficit for that year would be corres-
pondingly increased, and in the following
year portion of the loan money allocated
to Western Australia by the Loan Conneil
would have to be used for the purpose of
financing the deficit. Consequently the un-
employed would not receive any additional
henefit. Mr. Nicholson suggested that the
Government might regret the surplus was
not much larger than that recorded at the
end of the last finaneial year. I do not
know why he should desire a very large
surplus. It appesrs to me lo be danger-
ous to have a surplus at all. Immediately
we recorded a surplus, apparently other
anthorities determined that we did not re-
quire, or were not entitled fo, the same
consideration we obtained when we had
deficits.

Hon. I. B. Bolton: It does not pay to
appear rich,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It appears
to amount to that.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: A surplus of £80,000
has cost us £300,000!

The CHIEF SECRETTARY: Unfortun-
ately the Commonwealth grant is not de-
cided in accordanee with the disabilities
Western Australia suffers. I understand
it is determined in acecordance with our
needs or requirements. If we have a sur-
plus, our requirements, from the Common-
wealth point of view, are certainly not as
urgent as they would be if we recorded a
deficit. That, however, is by the way, With

[(COUNCIL.]

regard to the financial emergency tax,
there seems to be a general misconeepiion,
There scems to be an idea that the tax
was originally levied for the definite pur-
pose of providing work for the unemployed.
Of course, members in this Chamber know
that that suggestion is abselutely ineor-
rect. An effort was made to earmark the
money for that purpose, but it was not
sueecessful. Naturally the Government are
keenly desirous of providing full-time work
as quickly as possible, and the same can
be said of every other Ciovernment in Aus-
tralia, We have made efforts at various
meetings of the Loan Council to secure
meney to enable us to give effeet to our
desires. It has been pointed out, however,
that preference eannot be given to any
one State, and that if every State were
to he placed in such a position as to be
able to find full-time employment for the
whole of its unemployed, the amount of
money required would be so large that it
would he impossible for the money to be
raised in Australin. Notwithstanding our
disabilities in that direction, we can claim
that the condition of sustenance men and
relief workers in Western Australia is
definttely much better than in any other
State of the Commonwealth. We are con-
stantly striving to Detter the position of
these unfortunate men, and as finanees im-
prove, as we hope they will, further im-
provements will be brought about in their
conditions. It has already been announced
that, as from the 5th Oectober, improvement
in those conditions is proposed, and while
they may not be as great as many
would like them to he, we are going
to the very limit of onr resources in this
eonneetion.  In his references to the ad-
ministration of the Transport Co-ordination
Act, Mr. Thomson appeared io ereate the
impression that the board has adopted an
illiberal attitude detrimental to rural pro-
dugers. Clause 3 of the First Sehedule to
the Aet makes it quite elear that the Trans-
port Board has no control over a vehicle
whieh is owned by a producer and is solely
used for the purposes named, that is—

Tor the carriage of livestoek, poultry, fruit,
vegetables, dairy produce, or other perishable
commodities, or wheat, from the places where
they are produced te any other place.

When it is so used it is provided that the
owner of a vehicle may carry on the return
journey any farmers’ requisites for domestic
use, or for use in producing the commoditics
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previously referred to, provided that these
are mnot intended for sale. On the other
band, it so happens that any producers
come to Perth with empty trucks, Others,
on occasions, purchase in the city a new
vehicle which is to be used on the farm or
station, mainly or solely in connection with
the production of wheat, woul or other ¢com-
modities. 1t follows, in these instances, that
the owner desirous of earrving goods to his
property musg then apply to the board for
a permit. When sueh applications have been
made, the Dboard, far from acting in an
oppressive wanner, has dealt sympathetically
with each cose. Sometimes a small fuve has
licen charged, hut only on rare occasions has
the fee exeeeded 10s. In many instances a
permit has heen issued without the pavment
of a fee. Between the 1st May and the 14th
Augnst of this year, 534 permits were issued
to bona fide farmers and pastoralists, and
21 of thesec were granted free of any charge.
Sometimes a bona fide larer comes to
Perth with an empty truck, and later desives
a permit for the right to carry hack a
leavy  consignment of petrol or kero-
sene for use in eonnection with hig farming

operations. In sueh a ease, it is usual
for the board to charge him a small
fee varyving from 2s. 6. to 35 He 1s in-

formed, however, that he must not make
a regular practice of enming to the eily for
the sole varpese of carrving hack thess
woods, and is reminded that he necessarily
consigns by rail all of his wool or wheat and
uses the railwavs for the transport of his
superphosphate.  After Mr. Thomson had
used the words “unfortunately the action of
the Government in this State seems to he in
the direction of stopping progress and pre-
venting people using the means of transport
which are of henefit to them,” Mr. Hamers-
ley interjeeted, “Unless they are within 25
miles of the metropolis”  AMr. Hamersley
was quite wrong when he mentioned 25
miles, The Aet provides that if any vehicle
is owned by anv perzon, and such vehiele is
used solely within an area of 15 miles of the
General Post Office, no license is required.
The hon. member in his referenee to the
“metropolis” was equally misinformed, as
he is apparently unaware that the Aet
further provides the same exemption for any
vehicle which operates within a radius of 15
miles of the place of business of the owner.
Mr. Wood made some reference to the ex-
tension of the electricity supply to Glen

(D=5

1 understand that this matter has
the consideration of the
Minister for Railways, who recommended
the project to the Treasurer. But nothing
further e¢an be done until such fime as the
Loan Estimates have been dealt with. To-
wether with 3Mr. Thomson, Mr. Wood also
referred to the Nomalup-Albany Railway.
Mr. Thomson said, “The distance from
Albany to Nornalup is 70 miles by rail. The
train takes T4 hours to do the journey.”' In
this econnecetion the Commissioner of Ratil-
wavs states as follows:—

Forrest.
been recciving

With the sparsity of population in this dis-
trict, purely passenger serviees are out of the
question, and consequently mixed trains, capable
of catering for all classes of traflic, must of
neeessity operate.  In the framing of time-
talles for this particular section, provision
must be made for sufficient time to eover all
loading, unleading, and shunting eperations,
at the 25 intermedinte stopping points em-
braced in the journey, a totally Jdifferent pro-
pasition from a non-stop run that a privately-
owned motor vehicle makes possible,

While dealing with railway matters, JMr.
Wood urged a concession in respect to rail-
way freights on flonr. I am informed that
while timber enjoys a rehate in freight rates
of 1215 per cent. in the case of shipments to
the Eastern States, or 162 per cent. for gver-
seas cargoes, flour is also favoured with a
12, per cent. freight reduction in respect
of its ecarriage by rail to ports for export.
There is of eourse no compari<on hetween
the freighi rates of {he two commodities,
flour heing included in  the speeial grain
classification, one of the lowest scales in the
department’s tariff, but it mizht be men-
tioned  that following on representations
made some little time ago by the W.A, Flour
Milling Association, the department made a
zpeeial reduction of 1s. a ton on four to
enable that body to compete for overseas
business, and it is pleasing to relate that this
aclion has assisted millers to place 7,501
orders to date, With the Tow-freight operat-
ing for the haulage of flour, it has not heen
practicable to apply the export rebate as
well as the through-the-mill rate, and this
poliey conforms to the practice existine in
the Eastern States, with whose rates those
of this administration do not snffer by com-
parizon. These are the remarks of the
Commissioner for Railways in reply to the
suggestion of Mr. Wood. Several members
made reference to edncational matters. Tt
was suggested by Mr. Piesse that a new high
school should be cstablished on the Great:
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Sonthern, for preference at Narrogin. He
also raised the question of a bieyele allow-
auce for school ghildren. Mr. Woed touched
on the neeessity for the provision of better
travelling facilities for children travelling
to school in the hills district. He said that
he failed te see why children residing in the
hills distriet within 20 miles radius of Perth
should be granted free transport tickets
while others within 23 miles radius were not.
T sohmitted these maiters to the Director
of Tducation, and in reply he forwarded
some very interesting information whieh I
deem it desivable to read to members. In
regard to a country high school at Narrogin,
the Director states :—

Representations have beea made as far back
as 1914 for the establishment of a country
high school at Narrogin. The Minister and the
Director at the time considered these matters
very carefully, and the petitioncrs on each ocea-
sion were told that the number of children
available for high school cducation did not
warrant the establishment of a high sehool at
Narrogin, Arrangements, however, were made
some years ago for children to take a three-
vears seeondary sclieol course, including French
and science, up to the ‘*Jumior’’ certificate
standard. Children who pass the ‘‘Junior’’
from thizs school may completc their secondary
education at any country high school, and will
reeeive a living-away allowance of £24 per an-
num for the two years. It has been the policy
of the department that no high school ecould
e established until there was a possibility of
about 200 children for the post-primary classes,
that is, above Clags 8ix, with a possibility of
ten proecced for the fourth and fifth-year
course, At the present time the cnrolment in
classes seven, ¢ight, and nine at Narrogin total
G5.

The matter has heen receiving attention, and
in aecordance with the policy of the Eduea-
tion Department, if the conditions suggested
by the Director ean be complied with, there
may be a possibility of providing the high
school requirements desired by Mr. Piesse.
With rerard to the bicycle allowance, the
Director of Education states:—

At present an amount of Gd. per week is paid
when bicyecles are used as a means of convey-
ance. This permits of a child receiving an ap-
proximate sum of 223, per year for the main-
tenance of a machine, and 13 considered to be
a reasonable amount. Apparently the idea
underlying the agitation for an increased rate
is that the allowance should be inercased to
permit of the purchase of machines.

T do not know whether such an allowanee is
made in any other State in the Common-
wealth.

Hon. L. Craig: It is not justified.

{COUNCIT..]

The CHIEF SECRETARY: But I know
the arrangements made by our own Eduea-
tion Department for providing facilities for
children to get to school are of a most com-
prehensive nature, and [ think that speaks
volumes for the way in which our various
Governments have cndeavoured to meet the
disabilitics wbieh ehildren in country dis-
triels must necessarily suffer. With refer-
ence to the Narrogin School of Agrienlture,
the Director states:—

With few ecxceptions, the buildings at the
Narrogin School of Agriculture leave mueh to
be desired. The accommodation provided for
students is extremely poor, the buildings heing
constructed of wood and iron. The walls of
the cubicles inside are lined with wood and
iron, and they are dark and have a dingy ap-
pearance. Two of the farm cottages have been
condemned as unfit for human occupation, yet
one is still oceupied owing to our inability to
obtain funds for crection of new buildings.
The main kitchen, which is also constructed of
wood and iron, is of bad design and unhygienie.
A new kitehen complete with modemn fittings
is hadly needed. The dining room and common
room are both too small to meet requirements.
The silos, which are built of timber lined with

[Ealvanised iron, are worn out and unsafe. At

the end of Inst year one of the students was
assisting in filling a sile when he met with
an accident, on account of rotten timber, and
broke an arm. The cottage ocenpied by the
cook, poulterer, and dairyman is in a very had
state of repair.  Although I have econtinu-
ally pressed the nced for renovation and new
buildings, little has been done by the Publie
Works Department. Many of the places have
been kept habitable only through the work of
the students. This is not part of their training,
but has been done to prevent the place from
falling into absolute disrepair,

I have quoted that in full to show that it is
not for want of drawing the attention of
the Government or the Public Works De-
pariment to the necessity for something
being done there. That nothing has been
done is because of the diffieully in providing
the necessary funds for that particular de-
poartment. Members ean rest assured that
these matters will be given attention, and I
think Mr. Thomson and others will realise
the impossible task the Government would
have if they attempted to deal with all these
questions at the one time, In view of the
extensive programme we have put into
operation, and has heen in operation during
the last year or two, the time is not far
distant when the Narrogin School of Agri-
eulture will receive attention. With regard
to the Albany High School, it is urged that
a new classroom and library are required.
This work also will be carried ouf as soon
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a3 funds can be made available. Regarding
the provision of hetter travelling facilities
for the hills districts, this matter has been
brought under the notice of the Minister
for Railways on a number of oceasions.
With the exception that the afternoon train
ex Midland Junction has now been exiended
to Glen Forest, it has not been found pos-
sible to make any further improvement to
the service. To provide a charabane ser-
vice would be costly. Children who cannot
attend the Midland Junction school, how-
ever, can reeeive a post-primary edueation
to the junior standard at the local school.
With respect to concession tickefs, children
residing within 25 miles of the city do enjoy
the same railway privileges as those residing
within 20 miles. 3Mr. Wood remarked that
he failed to see why children in the hills dis-
trict within a 20 miles radius of Perth
should be granted free #ransport tickets,
while others within a 25 miles radius were
not given the concession. In reply, I point
out that children residing within 25 miles
of the city do enjoy the same railway privi-
lewes a5 those residing within 20 miles. On
the subject of cducation, Mr. Baxier said
that the Government eould spend buge sums
ir- the metropolitan area, but the Edueation
Vote for the country had beep skimped.
Reference was also made to the large ex-
penditure on the new girls’ school at Rast
Perth. A question was asked as to what had
actually bech spent on new buildings during
the past three years. Excluding the Perth
Girls’ School, £18,246 was spent in the eity,
while in the counfry the amount was
£20,175. This proves that what Mr. Baxter
said that the Government had spent huge
sums in the metropolitan area and had
skimped the expenditure in the country is
hardly eorrect. That there was urgent neces-
sity for a new girls’ school in the metro-
politan area must he admitted by anyone
who has studied the question. Now that we
have what T suppose is one of the most
modern schools in the Commonwealth at
East Perth, we can take it for granted that
as far as further expenditure is concerned,
the country will get equal consideration at
least with the eity. I should like now to deal
with one or two remarks made by Mr.
Parker. He stated that a magistrate in the
country had told him he had to pay out of
his own pockei for the petrol he used in
travelling on offieial business in his ear. I
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am supplied with the following informa-
tion :—

Magistrates duties take fthem to definite

places in their districts on fixed dates, and it
can generally be accepted that they have ample
time in whick to carry out their magisterial
duties. Therc are explicit instructions that
where railway facilities are available they must
be used, but any application such as is re-
ferred to by the hon. member would receive
consideration. A magistrate is required to per-
form duties other than those of actually pre-
siding in court, and it has been and would be
a cause of complaint if they could be secen
only before and after the court sat and
rose. Requests have been made for magis-
trates to be available at the principal places
in their districts, and the department agrees
that it is very often necessary to meet the Te-
quirements of the public for magistrates to
have time at those places away from their head-
quarters to permit of their being consulted by
residents of the locality,
Thus the hon. member’'s vremarks are
answered to the extent that any application
such as that referred to hy the hon. member
would receive consideration. I am assuming
that no application was made by the magis-
trate to whom the hon. member referred and
if that is so, that gentleman was perhaps a
little slow.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: He was refused it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Parker
also dealt with the necessity for establishing
a drafting ofiice. The draftine staff con-
sists at the present time of the Solicitor
General, the Crown Solicitor and also Mr.
Boylen, who is Assistant Registrar of the
Supreme Court, and attends to the wants of
private members. The State is fortunate in
having the services of Mr. W. F. Sayer,
I.C.. who, although retired from olfice, has
for several years gratuitously ecarried out
consolidations of major statates, the last
being the Supreme Court Act of 1935,
Clerical assistance is afforded to these offi-
cials as they require it, the recording of
the Bills being in the hands of the record
and correspondence clerk at the head office
of the department.

Hon. H. 8. W, Parker: Regulations are
the main thing.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I under-
stand that the Law Society has made repre-
sentations to the department regarding the
printing of an index to the regulations, and
this is wow under consideration. With re-
gard to the publishing of the statutes, Mr.
Parker complained of their late issue in
bound volumes. It may be thought that the
bound copies of the statutes are delayed in-
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ordinately, but whatever delays do occur are
duc to the publication of conselidations, and
ihese must be of considerable value to the
legal proflession, particularly as they are
recciving the sessional volume at the same
cost as would have to be paid if the eon-
=olidations were not included. The unbound
copics of every statute passed are available
immediately they arve printed; but legal
practitioners probably prefer to await the
issue of consolidations.

Hon. H. S, W. Parker : Unfortunately
they are not available; the Traffic Act is not
available, XNeither are the Supreme Court
Act and the Administration Aect.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The desive is
to make them available as scon as con-
venient, and while it may not he possible
entirely to meet the wishes of JMr. Parker
in that direction, I believe there has been an
improvement in that respect in recent years.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: We always used
fo wet the statutes in March.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member also referred to the consolidation of
the statutes. 1 am told that this work is
heing proceeded with at a commendable rate.
Last session the Supreme Court Aet was
passed and it has already been decided and
notilied that the Police Act and its amend-
ments will reeeive attention during the enr-
rent session. The principal obstacle to
the issue of the full consolidation of the
stututes is the cost, and during the past
tive or six vears that has been a matter
of prime consideration.

Hon. II. 8. W. Parker: [ suggest you
et ount the trolley buses.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We could
cut out quite a number of things. Mr. Mann
asked for information with regard te the
State Gardens Board, and said that body
had heen able to do a number of things
which the Government of the day had not
been able to carry out. e also asked
quite a number of questions and declared
that while he did not want to make anmy
charge against the director of the Tourist
Burean or his officials, the position was
that he was not permitted to spend a
shilling. The actual fact is that the Tour-
1t Bureau is permitted to spend all the
moneys that are allocated to it by Parlia-
ment. Exactly the same services for
Rotinest and Cave House are carried out.
It aets as hooking office for the shipping
service, railway and motor tours, and sup-
plies information regarding all towns in
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Western Australia. Tt so happens that
some large ventures such as Yanchep,
National Park, Canning Weir, Point Wal-
ter, Crawley, leane’s Point, are controlled
by the State Gardens Board. Mr Miles wanted
to know something of the personnel of the
board. Mr. L. E. Shapeolt is the Chair-
man, and Mr, C. G. Morris, ex-Under See-
retary for Lands, is a member, The board
iz financed chiefly by its own encrgies, by
the banks, and by gitts. The Gardens Board
has developed its coneerns to the cxtent
that an annual revenue of £10,000 is raised.
This comes from foreshore and hoatshed
Tentals, tea-room tentals, park admissions
and parking fees, royalties on the sale of
wood, stone, bridge timbers, ete, eave cn-
trance fees, boating fees, fecs from tennis
eourts and sporting grounds, and a num-
her of other sources. Nothing is obtained
from the Swan River, as has heen sug-
gested, but rent is secured from a few
tenancies of the Board’s reserves on the
river banks. From the moneys obtained,
reproductive features are established, hence
the hoard’s ability to build roads or paths
and provide nice drives for the mefropoli-
tan folk on Sunday afternoon. These in
the long run are paid for by the people
themselves. Not a penny has been contri-
buted by the Government towards the erce-
tion of the hotel at Yanchep. This has
heen built with private funds borrowed by
the board at a reasonable rate of interest.
The board has received donatiens from rac-
ing hodies and from private citizens. One
wall-known eontractor donated an old
house containing 80,000 bricks, doors and
sashes. Others have made gifts of girders,
doors, windows, and gifts of culverts and
pipes have ¢ome from the Hume Pipe Com-
pany. Sir Charles MeNess has also
made generous gifts of funds at
varions times. I think that covers
the ¢unestions raised by Mr. Mann.
The Siate Gardens Board has statutory
powers and is entitled to expend money
and make its own financial artangements
divect with the hank. Apparently, the bank-
ers have sufficient confidence in the ability
of the hoard to spend the money well and
te provide for repayment, otherwise the
hoard could not have ohtained the money
necessary in the past. Mr. Wittenoom had
something to sax about harbour matters, and
T wags rather sorry to hear his statement, be-
canse very frequently assertions of the tvpe
he indulged in are given wide publicity.
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They are rather apt to creale an entively
wrong impression and o do quite a lot of
harn.  One statement by Mr, Wittenoom
was as follows:—

Recently I wus told that cven the Gerald-

ton harbour is not wholly a success, that ship-
masters are digvatisfied with it. I think [
remember that when the harbour was first
opened, a couple of ships—seme of the very
first ships o come in—were damaged not out-
side the harbour but inside it. What is it that
is wrong with Western Australian harbours,
except that at Fremantle, which we know to
be a success | . In the ease of Gernldton
the enginecrs employed may not have heen
expert harbour engineers, thongh probably gooed
road or bridge engineers. Whatever happened,
they built a harbour which, apparently, is not
1 success.
1 would emphasise the point that Mr. Wit-
tenoom says he was “told” these things.
‘When a member of this Chamber makes a
statement of that deseription, I think he
should be prepared to give some substantial
reason for making it, before running the
risk of adverse publicity throughout the
Commonwealth and, poessibly, overseas. I
regarded the statement as of sufficient im-
portance to refer it to the Commissioner for
Public Works, and T have since received the
following advice:—

Since the completion of the harbour, no
known damage has occurred fo any vessel, nor
have any serious eomplaints been made with
regard to the acecommodation,

That is a very definite statement. I know,
of course, that the Geraldton people, mainly,
I think, through the local Chamber of Com-
meree, referred the question to the Govern-
ment with a view to suggesting certain work
they desired to be carried out which, fhey
contended, would improve the harbour and
make it safer for vessels when the wind was
from a given direction. I do not think that
they suggested the harbour was unsafe, and
T have given the report by the Engineer for
Harhours and Rivers showing that no dam-
age has been done to any vessel, nor have
any serious complaints been received since
the completion of the Geraldton harbour.
Then, again, Mr. Wittenoom dealt with the
Albany hospital and snggested that if was
a disgrace, although he pointed out that the
staff were not to blame. I referred that
matter to the department concerned, and I
lave been advised that the Albany hospital
is a relic of the olden days. It is admitted
that the hospital is nothing like what
it should be, but the department ad-
minister it simply because the local people
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do not apparently desive to take over the
maunagement, as is done in many other coun-
try distriets. The hospital at Albany serves
not only the people in the town hut also
thu-e vesiding in the surrounding distriets.
The department would be quite willing to
hand over the hospital to the local people
it they were preparved to manage it, and
the department would also provide a sub-
stantial subsidy if the local people so de-
sired. T would like to point out that the
hospital fund is not sulficient to meet the
maintenance costs and also to provide the
necessury money for building purposes.
Consequently, a certain amount of money
still has to be raised locally by the various
hospital authorities to met their expenses,
as well as te provide a proportion on the £
tor £ hasis for additions and so forth. The
same poliey that applies to other districts
applies to Albany as well, and provided the
Albany people are prepared to do their
part, the department will meet them quite
sympathetically and help them to improve
the eonditions of their particular hospital.
Now we come to what most members seem
to regard as the question of major impori-
ance at this juneture. I refer to the pro-
nosal to provide trolley buses for Claremont.
From the remarks of some members, it
would appear to their minds that this is the
most important subjeet they have to deal
with.  MMr. Bolton quite rightly drew atten-
tion to the fact that last year the imports
from the Hastern States constituted a re-
cord. He proceeded to suggest that the
Giovernment should give some attention to
that pluse. He pointed out that the
amount involved was so great that
i we could divert a large propor-
tion for expenditure in Western Austra-
Ha, it would provide for a large percentage
of the State’s unemployed. We san quite
agree with that contention. Mr. Bolton
made out a really good ease up to that peint,
but when he dealt with the trolley buses, he
adopted a totally different attitude, because
he wanted the Government to encourage
the use, or extension, of the motor bus ser-
vice as against our tramways. The motor
buses opevating in the mefropolitan area
are certainly renderisg a very useful and
valuable service to the cominunity, but there
can be no question about the amount of
mouey that is being sent out of the State in
order to provide them with the necessary
fuel for motive purposes. On the other
hand, the tramways use local products
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solely. They wuse local eoal in order to
generate electricity; loeal labour is emploved
in developing that electricity. At present
we are spending a large sum in extending
the power house at East Perth so as fo cope
with the requirements nog only of the tram-
way service but of the manufacturing com-
munity.

HMon. W, J. Mann: And you should he
building that power plant at Collie.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: XNaturally
the hon. member wounld prefer the plant
there.

Hon. W, J. Mann: It should be at the

pit’s mouth.

Hon. G. Frager: We would like the mains
extended to Fremantle.

Hon. W, J. Mann: Wheve is Fremantle?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The position
is as I have deseribed it. Mr, Bolton put
up a wonderfully good ease for loen] pro-
ducts, but he advocated, with regard to
trolley bhuses, that we should take steps that
would tend to inercase the imports in order
to keep the motor services running.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: But the benefit the
State would derive through other avenues
would eompensate.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is doubt-
ful if the State would derive the benefit the
hon. memher sugeests, and I shall have some-
say on that point later on

increased  population  in the
district, it would bhe neces-
sary to provide a double frack in
order fo gZive an adequate bramway
service, It is recognised that, for long-dis-
tance journeys, a tramway service, such as
we know it to-day, with frequent stops, the
neeessity for loeps and so forth, is quite ont
of toueh with modern reguirements for
speedy transport. Those of us who have
had experience of the Claremont fram ser-
vice must neccessavily be prepared to admii
that there have been difficulties from the in-
ception. The Government are keenly de-
sirous of catering for the needs of the dis-
trict, as they are to deal with the require-
ments of every distriet. Consequently, sce-
ing that so much dissatisfaction has been
manifest regarding the existing service, we
desire to sceure an improvement as early as
possible. If we were to lay down a double
track, it would certainly improve the posi-
tion considerably from the standpoint of the
service rendered.

thing to
With the
Claremont
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Hon. G. W. Miles: No one has advoecated
that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not sug-
gest that they have,

Hon. Y. B. Bolton: The opposition has
heen because of the restrictions imposed,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I will deal
with that phase in 2 moment. I was point-
ing out that if we werve to lay down a double
fraek, we would thereby interfere with some
of the traffic on the road, and the Govern-
ment considered that the hetter plan would
be the introduction of trolley buses. In
Great Britain, for instance, the substitution
of trolley buszes for the tram serviees has
proceeded by leaps and bounds. In a large
number of cities in the Old Land, as well as
in  London, extensive trolley-bus services
have been provided, and experts are unani-
liwous in their opinion that the trolley bus
represents the best method of transport at
present,  There ean be no question that the
trolley buses we have in Perth represent a
wonderful improvement on the old system,
They are zilent and well fitted up. They are
very comfortable for passengers and are eer-
tainly most expeditious.

Hon, E. H. Angclo: But, according to the
Press repoerts, not very profitable.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That all de-
pends upon the point of view. If the de-
tails pubhshed are read aright, the hon.
member will find that the trolley bnses have
done very well in the cirenmstances. It must
be vemembered that there are two buoses
only in wuse, aud they are operating
over a4 very limited vroute. The
department have taken the precantion of
dealing with depreciation on a very gener-
ous basis indeed. If an ordinary business
man had dealt with the service from the
standpoint of presenting a profit, an en-
tirely different result could have been pre-
sented. It ean be pointed out that, with
an increase in the trolley-bus service
throughout the metropolitan area, there
would immediately be a vast improvement
from the financial point of view. I do not
know that we can judge safely the fin-
ancial result of a trolley-bus service on the
basis of the experience with the preseni
route. The time taken to eomplete a jour-
ney is an important phase, and we should
remember that the time it takes the tram
from Perth to reach its terminus at Clare-
mont is altogether too long, in view of
modern requiremenis. If trolley buses
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were provided, the time taken for the trip
would be considerably cut down. It wouid
mean a five-minute service during peak
periods and a 10-minute serviece af other
times,

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: The buses pro-
vide a l-minute service now at peak
periods.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : That may be
so, but will the hon. member say that the
buses can cater for the traffic that is avaii-
able on that route? It has been suggested
that instead of providing money for this
purpose, there are many other useful dir-
cctions in which it could be vsed. I have
not faken notice of all the things which
should be done with this money, but I
venture to assert that if one were to tabu-
late them, we shonld find that we needed
nillions of pounds.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: It shows how many
more necessary works there are.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not say
that any of the works snggested are not
of an essential character, but we wmust
have some regard as to how this scheme
is bheing financed. It is to be financed by
a method similar te that adepted in 1924
in respeet of tramway relaying, In that
case there was advanced to the tramways
a total of £206,000 over a period of years
to be repaid by the department from rev-
enue at the rate of £21,000 per annum, with
lhe result that the debt was liquidated in
1934, But in its commereial accounts the
department has since continued to debit
itself at the same rate for further renewal
work. To the 30th June last a provisien
of £37,070 had been made. Cash repre-
senting this amounf has been paid to the
Treasury, which has treated it as Consoli-
dated Revenue, but transference of this
ameunt to the Trolley Bus Conversion Ac-
count is only a matter of adjustment be-
tween the departments.

Hon. J. Nicholson: How is it going lo
affect the accounts, if vou had it in as
revenue before?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It will not
affect the accounts at all. It has all heen
shown in the accounts. The hon. member
can gel it all from the reports.

Hon. G. W, Miles: That helped your sur-
plus.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : It might pos-
sibly have dome that. There is nothing
wrong with that.
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Hon. G. W. AMiles: The taxpayer has to
find the money in any case.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This scheme
is being financed from the revenue of the
Tramwayv Department, That revenae has
alveady been taken into Consolidated Rev-
cnue.

Hon. J. Macfarlane: A service could have
hecn given fo the people without spending
a penny,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is en-
tirely erroncous. Teople expect the tram-
ways to make ends meet, and if possible to
meet expenditure out of revenue. It is the
intention of the department to continue te
make vecoups of £21,000 to the Treasury
until the whole amount advanced in vespect
fo trolley buses is repaid. So that in effect
the Treasury will not be called upon. The
tromways over 10 vears ended 30th June,
1935, after meeting all onigoings and pro-
viding £21,000 per annum for relaying re-
tnrmed to the Treasury a net surplus of
£37.067. There are no grounds for suppos-
ing that with the establishment of trolley
huzes thev would hecome a burden on the
State, or that the buses will adversely affeet

the finanees of the Tramway Department.

As a matter of fact, it is contended that they
will jmprove the position verv materially.
Although it is proposed to finance the whole
co:zt of the trolley bus eonversion and exten-
sion from revenue, portion of the expendi-
ture involved is fairjy chargeable to Loan.
Its treatment as a working expenses debit
will place the tramways in an even sounder
finane¢ial position than at present.

Hon. H. Tuckey: That £21,000 is shown
in the returns as relaying cost.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : T am telling
the hon. member fhat the Tramway Depart-
ment provided the sum of £21,000 per
annum under that heading. TIn 1934 they
had@ met the whole of the money advanced
for that purpose, but since Lhat time they
have continued to make that charge of
£21,000 against the revenue from the tram-
ways, with fhe result that fo-day there is
£37,070 standing to the eredit of that
aceount. There is another peoint I desire to
make in connection with this propesal. Quite
a number of members say that we are doing
this against the wishes of the people. I
would like to know what grounds they have
for saving that. If they said that we were
doing it against the wishes of some of the
people, I would agree, hut T would remind
hon. members thaf there are a large number



642

of people who are entitled to consideration
but who up to date, so far as I van sece, have
1eceived very little consideration, and those
are the people not in a position to afford to
pay bus fares.

Hon. H. Tuckev: The Transport Board
control the fares charged.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The fares
charged must be at a rate which will enable
the service to be suceessfullvy eondueted and
the Transport Board therefore cannot he
said to control the prices charged. T think
it is worth while to make a comparison of
the charges which are operating to-dax.
Trolley bus fares will be based on the exist-
ing seale of tram charges, namely, Clare-
mont to Perth: single 3d.; return 10d.
Workers obtain a concession fare of 7d. re-
turn between 5 a.m. and 8.30 a.m. The pri-
vate omnibus charges are: Claremont to
Perth: single 8d.; return 1s. 1d.; or 6s. per
dozen. There are many thousands of work-
ing men in those districts who have as much
right to be eatered for as those who are
agitating for the hus service, those who can
afford to pay the higher fares.

Hon, H. 8. W. Parker: Is not the railway
cheaper than the tram?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I suppose
it s,

Hon. H. S. \W. Parker: Then they are
catered for.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That shows
the viewpoint of the hon. member. He knows
that to get to the railway station these
people, in many cases, would have fo walk
long distances.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: There are huses
to the railway station.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member has no regard for the man who has
to walk o long distance to take advantage
of the railway. Surely he iz entitled to as
much econstderation as the person who is ahle
to afford the higher charge.

Hon. . 8. W. Parker: I have faith that
the Transport Board would make the fares
reasonable, to meet the position of the work-
ing men and so save them spending hours
in the train.

The CHTEF SECRETARY : They could
not make the fares lower than the private
company could afford te charge. Experi-
ence elsewhere has shown that the motor hus
is not the most satisfactory form of trans-
port for dealing with traffie at peal periods.
Tramways have shown their superiority in
almost every ecounfry where they have to

[COUNCIT.]

deal with large numbers of people in a
limited time. There is no doubt that in ihe
future we are going to have considerable
development of transport services in the
metropolitan avea,

Memher: You are going to extend to Fre-
mantle later on, are yvon?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do mnot
know, but as the ecity extends, it will be
necessary for the present transport services
to he extended. Tt scems to me that wheve
Governmient  facilities  are provided, we
should be prepared to give the people a more
up-to-date serviee, particularly on the Clare-
mont route, than exists today, and the pro-
vision of trolley huses will undoubtediy give
a satisfactory serviee, both from the point
of view of the time taken and the fares to
be charged in eomparison with those charged
by private enterprise. Why should we be
prepared to give to private enterprise the
sole rights to the whole of the transport
serviees from Claremont to Perth simply be-
eanse onc section of the community prefers
to travel in a bus rather than in a tram? All
the publicity given to this subjeet wp to
dnte has been mainly in the interest of cer-
tain parties. Quite a large number of
people have had an opportunity to express
their views on the subjeet, but there is no
doubt it is the duty of the Governmeni to
provide neeessary facilities for all sections
of the communify and not for one section
only. .

Hon, L. B. Balton: We complain that
thev are already provided, and that you will
not allow the people to use them.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member knows that that is not so, that the
existing service cannol cope with the traffic.

Hon, T.. B. Bolton: Give them the oppor-
tunity and sec.

The CITIEF SECRETARY: While some
hon. members look upon this subject as of
the first importance, I assure them there are
others of far greater consequence than
trolley bhuses. The Government have simply
heent endeavouring to try to meet the re-
auirements of the distrigts, and whether
trolley buses will solve the problem of trans-
port, between Claremont and the ecity, re-
mains to be seen. At any rate, we must give
the Government credit for making an at-
tempt to overcome the difficulty. There are
quite a number of other matters which were
referred to by members in the eourse of
their speeches on the Address-in-reply, and
in some eases I have not been able to get
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the information that was sought. As I have
already informed fhe House, immediately
that information comes to band I will
supply it to members. In the meantime, I
support the motion.

Question put and passed; the Address-in-
reply adopted.

President to present Address.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [847]: I move withont
notice :—

That the Address-in-reply agreed te by the
Legislative Council be presented to His Exeel-
lency the Licut.-Governor by the President and
such members as may desire to accompany him.

Question put and passed.

BILL—WOOL (DRAFT ALLOWANCE
PROHIBITION).

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
E. H. Gray—West) [848] in moving the
second reading =aid: As indieated by its title,
the purpose of this Bill is to abolish the
draft allowance made by woolgrowers in the
weight of wool sold. In all wool-producing
countries it has been the eustom of growers
to atlow the buyer to make a certain dedne-
tion on the net weight of his purchases. This
is known in the trade as “draft allowance.”
The “draft” rate in Australia is 11b. in the
gwt. irrespective of the weight of the hale,
and represents in the aggregate a very sub-
stantial eonecession to huyers. The allow-
ance varies from country to country—in re-
spect of British wools, the rate is 21h. per
ewt, and in South Afriea 13lh. per bale is
allowed to cover hoth tare and draft. Tt is
generally believed that the custom had ifs
origin in the davs when the accuracy of
weighing machines left much to be desived,
and that the allowance was made to com-
pensate for any shortage which may have
oceurred as a result of faulty weighing. The
improved and constantly tested modern
machineg has long sinee ensured aecurate
weight recording and removed the necessity
for any allowance on the seore of short
weight. So far, all attempts at the aholi-
tion of the allowance have been suecessfully
resisted by the buyers, who ¢laim that they
would have diffiecnlty in adjusting their
values if it were removed. They maintain
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that the grower actually loses nothing in con-
ccediog the allowanee, since the rate is taken
into consideration when the clean scoured
vield is being estimated. Purther, they wmain-
tain that abolition of the allowanee would
disorganise the purchasing and manufac-
turing end of the industry. From the varying
rates of allowance operating in the different
wool producing countries, it would appear
that the buyers’ arguments are searcely ten-
able, for it would seemm impossible for
London buyers to adopt any uniform system
of adjustment when purchasing wool from
the various exporting countries. The growers
feel quite prepared to risk any possible loss
arising throngh the disorganisation envisaged
by the buyers. They feel that the necessity
for the allowanee has long sinece disap-
peared. They are lent support in this view
by the attitude ef the buyvers, whose con-
tinued opposition to any proposals directed
to the aholition of the allowance has empha-
sised the belief that the allowance repre-
sents a very real advantage, which thev are
reluetant to surrender. At the Empire Wool
Conference held in MMelbourne in 1931, it
was resolved, “That every endeavour be
made to secure the elimination of the draft
allowance.” Again, in the following year
the Commonwealth Wool Inquiry Comumit-
tee was equally emphatic in urging the aboli-
tion of the allowance. The Commonwealth
Government, when approached on the matter
enrly this year, decided that the introdus-
tion of the necessary legislation should really
be initiated by the respeetive States. Tt was
later resolved hy the Australian Agricultural
Couneil that joint Cowmmonwealth and State
action should bhe taken to this end. Repre-
sentatives of all the Australian Governments
have agreed to introduce legislation similar
to the measure now hefore lien. members,
and Victoria has already taken the necessary
action. It is proposed to bring this Bill into
operation on a date to be fixed by proclama-
tion. Uniformity of action will thereby be
ensured throughout the Commonwealth. In
conclusion, may I emphasise that this mea-
sure seeks only to secure the growers pay-
ment for all the wool ther market. I
move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [854]: T
had intended moving the adjournment of
the debate, but the Bill is such a simple one
that we might as well go straight on with
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it. The draft allowance on wool has heen
a very sore point with pastoralists for many
years. As a woolgrower, I know that it bas
cost ns many thousands of pounds to pay
the draft allowance of 1lb. per bundred-
weight of wool, which really amouats o 3s.
2 bale. Members can therefore imagine that
any station producing 500 or 1,000 bales of
wool would be required to pay a consider-
able sum. This is apparently an old relic of
the days of perquisites. Over a century ago,
in Nelson’s time, when ships were being
built, the captain who was given & commis-
sion on that ship got all the perguisites in
the shape of spare bolts, timber that was
not used, and so on, and in many cases the
value of these perquisites amounfed to per-
haps hundreds of pounds. T happened to
attend a wool conference in Bradford some
years ago, and I remember attempts were
made there to raise the question of abolish-
ing the draft allowance. Bradford, how-
ever, would not ¢ven discuss the matfer. As
soon as anyone mentioned draft allowance
there was a roar to drvop it. Now the time
bas come when hy uniform legislation
thronghout Awstralia it is hoped that we
may be able to abolish this inignitous and
foolish charge imposed on the grower. T do
not think there can possibly be any opposi-
tion to the Bill, the object of which is merely
to remove a silly old custom, an anomaly,
the removal of which will give the right to
the producer of the wool to obtain the price
for all the wool and not a portion of it. The
Honorary Minister in moving the second
reading pointed out that the draft allowance
varies in different countries, and he said
that in South Africa it amounted to as much
as 13 Ib. per bale.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Are they taking simi-
lar action in South Africa?

Hon. L. CRAIG. Yes, it is intended to
take action there. As the Honorary Minis-
ter pointed out, the 13 lh. per bale is allowed
to cover bhoth tare and draft, so that the
draft wonld he 2 Ib. per bale. In Australia
it amounts to 3 . per bale, which is 1 1h.
per hundredweight. The average weight of
a bale is 340 ibs., but further north the
weight gocs up to as much as 380 lbs, in
which case then the allowance is more than
3 Ib. per bale. It is proposed that New
Zealand should aiso come into line. Of
course, we cannof expect the draft to be
gbolished in England; some of us who sell
portion of our wool in England would have
to continue to put uwp with that. I hope

[COUNCIL.]

members, without too much disenssion, will
agree to the passing of the Bill,

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Would you ineclude
skins?

Hon. L. CRAIG: Skins are a different
proposition altogether. Very often skins
are badly bruised, and there is a lot of
weight not ineluded. We in Australia can
control sales here, but it is of no use only
one State following this course; all States
must agree to the same line of action. An
agrement has been arrived at betwen the
States to introduce legislation for the com-
pulsory abolition of this siliy allowance, I
hope members will offer no opposition to
the Biil. I support the second reading.

HON. E. H. ANGELO (North) [8.58]:
I approve of the principle of the Bill, and
intend teo support it. It would be wise,
however, if we deferred putting it into ac-
tion by proclamation until we were sure that
all the States of Australia, as well as New
Zealand and South Afriea, had agreed to
pass similar legislation. At the present time
Australia has got into holts with one of our
biggest buyers, and we do not want to do
anything in this State to antagonise buyers
from the Old Country. If, however, ali the
States and New Zealand, and if possible
South Africa, come into line simultaneously,
it will be very much better. I saopport the
second reading.

On motion by Hen. L. B, Bolton, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [8.59]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday, the 22nd September.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 9 pan.



